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DOOTOE NIKOLA 


INTRODUCTION 

M y DTATt William Giorge Ceatgie, — ‘ 

I liave no doubt as to your surprise at 
receiviiipf this letter, after so long and un- 
justifiable a period of silence, from one whom you 
must have come to consider either a dead man or at 
least a permanent refugee. When last we met it was 
on the deck of Tremorden's yacht, in the harbour of 
Honolulu. I had been down to Kauai, I remember, 
and the day following, you, you lucky dog, were 
going off to England by the Eoyal Mail to be married 
to the girl of your licart. Since then I have heard, 
quite by chance, that you have settled down to a 
country life, as if to the manner born ; that you take 
an absorbing interest in mangel-wurzols, and, while 
you strike terror mto tho hearts of poachers and 
other rustic evil-doers, have the reputation of making 
your wife the very best of husbands. Consequently 
you are to be envied and considered one of the 
happiest of men. 

While, however, things have been behaving thus 
prosperously with you, I am afraid I cannot truth- 
fully say that they have fared so well with me. At 
the termination of our pleasant South Sea cruise, just 
referred to, when our party dismembered itself in the 
Sandwich Islands, I crossed to Sydney, passed up 
inside the Barrier Reef to Cooktown, where I re<« 
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mained three months in order to try my luck upon 
the Palnior Gold Fields. This proving unsatisfactory 
I returned to the coast and continued my journey 
north to Thursday Island. From the last-named 
little spot I visited Now Guinea^ gave it my patronage 
for the better part of six months, and received in re- 
turn a bad attack of fever, after recovering from 
which I migrated to Borneo, to bring up finally, as 
you will suppose, in my beloved China. 

Do you remember how in the old days, when we 
both held positions of more or less importance in 
Hong-Kong, you used to rally me about my fondness 
for the Celestial character and my absurd liking for 
going fantce into the queerest company and places ? 
How little did I imagine then to what straits that 
craze would ultimately conduct me! But we never 
know what the future has in store for us, do we f 
And perhaps it is as well. 

You will observe, my dear Ctaigie, that it is the 
record of my visit to China on this particular occasion 
that constitutes this book; and you must also under- 
stand that it is because of our long friendship for 
each other, and by reason of our queer researches 
into the occult world together, that you find your 
name placed so conspicuously upon the foreiront 
of it. 

A word now as to my present existence and abode. 
My location I cannot reveal even to you. And believe 
me 1 make this reservation for the strongest reasons. 
Sufiice it that I own a farm, of close upon five 
thousand acres, in a country such as would gladden 
your heart, if matrimony and continued w^l-being 
have not spoilt your eyes for richness of soil. It is 
shut in on all sided by precipitous mountain ranges, 
on the western peaks of which at this moment, ^ I 
sit in my verandah writing to you, a quantity pf ofeud, 
tinted a rose pink by the setting sun, is 
A quieter spot, and one more remote fro^ the rush 
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and bustle of civilization^ it would bo difficult to find* 
Once every six months my stores are brought up to 
me on mule-back by a trusted retainer who has never 
spoken a word of English in Jiis life^ and once every 
six weeks I send to^ and receive from^ my post office, 
four hundred miles distant, my mails. In the in- 
tervals I imitate the patriarchiu life and character; 
that is to say, I hoe and reap my com, live in har- 
mony with my neighbour, who is two hundred odd 
miles away, and, figuratively speaking, en jj o y life 
beneath my ovmjyine and fig-tree. 

^TPorhaps when the cool wesE^ind blows in thq long 
grass, the wild duck whistle upon the lagoons, or a 
newspaper filled with gossip of the outer world finds 
its way in to me, I am a little restless, but ai^ other 
times I can safely say I have few regrets. I have 
done with the world, and to make my exile easier I 
have been permitted that greatest of all blessings, a 
good wife. Who sm is and how I won her you* will 
discover when you have perused this narrative, the 
compiling of which has been my principal and, 1 
might almost say, only recreation all through our 
more than tedious winter. But now the snow has 
departed, spring is upon us, clad in its mantle of 
luscious grass and accompanied by the twitterings of 
birds and the music of innumerable small water&dls, 
and I am a new man. All nature is busy, the 
swallows are working overtime beneath the eaves^ 
and to-morrow, in proof of my remembrance, this 
book goes ofE to you. 

Whether I shall ever again see Dr. Nikola, the 
principal character in it, is more than I tell you. 
But 1 sincerely trust not. It is for the sake of cir- 
cumstances brought abQ\it by that extraordinary man 
that 1 have doon^ to perpetual ex3e; still I 

have no desire that he should know of my sak^rifice. 
Sometimes when X lie awake in tbe quiet watches of 
night I can hardly believe that the events of the 
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InsL two yonrs t^irc real. liorroi* of that time still 

pr(‘ss(‘s liL'aviiy upon me, and if 1 live to. bo a liumlicd 
I doubt if I shall outgrow it. When J t(‘ll you thut 
(‘ven Hk! tilings, 1 nns-i*:! tln5 mysleries and weird ox- 
pjoricneoa, into which we thrust our impertinent noses 
in liygono d«M.ys wore absolutely as nothing compared 
with those I have passed through since in Nikola’s 
company, yon will at first feel inelin(‘d to bcdievi' timt 
T am romancing. But J. know this, that by the tiim; 
yon liave got my ciirifius stoiy by iieart all doubt on 
that score will have been swept away. 

One last entreaty. Having read this b(jok, do not 
attem])t to timl me, or to set my [)osiHon right with 
the world, 'rake my word for it, it is b(‘t(c?r as it is. 

And now, without furtlior preamble, let us come to 
the story itselt. Ood bless you, and give yon eviuy 
]ia,p])iness. Speak kindly of mo to your wile, and 
believe me until dc'ath iinislies my cancer, it it doi‘s 
sm;h a thing, whitdi Dr. Nikola would have mc3 
doubt, 

Your affectionate friend, 

WlLFKliD BuuCE. 





** Th* hoiMi cim« U with' « ruiOu*' 




CHAPTER I 

now I CAMK TO AIKKT DK. NIKOLA 

I T was Saturday aftcTwooii, about a qiiartor-past 
four o\;lo(!k if my iiu'uiory sorvi^ uio, and tho 
road, known as ibe Maloo, loading to tlic Hub- 
blin<^ VV’^t‘11, that single breathing place of Shangli^i^ 
was crowded. Fashionable ba vouches, C-spring bug- 
gies, s])id(M*-wheel dogcarts, to say nothing of (?very 
speci(’s of ’rickshaw, bicycle, and pony, were fcdlowing' 
each oth(;F in one long proces.siou towards the Wt*ll. 
All the European portion of Shanghai, and a C(m- 
sidei’able percentage of the native, had turned out to 
witness the iinish of the paper hunt, which, though 
not exciting in itself, was important as being the only 
amusement the settlement boasted that afternoon. 

I had walked as far as the Horse Hazaar myself, 
and had taken a ’rickshaw thence, more from pride 
than because I could afford it. To tell the truth, 
which will pop out sooner or later, however much 1 
may try to prevent it, I was keeping up ap})earancos, 
and though I lay back in my veliicle and smoked my 
cheroot with a princely air, I was painfully conscious 
of the fact that when the ride should be paid for the 
(‘xchequer would scarcely survive the shock. 

Since my arrival in Shanghai I had been more than 
usually unfortunate. I had tried for every billet tlien 
vacant, from those choice pickings at the top of the 
tree among the Iiigh gods, to tlie secretary.sliip of 
Eurasian Club of coTnmnnistical tendencies locati^ 
somewliere on the confines of the native city, but 
..p-N, ’ p 
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always witliout success. For the one I had not tlie 
nec(»ssary iulliUMico, for the other T hieked tluit pecu- 
liar ^iffc of obMequiousiK‘.ss whicli is so esseiitinl fo 
prosp(‘rity in that piirticular line ()f business. 
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Mijcod Court in the Magistrate's Yaincii, which is so 
justly tlreadiMl hy (*vcry Englishman, as the debtor of 
a Cocliin China Jew. The position was not a cli.eer- 
ful one, look at it in whatever light I would, hut I 
li:id exp(n*ieneed it a good many times before, and 
had always como out of it, if not with an increased 
uTmaint of si‘lf-rospect, certainly witJiont any very 
great degree of pc‘rsonal endiarrassment. < 

Arriving at the Well, 1 paid off iny coolie and took 
up a position near '^tho last jump,” which I noticed 
was a ])rej)ared fenco and ditch of considerable awk- 
wardness. I was only just in time, for a moment 
lat(»r tho horses camo at it with a rush : somo cleared 
it, some refused it, while others, adopting a miadle 
course, jumped on tlie top of it, blundered over, and 
finally sent their riders spinning over their heads into 
tlic mud at the feet of their fairest friends. It was 
not exactly an msthetic picture, but it was certainly a 
very amusing one. 

When the last horse had landed, imagining the 
sport to be over for the day, I was in tho act of 
moving away when tliei’e was a shout to stand clear, 
and wheeling round again, I was just in time to see a 
last horseman come dashing at tho fenco. Though 
he rode with considerable determination, and wjis 
evidently bent on putting a good finish to his day's 
amusetnent, it was plain that his horso was not of the 
same way of thinking, for, when ho was distant about 
half a dozen yards from the fence, ho broke his 
stride, stuck his feet into the mud, and endeavoured 
to come to a standstill. The result was not at all 
what he expected ; he slid towards the fence, received 
his rider's quirt, viciously administered, round his 
flank, made up his mind to jump too late, hit the top 
rail with his forehead, turned a complete somersault, 
and landed with a crash at roy feet. His rider fell 
into the arms of the ditch, out of which I presently 
dragged him. When I got him on the bank he' did 
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not look a pretty sij^ht, but, on tlie other hand, that 
did not prevent him from rec4>^m’sing me. 

Will red Hriiee, by all that\s glorious he cried, 
at the same time rising to his feet and mop])ing his 
slrf*amitig fao(» with a V(‘ry muddy poeket-hamlker- 
ciiief. “'rhis is a forhimde eneoimter, for do you 
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know, I spent two hours this morning looking for 
you ? 

I am sorry you should have had so much trouble,” 
I answered ; but are you sure you are not hurt ? ” 
Not in the least,” he answered, and when he had 
scraped as much mud as possible, turned to his 
horse, which had struggled to his feet and was gaz- 
ing stupidly about him. 
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Let me first send tliis clumsy brute home,” he 
said, “then I’ll find iny cart, and if you’ll permit mo 
ril take you back to town witli me.” 

Wo saw the horse led away, and, when we had 
discovered his dogcart among tlio crowd of vehicles 
waiting for their owners, mounted to our seats and 
si l otl‘ — after a few preliminary antics on the i}art of 
tlio leader — on our return to the settlement. 

Once coTnfortably on our way (Jeorgo Jhii’kston, 
wliom, I miglit mention here, I had known for iimro 
liiaii ten years, placed his whip in the bucket and 
turned to me. 

‘Mjook liere, llruee,” ho said, flushing a little* in 
anticipation of wliat he was about to say, not 

going tt) mince matters with yon, so lot us como 
straight to the point; we are old friends, and though 
we’vx» not seen as much of each other during this visit 
to Shanghai as we used to do in the old days when 
you wore deputy-commissioner of whatever it was, 
and I was your graceless subordinate*, I think I am 
pretty well conversant with your present condition. 
1 don’t want you to consider me iin pertinent, but I do 
want you to Jet me hel]) you if I can.” 

‘^TJiat’s very good of you,” I an.-»were(l, not without 
a little tremor, however, as he shaved a well-built 
American buggy by a hair’s hieadtli. tell tlie 

luniest truth, 1 want to get sonietliiiig to do pretty 
badly. There’s a serious detieit in the (fxehequer, my 
boy. And tlioiigh I’m a fairly old hand at the game 
i>f |)overty, I’vo still a sort of pride left, and I hav’^o no 
desire to figure in tlie Mixed Court next Wednesday 
on a charge of ijiability to pay my landlord twenty 
dollars for board and lodging.” 

course you don’t,” said Barkston warmly; 
and so, if you’ll let me help you, I’ve an ii^a that I 
can put you on to the right track to something. The 
fact is, there was a chap in the smoking-room at the 
club the other night with whom I got into conversa- 
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tion. He interested tne more than I can tell you, for 
he was one of the most curious beings who, I should 
imagine, has ever visited the East. I never saw such 
an odd-looking fellow in iny life. Talk about eyes — 
well, his wore — augh I Why, he looked you through 
and throiigli. You know old Benwell, of the ruveiine- 
enttor Y-chaufj't Well, while I was talking to this 
fellow, after a game of pool, in ho came. 

‘ Lfallo ! liarkston,^ ho said, as he brought up 
alojigsido the table, 'I thought you were sliooting 
with Jininiy Woodrough up the river? l^u glad to 

find you’re not, for I ^ Ho had gut as far as this 

before he becainc aware of niy companion. 'J'lien his 
jaw dropped ; he looked hard at him, said something 
under his breath, and, shaking me by the hand, made 
a feeble excuse, and fled the room. Not being able 
to make it out at all, I went aftei* him and foniid 
him looking for his hat in the liall. ^Come, I say, 
Benwell,’ I cried; Svhat’s up? What on earth 
made you bolt like that? Have I offended you?’ 
He led mo on one si<le, so that the servants should 
not hear, and having done so said confidejntially ; 
‘Barkston, I am. not a coward; in my time I’ve 
tackled Euroi)oaus, Zulus, Sonialis, Malays, Japanese, 
and Chinese, to say nothing of Manilla and Solomon 
boys, iind wluii’s more, 1 don’t mind facing them all 
again ; but when L find myself face to face with J3r, 
Nikola, well, 1 tell you 1 don’t tliink twice, I bolt ! 
Take my ti[) ami do the same.’ As lie might just as 
well have talked to me in low Hutch for all I should 
have understood, I tried to question hiiri, hut I might 
have spared myself the trouble, for I could get nothing 
‘satisfactory out of him. He simply shook me by the 
hand, told the hoy in tho hall to call him a ’rickshaw, 
and as j^n as it drew up at the steps jumped into it 
and dejmrted. When T got back to the billiard-room 
Nikola was still there, practising losing hazards of 
cxlniortlinai;/ difficulty. 
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IVo HU opinion IVc seen yonr friend before/ be 
siiiil as 1 sat down to watch him. *He is Benwcll of 
the Y-chang, and if 1 mistake not Ben well of the 
Y-chang remembers me.^ 

He seems to know you/ I said with a laugh. 



"'Yes/ Nikola continued after a little pause; '1 
have had the pleasure <5f being in Mr. Benwell’s 
company once before. It was in Haiphong Then 
with peculiar emphasis ; don’t know what^ thinks 
of the place, of course, but somehow I have an idea 
your friend will not willingly go near Haiphong 
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attain/ After lie had said this ho remained silent for 
a little^ wliile, then lie took a letter from his jiocket, 
I'ead it carefully, examined the env(*lopo, and Jiaving 
mad(> up his mind on a certain point turned to me 

I want to ask you a question/ ho said, jiultin^ 
tlie ciui he had been usin^ back into the rack. ' You 
know a jierson named Hruce, don’t you? a nuin who 
used to bo in the Civil Service, ami win) has the 
rej)utati()n of being able to disguise himself so like* a 
Chinaman that even Li Chang Tung would not know 
him for a Kuropean ? ’ 

“ ‘I do/ 1 answered ; ^ he is an old friend of mine ; 
and what is more, he is in Shanghai at the jiresent 
moment. It was only this morning 1 heard of him.’ 

Miring him to me/ said Nikola quickly. M am 
told he wants a billet., and if he sees me before twelve 
to-morrow night 1 think I can put him in t!ie way of 
obtaining a good one.’ Now there you are, Bruce, my 
boy. I have done my best for you.” 

And 1 am sinc(‘rely grateful to yon,” I answcix'd. 
‘Mint who is (his man, Nikola, and what sort of a 
billet do you think he can find me ? ” 

WJio he is [ can no more tell you than l ean fly. 
But if ho is not^the first cousin of the Old Gentleman 
himself, well, all I can say is, I’m no hand at finding 
reIatioiishi])s.” 

I am afraid that doesn’t tell me very much,” I 
answ(M-ed. “ What’s he like to look at ? ” 

Well, in ajipearance he might be described as tall, 
though you must not run away with the idea that he’s 
what you would call a big mail. On the contrary, he 
is most sh'inlerly built. Anything like the sym- 
metry of his figure, however, I don’t remember to 
have met with liefore. Ilis face is clean shaven, 
and is al^vays deadly pale, a sort of toad-skin pallor, 
that strikes you directly you see him and tlie re- 
membrance of which never leaves you again. IJis 
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eyes and liair arc as black as night, and he is as 
neat and natty as a rn^w pin. Wlien lie is watching, 
yon lie seems to bo looking tlirougli the back of your 
head into the wall behind, and when ho speaks youVe 
just got to pay attention, whether you want to or not. 
All things considered, tlie less I sec of him the better 
I shall like liiin.^’ 

You doiiH. giv(' me a very encouraging report of iny 
now (‘tu[)loyer. What on earth can he want with me?'* 

“ He’s Apollyon liimsidf,” laughed Barkston, " and 
wuiits a viaUre (Vhntol, I suppose ho imagines you^ll 
suit/' 

By tliis time we had left the Maloo and were enter- 
ing the town. 

AVhere shall I find this extraordinary man ? 1 
asked, as we drew near the place where 1 intended to 
alight. 

“ We’ll drive to the club and see if he’s there/' 
said Barkston, whipping up his horses. But, putting 
all joking aside, he really seemed most anxious to find 
you, and Jis he knew 1 was going ip look for you I 
don’t doubt that ho will have loft st^iO message for 
one of u.s there.” 

Having reached the Wanderers' Club, which is too 
well known to need any doscriptio» here, Barkston 
went iiLside, halving me to look after the horses. 
Five minutes later he emerged again, carrying a 
letter in his hand, 

“Nikola was hero until ten minutes ago,” he said, 
with a disappointed expres.siun upon his handsome 
face ; “ unfortunately he’s gone home now, but has left 
this note for me. If I find you he begs that I will 
send you on to his bungalow without delay, I have 
discovered tliat it is Fere’s old place in the French 
Concession, Kiie de la Fayette ; you kno;)v it, the 
third house on the right hand side, just past whor« 
that renegade French inaniuis shot his wifi*. If yoW 
vould care about it I’ll give you ^ note to him, and 
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you can dine, think it over quietly, and then take it 
on ycHii-helf this evening or not, as pleases you best/* 

“That would bo the better plan,^* I said. “I should 
like to have a little time to collect my thoughts before 
seeing hirn.*^ 

Thiu’enpon Ihirkston went back into the building, " 
and when he returned, which was in something under 
a quarter of an hour, ho brought the letter he had 
promised me in his hand. Ho jumped uj) and took 
the reins, the Chinese groom sprang out of the way, 
and wo were ofF. 

“ Can T drive you round to where you are staying ? ” 
he asked. 

“ 1 don’t think yon can,^* 1 answered, “ and for rea- 
sons wliich would be sure to commend themselves to 
you if I were to tell thorn. But I am very much 
obliged to you all the same. As to Nikola, 1*11 think 
the whole matter carefully out this evening, and, if I 
approve, after dinner 1*11 walk over and present this 
letter personally.** 

I thereu])()^d(\s(‘ended from the dogcart at the 
corner of theProad, and having again thanked iny 
friend for the kindness he had shown mo, bade him 
good-bye and took myself off. 

Reaching the Bund I sat myself down on a seat 
beneath a tnH) and disjiassioiialely reviewed the situa- 
llou. All things considered it was a pretty eompli- 
cuted one. Tliough 1 had not revealed as much to 
Barkston, who luul tlerived such happiness IVum his 
position of guide, philosopher and friend, this was not 
tJio first time 1 had heard of Nikola. Such a strange 
personality as his could not expect to go unremarked 
ill a gossip-loving community such as the East, and all 
sorts of stories had accordingly been circulated con- 
cerning him. Though I knew' toy fellow man too 
well to j)lace credence in half of what I had heard, 
it was impossible for mo to prevent myself from feel- 
ing a cuusiderablo amount of curiosity about the man/^ 
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Leaving the Blind I returned to my lodgings, had 
rny tea, iiiid about eight o’clock donned my hat again 
and set off in the direction of the French Concession. 
It was not a pleasant night, being unusually dark 
and inclined towards showery. The wind blew in 
fitful gusts, and drove the dust like hail against 
one’s face. Though I stood a good chance of ob- 
taining what 1 Avantod so much — employment, I can- 



not affirm with any degree of truth that I felt easy 
in my mind. Was I not seeking to become con- 
nected with a man who was almost' universally 
feared, and ivhose deputation was not such as would 
make most people desire a closer acquaintance with 
him ? This thought in itself was not of a reassuring 
nature. But in the face of my poverty I could not 
afi^ord to ho too squcainish. Sd leaAnng the 'UtibMe 
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la Paix on rny left hand I turned into the Rue de 
la Fayette^ wiicro Nikolais bungalow was situated, 
and having picked it out from its follows, made my 
way towards it. 

The compound and tlie house itself were in total 
darkness, but after I had twice knocked at the door 
a light came slowly down the passage towards me. 
1'he door was opened, and a China boy stood be- 
fore me holding a caudle in his liand. 

Does Dr. Nikola live here ? ’* I inquired, in vojy 
much the same tone as our boyhood^s liero, Jack of 
Reaiistalk climbing fame, might luive used when he 
asked to be admitted to the resuhmee of the giant 
F(‘e-fo-fuin. TJio boy nodded, wlicrenpon I liamh*d 
him my letter, and ordered him to convey it to his 
master without delay. With sucli celerity did he 
accomplish his mission that in less than two min- 
utes ho Inul returned and was beckoning mo to fol- 
low him. Accordingly I accompanied him down the 
passage towards a small room on the left hand side'. 
Wlioii I had entered it the door was imm(»diately 
closed behind me. There was no one in the apart- 
ment, and I was thus permitted an opjiortiinity of 
examining it to my satisfaction, and draAving my 
own conclusions before Dr. Nikola should-enter. 

As 1 have said, it was not larg(‘, nor was ils fur- 
niture, with a few exeeptious, in any w.iy extra- 
onlinary. The greater part of it was of the usual 
bungalow type, mdther liettor nor worse. . On tlic 
left hand as one entered was a windoAv, AvhicJi I 
observed was Iieavily barred and slnittorod ; be- 
tween that and the door stood a tall book-shelf, filled 
with works, standard and otherwise, on almost every 
ooncoivahle subject, from the elementary principles 
of Bimetallism to abstract Confucianism. A thick 
matting covered the lloor and a heavy curtain shel- 
tered a doorAvay on the side opposite to that by 
Avhich I had entered. On the walls were sc^vcral line 
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engravings, but I noticed that they wore all based on 
iiiicommou subjects, such as tlje visit of Saul to tlio 
Witch of Endor, a porformanco of the magicians be- 
fore Pliaraoh, and tlio converting of the dry bon(‘s 
into men in the desert. A clock ticked ontho book- 
case, but with that exce]>tion tliere was nothing to 
disturb the silence of the ro(xin. 

1 suppose I must have waited fully five minutes be- 
fnre my ears eanglit the sound of a soft footstep in an 
adjimiing aj)artni(*ntj then the second door opened, 
ihc curtain which covered it was drawn slowly aside, 
and a man, wdio could have b(*en none other than Dr. 
Nikola, made liis appearance. His dc\scription wns 
exactly what Jhirkston had given me, even to the 
peculiar eyes and, wdiat proved to be an apt illustra- 
tion, the wliito toad-coloured skin. Hp was attired 
in faultless evening dress, and its deep black har- 
nioni/ed well with his dark eyes and hair. What 
ins ago might liavo been 1 could not possibly tell, 
but r afterwards discovered that ho was barely thirty- 
eight. Ho -crossed the room to where I stqpd, 
holding out his liand as he did so and saying, — ^ 

Mr. Wilfred Bruce 

''That is my name,” I answered, "and I believe 
you are Dr. Nikola ? ” 

"Exactly,^' ho said, "I am Dr, Nikola; and now 
that we know each other, shall wo jiroceed to busi- 
ness ? 

As lie spoke ho moved 'with that peculiar grace 
which always characterized him aci’oss to the door by 
which he had entered, and liaving opened it, signed 
to me to pass through. I did so, and found my- 
self in another large room, possibly forty feet long by 
twenty wide. At the furtlier end ivas a lofty win- 
dow, containing some good stained glass; the walls 
were hung with Japnneso tapestry, and w ere orna- 
mented with swords, battle-axes, two or three K]a’ci- 
meiis of Rajput armmir, books galore, and a quantity 
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of cxcoctliiigly valuable china. The apartment was 
lit by three hanging lamps of rare workmanship 
and design, while scattered about the room were 
niunberless cu.shion(‘d chairs and divans, beside one 
of wliich I noticed a beautifully iidaid Imqa of a 
certain shape and make that I had neveu* before 
se(Mi out of Istjirnboid. 

“ Pray sit down/’ said Dr. Nikola, and as he spoke 
ho signed mo to a chair at the fin^thor end. I seat(‘d 
myself and wonder(‘d what would come next. 

“This is iii^t j'^our first visit to China, T am given to 
understand,” ho continued, as ho sefited himself in a 
chair opposite mine, and regarded me steadfastly with 
his extraordinary eyes. 

“It is not/’ I answered. “I am an old resident in 
the East, and I think I may say I know China as well 
'as any living Englishman,” 

“ Quite so. You wore present at tho meeting at 
Quong Sim’s house in the Wauhsicn on tho 23rd 
August, 1889, if I remember aright, and you assisted 
Mail I’oo to evade capture by the mandarins tho week 
following.” 

“ How on cfirtli did you know that ? ” I asked, my 
surprise quite "getting the better of mo, for I had 
always been convinced that no other soul, save tho 
man himself, was aware of my participation in that 
affair. 

“ One becomes awai'e of many strange things in the 
East,” said Nikola, hogging his knee and looking at * 
me over tho top of it, “ and yet that little circum- 
stance r have just referred to is apt to teach one how 
much one might know, and how small after all our 
knowledge is of eAch other’s lives. One could almost 
expect as much from brute beasts.” 

“I am afraid I don't quite follow you,” I said 
simply. 

“ Don’t you ? ” he answ'ered. “ And yet it is very ^ 
simple after all. Lot me give you a practical illustra* 
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tion ()[ my iiK'aninfr. If you roc anytliuipf m it otlier 
thin I nit(Mul, tlu' lil.nno must bo upon jmir own 
ho III ’’ 

llpon a t.iblo rloso h) liis rbair lay a largo sheet of 
white jiipin*. 'riiis ho phicoil upon the floor, lie then 
took a stiok of ehareo.il in his hnml and presently iit- 
(tr(‘(l .ihmg and very poouliar wiiistlo. Next momeid, 
without .my warinng, an enormous eat, black as his 
in.ist(‘i\ o(».it, h‘.ipt down from somewhere on to the 
door, anti stood swishing his tad beftiro us. 

“ There are some' po<»ple in the >vt»rhl,'’ said Nikola 
o.ilinly, at the s mn* lime stroking the great boasts 
s<»|l b.itk, '‘wlio would ondoavtmr to eoiivinee yon 
that this eat is my familiar spirit, and that, with his 
as«>istaiioo, I work all sorts of extraordinary magic. 
YtiUjot course, would not lie so silly as to believe such 
idle tail's, Jhit to bear out what I was saying just 
now let us try an expi'riment with his assistance. It 
IS ]ust possible 1 in.ij bo able to toll you something 
more oi jour life.^^ 

Heie hi' stooped and wrott' n number of figures up 
to ten witli tlie cliareoal upon the paper, duplicating 
them in a lint' bedow. He then took the cat upon his 
knee, stroked it < art'f idly, and finally whispered some- 
thing in its ear. Insta^ily the brute sprang down, 
])lae(‘d its right fore-paw on one of the numerals of 
the top rt)W, while, whether by ehanco or magic I 
cannot say, it performed a aimihir action with its left , 
tm the row below. 

Tw’entj'-four,” Said Nikola, with one of hia peculiar 
smiles. 

Then taking the piece of charcoal once inare in his 
haiul, and tuning the paper ovei^ he wrote upon it 
the names ot the diiferent months of Ihe year. 
Placing it on the floor he again said something to the 
cat, who this time stfiod upon June. The ^phabet 
followed, and letter by h'tt^r tlie uncanny beast snelt 
out Apia ^ 
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“ On the 24th June/^ said Nikola, a year nnde- 
tonnined, you were in Apia. Lot us sec if we can 
discover tlio ycar.'^ 

Again lie wrote the numerals np to ten, and imme- 
iliiitoly the ojit, with fiondiali ])recision, worked out 
1875. 

'*“18 tliat correct?^* asked this extraordinary per- 
son when the brute hn.d finished its porformanc*(». 

It was (piito correct, and I ic»ld liiin so. 

• ‘‘ Thn glad of tlnit. And now do yon want to know 
any more ? ” ho asked. 'HF yon wisli it T might per- 
haps Ikj able to tell you yonr bnsimvss there.'^ 

i did not want to know. And J can only ask yon 
to believe* Unit I had very good reasons for not doing 
so. Nikola, laughed softly, and pres.sed the tips of Ins 
long white fingers together as he looked at nu*. 

^^Now tell me truthfully wliat you think of my 
cat ? said he. 

might bo excused if one endowed him with 
Satanic attributes,'^ I answered. 

And yet, though you tliink it so wonderful, it is 
only because I have subjected liim to a curious form 
of educfition. There is a power latent in animals, and 
particularly in cats, which few of us suspect. And if 
animals have this power, how much more may men be 
expected to possess it. Do you know, IMr. Bruce, I 
should bo very interested to find out cxatttly how far 
you think the human intelligence can go ; that is to 
say, how far you think it can penetrate into the 
regions of what is generally called the occult ? " 

Again I must make the excuse,” I said, ^^that I 
do not follow you.” 

Well then let me place it before you in a rather 
simpler form. If I may put it so bluntly, where 
should you be inclined to say this world begins and 
ends?” 

I should say,” I replied — this time without Iiosita- 
tion — " that it begins with birth and epds with death,” 
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AtuI after floalli ? *' 

“ Well, what happens then is a question of theology, 
ami one for the pa.rs(iiis to ileciile/’ 

You have no imliviiliial o}>inion ? 

“ T have the remnants of wliat I learnetl as a boy/* 

T ^ee ; in that case you l)eliovo that as soon as 
the breath has forsaken this mortal body a certain in- 
deM'ril'Iable part of us, whieh for the sake of argument 
\v(^ will denominate soul, leaves this mundane s]>here 
and enters upon a new existeuec in one or other of 
two jdaees ? ** 

'rhat is certainly what F^was taught/* I an- 
sweieil: ‘ 

Quite so; that Avas the teaching you rectdvod in 
tU '|)arish of High Waleombe, Somersetshire, and 
iniglit be taken a^ a very good typo of what your class 
tliinhs throughout the world, frmn the Arelihisliop of 
Canterbury down to the fann labouror*s child who 
walks three inih‘s every sovonth day to attend Sun- 
tlay school. Ibrt in that stdf-sanio village, if I re- 
member rightly, tlunv was a little man of portly build 
.whose a-dlionnits numb(a*ed preeisely forty-live souls; 
J)e was called heather 0*Jlorke, and I have not the 
slighte.st doubt, if yon had asked liim, he would have 
given you quite a different aceount of what becomes 
of that soul, or essence, if wo may so call it, after it 
^!lias left this mortal body. Tobias Smalleornbe, who 
■ preaeht'fl in a spasmodic, Avi’idy way on the gr<'eii to a 
Ciingregatiou made up a few (mthusiasts, a dozen 
fitnall bnys, ami a handful of donkeys and goabs, will 
give vfai yet a.nother, and so on tlii'ongh iiniidxM'leHS 
|raritjtie.s of ereeds to the end of tlic cliapter, Kacli 
»dll claim the privilege <»f being riglit, and each will 
pant you to believe exactly as he does. But at the 
nmo time we must remember, provided we would be 
kite fair, that there are not wanting Icientists, ad- 
Hiitdtty the cleverest men of the day, who assert 
^lile all our friends are agreed that there is n 

ISn. c 
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life after dentil— a spirit world, in fact — tli(*y aro all 
wrong. If you will allow mo to give you my own 
idea of what you think, I should say that your opinion 
is, that when you’ve done with the solid flesh that 
makes np Wilfred TIruee it doesn’t much matter what 
liappeiis. Ihit let us suppose lhat WillVed llriiee, or 
his mind, shall we say ? — that part of him at .any rate 
which is anxious, which thinks and whicli snlTers — is 
destined to exist afterwiirds throngli endlc*ss a)ous, a 
prey to continual remorse for all misdiM'ds : how 
would ho regard deuith then ? ” 

* ‘‘ But heforo you can expect an answer to that 
r\ucation it ia necessary that you should prove that 
he does so continue to exist,” 1 said. 

‘‘ That’s exactly what I desire and intend to do,V 
said Nikola, and it is to thvit end 1 Iwive sought you 
out, and we aro arguing in this fashion now. Is your 
time very fully occupies! at present ? ” 

I smiled. * 

quite understand,” he said, W(‘ll, I have got 
a proposition to make to yon, if you will listen to me. 
Years ago, ai\d qnit(‘ by chance, when the subject we 
aro now discussing, and in whicli I am mort^ inter- 
ested than you can imagine, was first brought pro- 
perly under my notice, I b'll into the* company of a 
most ( 3 xtn;a(n*d inary man. He was. originally an Ox- 
ford don, but for some reason lie went wrong, and 
was afterwards shot by Balmaeeda at Santi.-igo during 
the (lliilijin war. Among other places, lie had lived 
fur many yeai's in North-Wostorn China. lie pos- 
sessed one\>f the queerest personalities, but he told 
me some wonderful things, and wliat was more to the 
point, he backed them with proofs. Yon would pro- 
bably have called them clever conjuring tricks. So 
did 1 then, but 1 don’t now. Nor do I think will 
you when 1 liave done with you. It was from that 
man and an old PuddliUt ..priest with whom I spent 
some time in Ceylon, that I learnt the tiny fact 
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which put me on tlie trail of what I am now follow- 
ing up. 1 have tracked it clue by clue, carefully 
and laboriously, with varying success for eight long 
years, and at last I am in the position to say that 
I believe I have my thumb upon the key-note. If 
I can press it down and obtain the result I want, I 
can put myself in possessioir of inft)rmation the 
magnitude of whic h ^t]i o w'orld— [ mean the Guro- 
jH»a u world, of. ..Cj mrse — has not the slightest cdnr 
cc'ptiQU. I am a courageous man, but I will confess 
that the prospect of what I am about to attempt 
almost frigliteiis me: It is neither more nor less 
than to penetrate, with the help of certain Chinese 
secret s6cicties, into the most extraordinary seat of 
learning that you or any other man over heard 
of, and wlien there to beg, liorrow, or steal the 
'marvellous secrets they possess. I cannot go alone, 
ffu’ a hundred reasons, therefore I must find a man to 
accompany mo ; that man must be one in a thousand, 
and he must also necessarily be a consummate Chinese 
scliohir. Ho must be plucky beyond the average, he 
must bo capable of disguising himself so that his* 
iiatiomflity shall never for a moment be suspected, 
and he must go fully convinced in his owui mind that 
ho will never return. If ho is prepared to undertake 
so much I am prepared to be generous. I will pay 
liiui .£5,000 doAvii before wo start and £5,000 when wo 
n'tnrn, if retnim avo do. What do you say to that ? 

I didn’t know wliat to say, magnitiido of 

tlu^ proposal, to leave the value of the lionorariiim OAit 
of the question, completely staggered mo. I wanted 
money more than I had over done in my life beforej 
and thisVas a sum beyond even my wildest dreams; 
I also had no objectiim to adventure, bnt at the same 
time I must confess this seemed too foolhardy an 
undertaking altogether. 

“What can 1 say?”. I answered, "It’s such an 
extraordinary proposition.” 
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“ So it is/’ he said. ‘‘But as I take it, wc arc both 
extraordinary men. Had you been ouo of life’s rank 
and file 1 should not bo discussing it with you noAv, 

I would think twice before I refused if I were you ; 
Shangliai is sucli an unpleasant place to get into troul)le 
in, and l)esid(' tliat, you know, next AVednesday will 
see th(^ end of your moneys even if you do sell your 
Avat(;li and chain, as you j)roposed to yourself to- 
niglit.” 

Ho said this with sucli an air of innocence tliat 
for the moment it did not strike me to wonder how 
he had bocome acquainted with the state of my 
finances. 

Come,” he said, you had l)(‘tter say yes.” 

\ should Jike a little more time to think it over,” 

I answered. cannot pledge myself to so mneli 

without giving it thorough consideration. Hviui if it 
wore not folly on my part it would scarcidy bo fair 
to you.” 

V(‘ry good, then. Go homo and think about it. 
Come and see mo to-morrow night at this time and 
let me have your decision. In the meantime if I 
were you 1 would say nothing about our conversa- 
tion to any one.” 

1 assured him I would not, and then he rose, and 
I understood that oiir interview was at an end. I 
followed him into the hall, the lihick cat inarching 
seilately at our h(*els. In the verandah ho stopjx'd^ 
and held out his hand, saying with an indeseribable 
swei'tness of tone, — 

li(»iie, Afr. Hrueo, you will believe, that T am 
most anxious for your companionship. J dtm’t flatter 
you, I simply state tlie truth when 1 affirm that you 
are the only man in China whoso co-operation I 
would ask. Now good-night. I hope you will come 
to me wdtli a favourable answer to-morrow.” 

As he spoke, and as if to emphasize his request, 
the black cat, which up to that time had been stand- 
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iiig bosido him, now camo over ami began to mb ifcs 
head, accompanying its action with a soft, purring 
noise, against my leg. 

“ 1 will let yon know without fail by this time to- 
morrow evening,” 1 said. Good-night.” 
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NIKOLAIS OFJ^’KH 

A FTm 1 liiul Lidclrii Dr. Nikolji ^mnUiU^U iti 
tJio Vfi*an(ia.li of Jiis Jiousc', 1 coiisuliod my 
watcli, aiul discuva'riiig tluit it was not yot 
tdcvoii o’clock, set off for a long walk through tlio 
city in order to consider iny position. 1’hero wero 
many things to b(3 rc'ckoned for and against his offer. 
To begin with, as a point in its favour, 1 reimunbercd 
the fact thatl was alone iji tlie world. JFy father and 
mother had been dead .some years, and as 1 was their 
only child, I had neither brother nor sister dependent 
upon my ex(*rti(jns, or to mourn iny loss if by ill-chance 
anything desj)eratc should befall mo. In the second 
[diict', T had been a travoller in strange lands from 
my yoiiili uj), and was therefore the more accus- 
tonu'd to hard living, ^fhi.s will bo bettor understood 
Avheii 1 say that 1 liad run away from homo at the 
age of fifteen to go to sea ; had spent three years in 
the roughest life before the mast any man could 
dream of or desire ; had gtft through another five, 
scarcely li^ss savage, as an Australian biishman on 
the borders of the Great Desert; ajioiher two in a 
detachment of the Cape Mounted Polieo ; 1 had alse 
held a fair appointment in Hong-Kung, and had 
drifted in and out of many otlier employments good, 
bad, and indifferent. I was thirty-five years of age*, 
had never, with the exception of my attack of fever 
in New Guinea, known what it was to bo really sick 
or soi*ry, and, if the information is of any use to the 
world, weighed thirteen stone, stood close upon six 



PJWS AND CONS 


29 


foot in iny stockings, had grey eyes and dark-brown 
hair, and, if you will not deein mo ooncoitod for saying 
so, had tho reputation of being passably good- 
looking. 

My position at that moment, financially and other- 
wise, was certainly precarious in the extreino. It 
was true, if I looked long enough, I might find some- 
thing to do, but, on tho other hand, it was equally 
])robablo that I should not, for, as I kn;‘W to my cost, 
lliero were dozens of men in Shanghai at that 
monuud, also on the look-out for »eniploymcnt, who 
would snap up anything that offered at a moment's 
notice. Only that morning I had been assured l)y a 
well-known niercliant, upon whom J had Avaited in 
the hope of obtaining a cashiersliip he had vacant in 
his office, that he could have filled it a hundred times 
over before my arrival, 'riiis being so, I told myself 
that 1 had no right to iieglect any opjmrtunity which 
might come in my way of bettering my position. I 
therefore resolved not to reject Nikola's o1T(t without 
tho most ca^roful consideration. Unfortunately a love 
of adventure formed an integral part of my constitu.- 
tion, and when a temptation, such as tho present, 
offered it was difficult for me to resist it. Indeed this 
particular form of adventure appealed to rue with a 
voice of more than usual strength. 'What was still 
more to the point, Nikola was such a born loader of 
men that the mysterious fascination of his manner 
seemed to compel me to give him my co-operation, 
whether I would or would not. That tho enterprise 
wiis one involving tho chance of death was its most 
unpleasant feature ; but still, I told myself, I had to 
die some time or otlier, while if my luck held good, 
and I came out of it alive, £10,000 would render me 
iudepcudeiit for the rest of my existence. As the 
thought of this largo sum came into my mind, the 
sinister form of my half-caste hmdlord rose before 
my mind's eye, and the memory of his ill-written and 
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worse spelled account, wliicli I should certainly 
receive upon tlio morrow, chilled mo like a cold 
douche. Yes, iny mind was made up, I 'icould go; 
and having come to tin's decision, I wont home. 

But when I woke next morning Prudence sat by 
iny bedside. My dreams had not been good ones. I 
had seen myself poisoned in Chinese monasteries, dis- 
membered by almond-eyed headsmen bid'ore city 
gates, and tortured in a thousand terrible ways and 
places. Though these nightmares were, only the 
natural outcome of my anxiety, yet I could not dis- 
abuse my mind of the knowledge that every one- 
was within the sphere of probability. Directly I 
should have changed into Celestial dress, stained 
my face and sewn on my pigtail, I would be a China- 
man ])iiro and simjde, amenable to Chinese law and 
liable to Chinese penalties. Then there was another 
point to be considered. What sort of travelling com- 
|)anion would Nikola prove ? Would I bo able to 
trust him in moments of danger and difliculty? 
Would he stand by mo as one comrade shoiild by 
another? And if by any chance we should get into 
a scraj»c and there slioulJ be an o])}K)rtunity of escajic 
for one only, would Nikola, by virtue of being my 
emjdoyer, seize that chance and leave me to brave 
the u))sh()t, wliatever it mighb bo ? In that case my 
£5,000 in the yhanghai Bank and the £5,000 which 
was to be paid to me on my return would be little less 
useful than a worn-out tobacco pouch. And this sug- 
gested to my mind another question : Was Nikola 
sufficiently rich to be able to pay £10,000 to a man to , 
accompany him on such u Imrobraiiied errand ? These 
were all matters of importance, and they wore also 

J uestions tliat had to bo satisfactorily answered before 
euuld come to any real decLsion. 'J'hough Barkston 
liad informed mb that Nikola w^as so well known 
thiMughout the Kast, though Beiiwell, of tlie Chinese 
Beyenue Service, had shown himself, frightened 
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w^hcii he had met him face to face in the club, and 
though I, myself, had heard all sorts of queer stories 
about him in Saigon and the Manillas, they wero none 
of them sufficiently definite to be any guarantee to me 
of his monetary stability. To set my mind at rest, I 
determined to make inquiries about Nikola from smno 
unbiassed person. But who was that person to be ? 
1 reviewed all my ae<|uaiiitauces in turn, but without 
pitching upon any who would be at al\ likely to bo 
able to help me in my dilemma. Theji, while I was 
diwssing, J remeiribered a man, a merchant, owning 
one of the largest hnujH along the Bund, who was 
supposed to know more about jK'oplo in general, and 
queer folk in' ])articular, than any man in China. 

I ate my breakfast, such as it W'as, received my ac- 
count From my landlord with iho lordly air of ( ue 
who has *410,000 reposing at his banker^s, lit an cx- 
celleiit cigar in tlic verandah, and then sauntered 
down town. 

Arriving at the Bund, I walked alojig until I 
discovijred my friemVs office. It overlooked the 
river, and was as line a building as any in Bliaughai. 
Ill the 'main hall I had the good fortune to discover 
the merchant’s cliief comj) radar, who, having learned 
that his master was disengaged, conducted mo forth- 
with to his presence. * 

Alexander McAndrcw hailed from north of the 
Tweed — this fact the least observant would have 
noticed before ho had been five minutes in his com- 
piuiy. His father had been a night watchman at one 
of the Glasgow banks, and his own early youth was 
spent as a ragged, barefooted boy in the stree® of 
that extraordinary city. Of liis huinblo origin 
McAndrcw, however,/ was prouder than *any De la 
Zouch could have been of friendship with the Con- 
queror; itidced, ho was wont, when he entertained 
friends at his iiriucely bungalow in the Kiiglish Con- 
ccasion, to recall au'd dwell with delight upon the 
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sordid circumstances tliat brought about tlic happy 
chance which, one biting winter’s morning, led him 
to seek fame and fortune in the East. 

“ Why, Mr. Bruce,’’ he cried, rising from his chair 
and shaking me warmly by ihc hand, “ this is a most 
unexpected pleasure ! How long have you been in 
Shanghai ? ” 

Longer than I care to remember,” I answered, 
taking the seat ho offered me, 

‘'And all tliat time you have never once IhjOii to 
see me. That’s hardly fair treatment of an old 
friend, is it ? ” 

“ 1 must ask your pardon for my rmmssness,” I 
said, " but somehow things have iK)t gone well with 
me in Shanghai this time, and so [’vo not l)e(Ui to 
see anyb(jdy. You observe that I am candid with 
you,” 

"I am sorry to hear that you are in trouble,” he 
said. "1 don’t want to appear impertinent, but if I 
can bo of any service to you I sincerely hope you will 
command me.” 

" Thank you,” I answered, " I have already de- 
tennined to do so. Indeed it is to consult you that I 
have taken the liberty of calling upon you now.” 

"I am glad of that. Upon what subject do you 
want my advice ? ” 

" Well, to begin with, let me tell you that I have 
been offered a billet which is to bring me in £10,000.” 

"Why, I thought you said things were not pros- 
pering with you ? ” cried my friend. " Tliis doesn’t 
look as if there is much wrong. What is the billet ? ” 

" That, I am sorry to saj) I am not at liberty to 
reveal to any one.” 

" ’J’hon in what way can I bo of use to you ? 

"First, I want to know if you can give mo any 
information about my employer ? ” 

" 'JV'll me liis naine and I’ll see what I can do,” the 
nicrjidiant answered, not without a show of pride. 
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I think I ki^w nine out of every ten men of any 
importance in the East/^ 

Well/^ I said, “ this man^s name is Nikola.” 

Nikola ! ” ho cried - in complete astonishment, 
wheeling round to face me. What possible business 
can you have with Nikola- that is to bring you in 
£ 10 , 000 ?” 

Business of the very utmost importance,” I an- 
swered, ^'involving almost life and death. But it is 
evident you know him ? ” 

In reply the old man leant over tlie table and sank 
his voice almost to a whisper. 

“ Bruce,” he said, I know more of that man than 
I dare tell you, and if you will fake my advice you 
will l)a(?k out while you have time. If you ean\ why, 
be more than careful what arrangements you make 
with him.” 

^^You frighten mo,” I said, more impressed by his 
earnestness than I cared to own. ho not good 

for the money, then ? ” • 

Oh, as for the money, I don^t doubt that he could 
pay it a dozen times over if ho wanted to,” the worthy 
merchant replied. ^^Ju point of fact, between our- 
selves, he has the power to draw upon me up to the 
extent of £50,000.” 

He's a rich man, then ? ” 

Immensely ! ” 

But where on earth does his money come 
from ? ” ' 

Ah ! that's a good deal more than I can tell you,” 
he replied. ^^But wherever he gets it, take my 
advice and think twice before you put yourself into 
his power. Personally, and I can say it witli truth, 
I don't fear many men, but I do fear Nikola, and that 
I'm not the only man in the world who does I will 
prove to you by this letter.” 

As he spoke ho opened a dra\f%r in his writing- 
table and took out a couple of sheets of notepaper. 
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Spreading them upon the table before him, he 
smoothed the page and began to read. 

“This letter, you must understand/^ ho said, “is 
from the late Colonial Secretary of New South AVales, 
tlie Hon. Sylvester Wetherell, a personar friend of 
mine. ^ I will skip the commeiicoin out, which is mainly 
private, and come to the main issue. He says ; 

Since I wrote to you in Juno last, 
from Ijondou, 1 liave been passing tli rough a time of 
terrible trouble. As I told you in a letliu* some years 
ago, 1 was brought, quite against my will, into deal- 
ings with a most peculiar poj’son named Nikola. 
Some few years since I defeinled a man known as 
China Veto, in our Central Criminal Court, against a 
charge of murder, and, what was more, got him off. 
When he died, being unable to pay me, lie made me a 
present of all lie had to leave, a peculiar little stick, 
covered with carved Chinese characters, about which 
he told me a mad rigmarole, but which has sinco nearly 
proved my undoing. For some inscrutable reason this 
luan Nikola wanted to obtain possession of this stick, 
a,nd because I refused to let him have it has subjected 
mo to such continuous persecution these few years past 
as to nearly drive me into a lunatic asylum. Every 
method that a irian could possibly adopt or a 
demoniacal brain invent to compel me to surrender 
the curio he tried. You will gather something of 
what I moan when I tell you that my house was twice 
broken into by Chinese burglars, that I was garrotted 
within a hundred yards of my own front door, that 
my wife and daughter were intimidated by innumer- 
able throatoiiiiig letters, and that I was at length 
broiiglit to such a pitch of nervousness that after my 
wife died I fled to England 'to escape him. Nikola 
followed me, drew into tho plot he was weaving about 
me the Duke of Clenbjirrtli, his sen, tlio Marquis of 
Btickimham, iSir llichard Hatteras, who has since mar- 
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riod my daughter, our late Governor, the Earl of 4ni- 
berloy, and at least a dozen other persons. Through 
liis agency Beckenham and Ilatteras wore decoyed 
into a house in Port Said and lockiul up for three 
weeks, while a spurious nobleman was sent on in his 
lordship’s place to Sydney to become acquainted with 
my daughter, and finally to solicit her hand in mar- 
riage. . Portmiately, however. Sir llichard Hatteras 
and his friend managed to make the?r escape from 
custody in time to follow the scoundrels to Sydney, 
and to warn nio of the plot that was! liatching against 
mo. ^J'he result was disastrous. Foiled 'in his endea- 
vours to revenge himself upon me by marr^n'ng my 
diugliterto an impostor, Nikola hnd the audacity to 
abduct my girl from a ball at Governuumt Mouse and 
to convey her on a yacht to an island in the South 
Pacific, whence a month later \yo rescued her. 
\Vheth(‘r we should have been permitted to do so if 
the stick referred to, which was" demanded as ran- 
som, had not fallen, quite by chance, into Nikola’s 
possession, I cannot say. But the stick did become 
his property, and now wo are free. Since tlien 
my (laughter has married Sir Jtichard Hatteras, 
and at the present moment they are living on his 
estate in England. I expect you will be wondering 
why I have not prosecuted this man Nikola, but to 
tc'll-yoii the honest truth, McAndrew, I have such a 
wholesome dread of him that since I have got my 
girl back, and have only lost the curio, which has 
always been a trouble to mo, 1 am quite content to 
say no more about the matter. Bedsides, I must 
confess, he has worked with such devilish cunning 
that, trained in the law as I am, I cannot see that we 
should stand any chance of bringing him to book/ 

" Now, Bruce, that you have heard the ]ett(?r, what 
do you think 6f Dr. Nikola ? 

- "It puts rather a different complexion on affairs, 
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doesn’t it?” I snid. "But still, if Nikola will play 
fair by mo, £10,000 is £10,000. I’vo boon twenty 
years in this world trying to make money, and this is 
the sum total of my wealth.” 

As I spoke I took out of my pocket all the money I 
had in the world, which comprised half a dozen coins, 
amounting in English to a total of G.*?. JOd. 1 turned 
to the merchant. 

I don’t know what you will think, but ray own 
opinion is that Nikola’s chai*acter will have to bo. a 
very outrageous one to 'outweigh 10,000 golden 
sovereigns.” 

“I am afraid you are a little bit reckless, aren’t 
you, Bruce ? ” said the cautious Me Andrew. If you 
will take my advice I should say try for som(‘thing 
else,^ and what is more. I’ll help you tp^do so. Thersp 
is a billet now open in my old friend w^j[^er’s office. 
th3 salary is a good one and the duties •fire light. 
When I saw him this morning it Was still unfilled. 
Why not try for it ? If yon like I’ll give you a letter 
of introduction to him, and will tell him at tlio same 
time that I shall consider it a personal favour if ho 
will take you into his employ.” 

^^I’ln sure I’m very mucli obliged to you,” I 
answered warmly. ^^Yes, I think 1 will try for it 
before I give Nikola a reply. May T liav© the hotter 
now ? ” 

'‘With pleasure,”^ he said. "I will write it at 
ouct».” 

Thereupon ho dipped his pen in the ink and com- 
posed the epistle. When it was written and I had 
taken it, I thanked him warmly for his kindness, and 
bade him good-bye. 

Mr. Webster’s hong was at the far end of the 
Bund, and was another fine building. As soon as I 
had gained admittance I inquired for the merchant, 
and after a brief wait was conducted to bis office. 
He proved to bo Mr. McAndrew’s oppoiisite in every 





DISAPPOINTMENTS 


39 


way. He waa tall, portly^ and intensely solemn. 
He seldom laughed, and when ho did his mirth waa 
hard and cheerless like his own exterior. He read 
my letter carefully and then said, — 

am exceedingly sorry, Mr. Bruce, that you 
should have had all this trouble. I should have been 
only too glad for my friend McAndrew^s sake to have 
taken you into my employ; unfortunately, however, 
the position in question was filled less than an hour 

'' I regret to hcmr that,” I said, with a little sigh of 
disappointment. " I really am most unfortunate ; 
this makes the thirteenth post I have tried for, as 
you see, unsuccessfully, since I arrived in Shanghai.” 

“Your luck does not seem propitious,” was the 
reply. “ But if you would like to put your applica- 
tions up to an even number I will place you in the 
way of another. I understand that the Red and 
Yellow Funnel Steamer Company have a vacancy in 
their office, and if you would care to come along with 
mo at onco I'll take you up and introduce you to the 
manager myself. In that case he will probably do 
all he can for you.” 

I thanked him for his courtesy, and when he had 
donned his topee we accordingly set off for the office 
in question. But another disappointment was in 
store for me. As in Mr. Webster's own case, the 
vacant post had just been filled, and when we passed 
out of the manager's sanctum into the main office the 
newly appointed clerk was already seated upon his 
high stool making entries in a ledger. 

On leaving the building I* bade my companion 
good-bye on the pavement, and then with a heavy 
heart returned to my abode. I had not been 
there ten minutes before my landlord entered the 
room, and without preface, and with the smallest 
modicum of civility, requested that I wo^Jd make 
it convenient to discharge my account th^t Vefy day. 

D.N. ,1) 
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As I was quite unable to comply with his request, I 
was compelled to tell him so, and when he left the 
room there was a decidedly unpleasant coolness be- 
tween us. For some considerable time after I was 
alone again I sat ‘ wrapped in anxious thought. 
What was I" to do ? Every walk of life seemed 
closed against me ; my very living was in jeopardy i 
and though, if I remained in Shanghai, I might hear 
of other billets, still I had no sort of guarantee that I 
should be any more successful in obtaining one of 
them than I had hitherto been. In the meantime 
I had to live, and what was more, to pay my bill. 
I could not go awAy and leave things to take care 
of themselves, for the reason that I had not the 
necessary capital for travelling, while if I remained 
and did not pay, I should find myself in the Mixed 
Court before many days were over. 

Such being the desperate condition of my affairs, 
to accept Dr. Nikolais offer was the only thing open 
to me. But I was not going to do so without driving 
a bargain. If ho would deposit, as he said, £5,000 
to my credit in the bank I should not only be saved, 
but 1 should then have a substantial guarantee of his 
solvency. If not, well, I had better bring matters to a 
climax at once. Leaving the house I returned to the 
Bund, and seating myself in a shady spot carefully 
reviewed the whole matter. By the time darkness fell 
my mind was made up — I would go to Nikola, 

Exactly at eight o'clock I Reached his house and 
rang the bell. In answer to my peal the native boy, 
the same who had admitted me on the previous 
occasion, opened the door and informed me that his 
master was at home and expecting me. . Saving 
entered I was conducted to the apartment in which I 
had waited for him on the preceding evening; Again 
for nearly five minutes I was left to myself and my 
own thoughts, then the door opened and Dr, Nikola 
walked into the room. 
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“Good evening, Mr. Bruoe/^ lie said. “ Ifou arc 
very punctual, and that is not only a uleasant trait in 
your character, but it is also a good ^men, 1 hope. 
Shall we go into the next room ? We can talk better 
there.” 

I followed him into the adjoining apartment, and 
at his invitation seated myself in the chair I had 
occupied on the previous night. We* had not been 
there half a minute b efore the black cat made his 
H- ppearanee^ and recognising me as an old friend 
rubbed his head against my leg. 

“You see even the cat is anxious to conciliate 
you,” said Nikola, with a queer little smile. “ I don't 
suppose there are five other men in the world with 
wliom he would be as friendly as tliat on so short an 
acquaintance. Now lot me hear your ilecisiqii. Will 
you come with me, or have you resolved to decline 
my offer ? ” 

“Under certain conditions I have made up my 
mind to accompany you,” I said. “ But I think it 
only fair to tell you that those conditions are rather 
stringent.” 

“Let me hear them,” said Nikola, with that 
gracious affability ho could sometimes assume* 
“Even if they are overpowering I think it will go 
hard with me if 1 cannot effect some sort of a com- 
promise with you.” 

“Well, to begin with,” I answered, “I shall 
require you to pay into a bank hero the sum 
£5,000. If you will do that, and will give me a b« 
at a year for the rest of the money, I'm your maiiy 
and you may count upon my doing everything in my 
power to serve jou.” 

“ My dear fellow, is that all ? ” said Nikola quickly, 
“I. will make it £10,000 with pleasure to secure youi* 
co-operation. I had no idea it would be the money 
that would stop you. Excuse me one moment,” 

He rose from his chair and went across to a table 
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at the other end of tho room. Having seated himself 
he wrote for two or threo moments; then returning 
handed me a small slip of paper, which I discovered 
was a cheque for £10,000. 

There is your money, ho said. " You can pre- 
sent it as soon as you like, and the bank will cash it 
on sight. I think that should satisfy you as to the 
geimiiienoss of my motives. Now 1 suppose you are 
prepared to throw in your lot with me ? 

Wait one moment, I said. " That is not all. 
You have treated mo very generously, and it is only 
fair that I should b(‘havo in a similar manner to you.^’ 

Thank you,^^ answered Nikola. What is it you 
have to say to me now ? 

" Ho you know a man named Wetherell ? ” 

" Perfectly, replied Nikola. Ho was Colonial 
Secretary of New South Wales until about six 
months ago. I liave very good reasons for knowing 
him. I had tho honour of abducting his daughter in 
Sydney, and I iTni)risoned his son-in-law in Port Said. 
Of course I know him. You see I am also candid 
with you.^^ 

Vastly. But pardon tho expression, was it alto- 
gether a nice transaction ? 

‘^It all depends upon what you consider a nice 
transaction,^^ he said, ^^To you, for instance, who 
have your own notions of what is right and what is 
wrong, it might seem a little peculiar. I am in a 
different case, however. Whatever I do I consider 
right. What you might do, in nine cases out of ten, 
I should consider wrong. Wetherell might have 
saved himself all trouble by selling me the stick 
which China Pete gave him, and about which he 
wrote to McAndrew, who read tlie letter to you tliis 
morning ! ” 

How do you know he did ? " 

‘^How do I know anything?^' inquired Nikola, 
with an airy wave of his hand. He did read it, and 
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if you will look at luo fixedly for a inornent I will 
tell the exact purport of the rest of your conversation/' 
“ I don't know tliat it is necessary/' I replied. 

“ Nor do I/' said Nikola quietly, and then lit a 
cigarette. “ Are you satisfied with my explanation ? ” 

Was it an explanation ?" I asked, 

Nikola only answered with a smile, and lifted the 
cat on to his knee. Ho stroked its fiir with his long 
white fingers, at tlie same time looking at me from 
under his half-closed eyelids. ^ 

“ Do you know, I like you," ho said after awhile. 
There's something so confoundedly matter-of-fact 
about you. You give me the impression every time 
you begin to speak that you ai*e going to say some- 
thing out of the common." 

'J^hank you." 

I was going to add that tlie rest of j^our sentence 
invariably shatters that impression." 

You evidently have a very poor impression of my 
cleverness." 

Not at all. I am the one who has to say the 
smart things ; you will have to do them. It is an 
equal distribution of labour. Now, are we going to- 
gether or are wc not? " 

Yes, I will go with you," I answered. 

I am delighted," said Nikola, holding out his 
hand. Let us shako hands on it,"^ 

We shook hands, and as we did so ho looked me 
fairly in the face. 

" Let me tell you, once and for all," he said, " if 
you play fair by mo I will stand by you, come what 
may; but if you shirk one atom of your responsi- 
bility — well, you will have only yourself to blame for 
what happens. That's a fair warning, isn't it ? " 

“ Perfectly," I answered. " Now may I know some- 
thing of the scheme itself, and when you propose to 
start?" 
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T3 Y all ine'aiis/' said Dr. Nikola, settling himself 
Ij down comfortably in his chair and lighting 
a cigarette. As you have thrown in your 
lot with me it is only right I should give you the • 
information you seek. I need not ask you to keep 
what I tell you to yourself. Your oAvn common-sense 
will commend that course to you. It is also just 
possible you may think I over-estimate the impor- 
tance of my subject, but let me say this, if once it 
became known to certain folk in this town that I have 
obtained possession of that stick mentioned in Weth- 
ereirs letter, my life, even in Shanghai, would not 
be worth five minutes’ purchase. Let me briefly 
review the circumstances of the case connected with 
this mysterious society. Remember I have gone into, 
the matter most tho'rouglily. It is not the hobby of 
an hour, nor the amusement of an idle moment) but 
the object of research and the concentrated study of 
a lifetime. To obtain certain information of which I 
stood in need, I have tracked people all over the 
world. When I began my preparations for inducing 
Wetherell to relinquish possession of what I wanted, 

I had followed a man as far as Cuyaba, on the 
Bolivian frqntier of Brazil. During the earlier part 
of his career this person had been a merchant buying 
gold-leaf in Western China, and in this capacity he 
chanced to hear a curious story connected with the 
dpings of a certain sect, whose monastery is in the 
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mountains on the way up to Thibet. It cost mo six 
montlis* continuous travel and nearly a thousand 

S ounds in hard cash to find that man, and when I 
id his story did not exceed a dozen sentences; in 
other words, I paid him fully £10 per word for a bit 
of information that you would not, in all probability, 
have given him tenpence for. But I knew its value. 
I followed another man as far as Monte Video for 
the description of an obscure Chinese village; another 
to the Gold Coast for tho name of a certain Buddhist 
priest, and a Bussian Jew as far as Nijni Novgorod 
for a symbol he wore upon his watch-chain, and 
of the value of which he had not the slightest con- 
ception. The information I thus obtained person- 
ally I added to the store I had gathered by corres- 
pondence, and having accumulated it all I drafted a 
com])lete history of my researches up to that time. 
When that was done I think I may say without 
boasting that, with the exception of three men — who, 
by the way, are not at liberty to divulge anything, 
and who, I doubt very much, are even aware that a 
world exists at all beyond their own monastery walls 
— I know at least six times as much about the society 
in question as any man living. Now, having prefaoea 
my remarks in this fashion, let me give you a complete 
summary of the case. As far as’i can gather, in or 
about the year 288 b.c., in fact at the . time that 
Devenipiatissa was planting the sacred Bo tree at 
Anuradhapura, in Ceylon, three priests, noted for 
their extreme piety, and for the extent of their scien- 
tific researches, migrated from what is now the island 
of Ceylon across to the mainland of Asia. Having 
passed through the country at present called Burmah, 
and after innumerable vicissitudes and constant neces- 
sary changes of quarters, they brought up in the 
centre of the country we now call Thibet. Here two 
of the original trio died, while the remaining one and 
his new confreres built themselves a monastery, set to 
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work to gather about them a number of peculiar 
devotees, and to continue their researches. Though 
the utmost secrecy "was observed, within a few years 
the fame of their doings had spread itself abroad. 
That this was so wo know, for we find constant men- 
tion made of them by numerous Chinese historians. 
One I will quote you/* 

Dr. Nikola rose from his chair and crossed the 
room to an old cabinet standing against the further 
wall. From this he took a large book, looking 
suspiciously like a scrap-album, in wJiich were pasted 
innumerable cuttings and manuscripts. Ho brought 
it across to his chair and sat down again. Then, 
having turned the leaves and found what lie wanted, 
he pivpared to read. 

It may interest you to know,'^ he said, looking up 
at me before he began, ^Uhat the paragraph 1 am 
about to read to you, which was translated from the 
original with the utmost caro by myself, was written 
the same year and month that William the Conqueror 
landed in England. It runs as follows ; — 

* And of this vast sect, and of the peculiar powers 
with which they are invested, it is with some diffidence 
that I speak. It is affirmed by those credulous in 
such matters that their skill in healing is greater than 
that of all other living men, also that their power in 
witchcraft surpasses that of any others the world has 
known. It is said, moreover, that they possess the 
power of restoring the dead to life, and of prolonging 
beyond the ordinary span tlie days of man. But 
of these things I can only write to you as they have 
been told to me.' " 

. Dr. Nikola turned to another page. 

After skipping five hundred years," he said, "we 
find further mention made of them ; this time the 
writer is Feng Lao Lan, a well-known Chinese his- 
torian who flourished about the. year 1500. He 
describes them as making themselvea a source of 
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trouble to the kiogdom in general. Prom being a 
collection of a few simple moiiks, installed in a lonely 
monastery in the centre of Thibet, they have now 
become one of the largest secret societies in the East, 
though the mystic powers supposed to be held by 
them are still limited to the three headmen, or 
principal brothers. Towards the end of the sixteenth 
century it is certain that they exercised such a for- 
midable influence in political affairs as to warrant the 
Government in issuing orders for their extermination. 
Indeed, I am inclined to believe that the all-powerful 
Triad Society, with its motto, ^ Hban Chong Hok 
Beng,^ which, as you know, exercised such an enor- 
mous influence in China until quite recently, was only 
an offshoot of the society which I am so eager to ex- 
plore. That the sect does possess the scientific and 
occult knowledge that has been attributed to it for 
over two thousand years I feel convinced, and if there 
is any power which can assist mo in penetrating their 
secrets I intend to employ it. In our own and other 
countries which wo are accustomed to call ^ civilized 
it has long been the habit to ridicule any belief in ^ 
what cannot bo readily seen and understood by the least 
educated. To the average Englishman there is no 
- occult world. Bub see what a contradictory creature i 
he^ is when all is said and done. For if he be devout, 
he tells you that ho firmly believes that ' when the 
body dies the soul goes to Heaven, which is equivalent 
to Olympus, Elysium, Arcadia, Garden of Hesperides, 
Valhalla, Walhalla, Paradise, or Nirvana, as the case 
may be. He has no notion, or rather, I think, he will 
not be able to give you any description, of what sort 
of place his Heaven is likely to be. He has all sorts 
of vague ideas about it, but though it is part of his , 
religion to believe beyond question that there is such 
a place, it is all wrapped in shadow of more or less 
impenetpfi^ble depth. * To sum it all up, he believes 
that, 'whm,^in his opinion, such a thing as — shall we 
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«ay Theosophy ? — is arrant .nonsense, and unworthy 
of a thought, the vifcal essence of man has a second 
and greater being after death. In other words, to 
put my meaning a little more plainly, it is pretty 
certain that'if you were to laugh at him, as he laughs 
at' the Theosophist and Spiritualist, he would consider 
that he had very good grounds to consider his intelli- 
gence insulted. And yet he himself is simply a 

^-contradiction contradicted. You may wonder towards 
wTiat all this ri gmarole is leading. But if T were to 
describe to you the carious things I have myself seem 
in different parts of the East, and the oxtraordinaiy 
information I have collected first hand from others, 
I venture to think you would believe me eithoi' a 
wizard myself or an absurdly credulous person. I 
tell you, Bruce, 1 have witnessed tilings that would 
seem to upset every known law of Nature. Though 
there was occasionally trickery in the performance 
I am c^mvinccd in the majority of cases the pheno- 
mena wore genuine. And that brings us to another 
stupab’ling-block — the meaning of the expression, 
' trtek^ry.' What I should probably call ' trick ^ yon 
wouh3i'4^ nine c:ises out of ten, ’ consider blackest 
magio*''‘'But enough talking. Let me give you an 
illustration of my meaning.” 

i As he spoke Ire went across to a sideboard and 

I from it took an ordinary glass tumbler and a carafe 
of water, which he placed upon the table at his 
elbow. Then seating himself again in his chair he 
filled the glass to overflowing, I watched him care- 
fully, wondering what was coming next. 

‘^Examine the glass for yourself,^' ho said. '^You 
observe that it is quite full of water. I want you to 
be very sure of that.” 

I examined the glass and discovered tlmt it was so 
full that it would be impossible to move it ij^iout 
spilling some of its contents. Having done sdTtold 
him that I was convinced it was furlly charged. 



AX EXPERIMENT 


49 


"Very well/* lie said ; "in tliat case I will give you j 
an example of what I might call ' Mind verhiis Matter/ I 
That glass is (juite full, as you have seen for yourself ; 
now watch rno.” rj 

From a tray by liis side he took a match^lH a wax 
candle, and, when the flame had burnt up well, held 
it above the water so that one drop of wax might fall 
into the liquid. ^ 

"Now,” he said, I want you to watch that wax 
intently from where you are while I count twenty.” 

I did as he ordered mo, keeping my eyes firmly 
fixed upon the little globule floating on the surface of 
the water. Then as I looked, slowly, and to the 
accompaniment of Nikola's monotonous counting, the 
water sank lower and lower, until the tumbler was 
completely empty. , 

" Get up and look for yourseli but' don't touch the 
glass,^' said my host. " Be ’ petreotjy sure, however, 
that it i$ empty, for I shall require your affidavit 
npon that point directly.” 

I examined the glass most XJarhfully, and ikaterd 
that, to the best of my belief, there ww not 
of water in it. . ^ " 

"Very well,” said Nikola. "Now be so 
sit down and watch it once more.” 

Tills time he counted back wards, ^nd as he did so 
the water rose again in the glass" until it was full 
to overflowing, and still the wax was floating on the 
surface. 

For a moment wo were both silent. Then Nikola 
poured the water back into the jug, and having done 
so handjed the glass to ipe. 

"Examine it carefully,” he said, "or you may 
imagine it has been made by a London conjuring firm 
on purpose for the trick. Convince ^JP^rself of this, 
and when you have made sure give me your explana- 
tion of the mystery.” 

I examined the glass with the most searching. 
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scrutiny, but no sign of any preparation or mechanism 
could I discover. 

“ I cannot understand it at all,” I said ; and I’m 
sure I can give you no explanation.” 

^'And yet you are not thoroughly convinced in 
your mind that I have not performed a clevc'r con- 
juring trick, such as you might see at Maskelync 
and Oook’s. Let me give you two more examples 
before I finish. Look me intently in the face until 
that clock on the mantelpiece, which is now standing 
at twenty-eight minutes past nine, shall strike the 
half-hour.” 

I did as I was ordered, and anything like the 
concentrated intensity of his gaze I never remember 
to have experienced before. I have often heard men 
say that when persona gifted with the mesmeric power 
have looked at them (some women have this power 
too) they have felt as if they had no backs to their 
heads. In this case I can only say that I not only 
felt as if I had no back to my head, but as if I had 
no head at all. 

The two minutes seemed like two hours, then the 
clock struck, and Nikola said : 

'^Pull up your left shirt cufP, and examine your 
arm.” 

I did as he ordered me, and there in red spots I 
saw an exact reproduction of my own signature. 
As I looked at it it faded away again, until, in about 
half a minute from my first seeing it, it was quite 
gone. 

** That is what I call a trick ; in other words, it is 
neither more nor less than hypnotism. But you will 
wonder why I have put myself to so much trouble. 
In the first place the water did not go out of the 
glass, as you supposed, but remained exactly as when 
you first saw it. I simply willed that you should 
imagine it did go, and your imagination complied 
with the demand made upon it. In the last experi« 
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merit you had a second proof of the first subject* 
Of course both are very easily explained, even by 
one who has dabbled in the occult as little as your- 
self. But though you call it hypnotism in this airy 
fashion, can you give me an explanation of what you 
mean by that ambiguous term ? ” 

Simply that your mind,^^ I answered, is stronger 
than mine, and for this reason is able to dominate 
it." 

"That is the popular theorj^, I grant you," he 
answered ; " but it is hardly a correct one, I fancy. 
Even if it were stronger, how could it bo possible for 
me to transmit thoughts which are in my brain to 
yours ? " 

" That I cannot attempt in any way to explain," I 
answered. " But isn^t it classified under the general 
head of thought transference ? " . 

" Precisely — I am prepared to admit so much ; but 
your description, hypnotism, though an involved, is 
quite as correct a term. But let me tell you that 
both those illustrations were given to lead up to 
another, which will bring us nearer than we have yet 
come to the conclusion I am endeavouring to^arrive 
at. Try and give me your complete attention again ; 
above all, watch my finger." 

As he spoke he began to wave his first finger in the / 
air. It moved this way and that, describing figures, 
of eight, and I followed each movement so carefully 
with my eyes that presently a small blue flame 
seemed to flicker at the end of it. Then, after per- 
haps a minute, I saw, or thought I saw, what might 
have been a tiny cloud settling in the further comer 
of the room. It was. near the floor when I first 
noticed it, then it rose to about the height of a yard, 
and came slowly across the apartment towards me. 
Little by little it increased in size. Then it assumed 
definite proportions, became taller, until I thought I 
detected the outline of a human figure. Thjia re* 
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semblance rapidly increased, until I could definitely 
distinguish the head and body of a man. He was 
tall and well-proportioned ; his head was thrown 
back, and his eyes met mine with an eager, though 
somewhat strained, glance. Every detail was perfect, 
even to a ring upon his little finger ; indeed, if I had 
met the man in the street next day I am certain I 
dioiild have known him again. A strange orange- 
coloured light almost enveloped him, but in less than 
a minute he had become merged in the cloud once 
more ; this gradujilly fell back into the corner, grew 
smaller and smaller, and finally disappeared alto- 
gether. I gave a little shiver, as if I were waking 
from some unpleasant dream, and turned to Nikola, 
who was watching me with half-closed eyes. 

After I had quite recovered my wits, he took an 
album from th^* table and handed it to me. 

" Sco if you can find in that book,^^ ho said, " the 
photograph of the man whose image you have just 
seen.^^ 

1 unfastened the clasp, and turned the pages eager- 
ly. Near the middle I discovered an exact reproduc- « 
, tion of the vision I had seen. The figure and face, the 
very attitude and expression, were the same in every 
particular, and even the ring I had noticed was upon 
the little finger. I was completely nonplussed. 

^^Wliat do you think of my experiment?" asked 
Nikola. 

^^It was most wonderful and most mysterious," J 
said. 

But how do you account for it ? " he asked. 

I can^t account for it at all," I answered. I 
can only suppose, since you owned to it before, that 
it must also have been hypnotism." 

“ Exactly," said Nikola. But you will see in 
this case that, without any disc qr passes, I not oiily 
produced the wish that you should see what I was 
thinking of, but also the exact expression worn by the 
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person in the photograph. The test was successful in 
every way. And yet, how did I transfer the image 
that was in my mind to tho retina of your eyes ? You 
were positively certain you saw the water decrease 
in tho glass just now ; you would have pledged your 
word of honour that you saw your nanio printed uj)oii 
your arm ; and under other circumstances you woutd, 
in all probability, have ridiculed any assertion on iny 
part that you did not seo tho vision of the man whoso 
photograph is in that book. Very good. That much 
decided, do you feel equal to doubting that, though 
not present in the room, I could wake you in the 
night, and make you seo tho image of some friend, 
whom you knew to bo long dead, standing by your 
bedside. Shall I make mysolf float in mid-air ? Shall 
I transport you out of this room, and take you to 
tho bottom of the Pacific Ocean ? Shall I lift you 
up into heaven, or conduct you to the uttermost parks 
of holl ? You have only to say what you desire to 
seo and I will show it to you as surely and as per- 
fectly as you saw those other things. But remember, 
all I have done is only what I call trickery, for it 
was done by hypnotism, which is to my mind, though, 
you think it so mysterious, neither more nor less 
than making people believe what you will by the' 
peculiar power of your own mind. But answer me 
this; If hypnotism is only the very smallest begin- 
ning of the knowledge possessed by tho sect I am 
trying to discover, what must their greatest secret 
be ? Believe me when I tell you that what I have! 
shown you this evening is as a molehill to a mountainj 
compared with what you will learn if we can only ; 

f enetrate into that place of which I have told ypu. > 
pledge you my word on it. Now answer me this' 
question ; Is it worth trying for, or not 
"It is worth it,” I cried enthusiastically^ ’"I win 
go with you, and I will give yoq my best service ; 
if you will play fair by me, I will do the saine 
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by you. But there is one further question I must 
ask you : Has that stick you obtained from Mr. 
Wotherell anythin a* at all to do with the work in 
hand ? 

More than anything/^ he answered. ^^It is 
the key to everything. Originally, you must under- 
stand, there were only three of these sticks in existence. 
One belongs, or rather did belong, to each of the 
three heads of the sect. In pursuit of some particu- 
lar information one of the trio left the monastery, and 
came out into the world. He died in a mysterious 
manner, ana the stick fell into the possession of the 
abb6t of the Yung Ho Kung, in Pekin, from whom it 
was stolen by an Englishman in my employ, known as 
China Pete, who risked his life, disguised as a ^J^hibe- 
tan monk, to get it. Having stolen it, he eluded me, 
and fled to Australia, not knowing the real value of 
his treasui*e. The society became cognisant of its loss, 
and sent men after him. In attempting to obtain 
possession of it one of the Chinamen was killed off the 
coast of Queensland, and China Poto was arrested in 
Sydney on a charge of having murdered him. We- 
thorell defended him, and got him off ; and, not being 
able to pay for his services, the latter made him a 
present of the stick. A month later I reached Sydney 
in search of it, but the Chinese were there before mo. 
We both tried to obtain possession of it, hut, owing to 
Wethoreirs obstinacy, neither of us were successful. 
1 offered Wotherell his own price for it ; he refused 
to give it up. I pleaded with him, argued, entreated, 
but in vain. Then I set myself to get it from him at 
any hazard. How I succeeded you know. All that 
occurred six months ago. As soon as it was in my 
possession I returned here with the intention of pene- 
trating into.'4h0 interior, and endeavouring to find 
out what I so much wanted to know.” 

.^knd where is the- stick now ? ” I asked. 

In my. own keeping,” he answered. If you 
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would care to see it, I shall liavo very much pleasure 
in fallowing it to you/^ 

I should like to sco it immensely,” I answered. ^ 

With that he left the room, to Vet urn in about five 
minutes. Then, seating himself before me, ho took 
fnmi his pocket a small case, out of wliich ho drew a 
tiny stipk, at most not more than throe inches lung. 
It was a commonplace little affair, a doe]) black in 
colour, and covered with Chinese hieroglyphics in 
dead gold. A piece of frayed gpld ribbon, much 
tarnished and showing evident signs of having 
passed througJi many hands, was attached to it at 
0110 end. 

llo handed it to me, and I examined it care- 
fully. 

“ Jlnt if this stick were originally stolen,” I said, 
'‘you will surely not bo so imprudent fis to place 
yourself in the power of the society with it in your 
jjossessioii ? It would mean certain death.” 

"If it were all plain sailing, and thoj'o were no risk 
to be run, 1 doubt very much if 1 should j>ay you 
'il0,000 for the benelii of } our company,” ho answered. 
"It is because tliero is a great risk, and because I 
must have assistance, though I am (»xtremely doubtful 
whether we shall over come out of it alive, that I am 
taking you with me. I intend to discover their secret 
if possible, and I also intend that this stick, which 
undoubtedly is the key of tlie outer gate, so to speak, 
shall help me in my endeavours. If you are afraid to 
accompany me, having heard all, I will allow you to 
forego your promise and turn back while tliere is 
time.” 

"I have not the slightest intention of turning 
back,” I answered. "I don’t know that I am a 
braver man than most, but if you are willinjj to go 
on I am ready to accompany ^ou.” ^ 

" And 80 you shall, and tfa^a’a my hand on it,” he 
cried, giving me his hand as hb spoke. 
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Now toll me wliafc you intoiicJ to do/' 1 said. 
“ How do you moan to begin ? '' 

Well, in the first place/' said Nikola, shall 
wait here until the arrival of a certain man from 
Pekin. Ho is one of the lay brethren of tho society 
who has fallen under my influence, and as soon as he 
puts in an appearance and I have got his information 
we shall disguise ourselves, myself as an official of 
one of the coast provinces, you as my secretary, and 
together we shall set out for the capital. Arriving 
there wo will penetrate the Llaiiuisc'rai, the most 
anti-lhiropean monastery in all China, and, by some 
raeajis or another, extract from the chief priest 
sufficient information to take the next step upon our 
journey. After that we shall proceed as circumstances 
dictate." 

"And when do you intend that we shall start ? " 

"As soon as the man arrives, perhaps to-night, 
probably to-morrow morning." 

" And as to our disguises? " 

"I have in my possession everything we can 
possibly need." 

"In that case I suppose there is nothing to be done 
until the messenger arrives ? " 

"Nothing, I think." 

" Then if you will allow mo I will wish you good- 
bye and be ofl* to bed. In case I do not hear from 
you to-night, at what hour would you like me to call 
to-morrow ? " 

" I will let you know before breakfast- time without 
fail. You are not afraid, are you ? " 

" Not in the least," I answered. 

"And you’ll say nothing to anybody, even undc^r 
compulsion, as to our mission F " 

" I have given you my promise," I answered, and 
rose from my seat. 

Once more I followed him down the main passage 
of the bungalow into tho front verandah. Arriving 
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there we shook hands and I Went down the steps into 
the street. 

As I turned the corner and made my way in the 
direction of the road leading to the English Conces- 
sion^ I saw a man, without doubt a Chinaman, rise from 
a corner and follow me. For ntmrly a quarter of a 
mile he remained about a hundred yards behind me, 
then he was joined by a second, who presently left his 
companion at a cross street and continued the march. 
Whether their espionage was only ‘accidental, or 
whether I was really tlie object of their attention, I 
was for some time at a loss to conjecture, but when I 
saw the second give place to a third, and the third 
begin to decrease the distance that separated us, 1 
must own I was not altogether comfortable in my mind. 
Arriving at a more crowded thoroughfare I hastened 
my steps, and having proceeded about fifty yards 
along it, dodged, down a side lane. This lane con* 
veyed me intcT another, which eventually brought me 
out within half a dozen paces of the house I wanted. 

That the occupants of the dwelling had not yet 
retired to bed was evident from the lights I could see 
moving about inside. In response to ray knock some 
one left the room upon the right hand of the passage 
and came towards the door where I waited. When 
he had opened it I discovered that it was Mr. 
McAndrew himself. 

" Why, Bruce ! ” he cried in surprise, as soon as b6 • 
discovered wlio his visitor was. YouVe chosen a* 
pretty late hour for calling; but never mind, come 
along in ; I am glad to see you.^^ As he spokb he led 
me into the room from which he had just emerged. 
It was his dining-room, and was furnished in a 
ponderous, but luxurious, fashion. In a chair be* 
side the long tal^e — ^for Mr. McAndrew has a large 
family, and twelve sat down to the morning and 
evening meal — ^was seated a tiny grey-haired lady, 
rhis wife, while opposite her, engaged upon some 
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fancy work, was a pretty girl of sixteen, his youngest 
daughter and pet, as I remembered. That the late- 
ness of my visit also occfisioned them some surprise I 
could see by their faces ; but after a few conirnon- 
place remarks they bade mo good-night and went out 
of the room, leaving me alone with the head of the 
house. 

I suppose you have some very good reason for 
this visit, or you wouldn^t be here,^^ the latter said, as 
he handed me a box of cigars. Have you hofird of 
a new billot, or has your innocent friend Nikola com- 
menced to blackmail you ? 

" Neither of these tilings have happened,^’ I 
answered with a laugh. “But as I am in all proba- 
bility leaving Shanghai to-morrow morning before 
banking hours, I have come to see if I may so far tax 
your kindness as to ask you to take charge of a 
cheque for me.^^ I thereupon produced Nikola's 
draft and handed it to liim. He took it, glanced at it, 
looked up at me, returned his eyes to it once more, 
and then whistled. 

“ This looks like business,” he said, 

“ Doesn't it,” I answered. “ I can hardly believe 
that l am worth £10,000.” 

“You are to lie congratulated. And now wdiat do 
you want me to do with it ? ” inquired McAndrew, 
turning the paper over and over in his hand as if it 
were some uncanny talisman which might suddenly 
catch liim up and convert him into a camel or an 
octopus before he could look round. 

“I want you to keep it for me if you will,” I 
answered. “ To put it on deposit in your bank if you 
have no objection. I am going away, certainly for 
six months, possibly for a year, and when I return to 
Shanghai 1 will come and claim it. That's if I do 
retuim.” 

“ And if not ? ” 

“In that case I will leave it all to you. In the 
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meantime I want you to advance me £20 if you will ; 
you can repay yourself out of the amount. Do you 
mind doing it 

Not in the very least,” he answered ; but we 
had better have it all in writing, so that there may be 
no mistake.” 

He thereupon produced from a drawer in a side 
table a sheet of notepaper. Having written a few 
lines on it he gave it to mo to sign, at the same time 
calling in one of his sons to witness my signature. 
This formality completed he handed irio £20 in notes 
and English gold, and our business was concluded. 

I rose to go. 

" Krucc,” said the old gentleman in his usual kindly 
fashion, putting his hand upon my shoulder as he 
s])oke, “ I don't know what you are up to, and I don't 
suppose it will do for mo to inquire, but I am aware 
that you have been in pretty straitened circumstances 
lately, and I am afraid you are embarking on some 
foolishness or other now. For Heaven's sake weigh 
carefully the pros and cons before you commit your- . 
self. Remember always that one moment's folly may j 
wreck your whole after-life.” 

“You need have no fear on that score,” I answered. 

“ I am going into this business with my eyes open. 
All the same I am obliged to you for your warning 
and for what you have done for me. Good-night and 
good-bye.” 

I shook hands with him, and then passing into the 
verandah left the bungalow. 

. I was not fifty yards from the gate when a noise 
behind me induced me to look round. A man had been . 
sitting in the shadow on the other side of the roa^* 
He had risen now atid was beginning to follow me, ' 
That it was the same individual who had accompanied 
me to McAndrew's house I had not the slightest doubt, 

I turned to my right hand down a side street in order 
see if he would pursue mej be also turned. I 
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doubled again ; lie did tlio same. I proceeded across 
a piece of open ground instead of keeping on in 
tlie straight lino 1 had hitherto been following; he 
imitated my exnmplo. This espionage was growing 
alarming, so I quickened my pace,” and having found 
a side street with a high fence on one side, followed 
the palisading along till I came to the gate. Through 
-'^this I dashed, and as soon as I was in, stooped down 
in the shadow. Half a minute later I heard the man 
coming along on the other side. Wlien he could no 
longer see mo ahead of him he came to a halt within 
half a dozen paces of where 1 crouched. Then hav- 
ing made up his mind that I must have crossed the 
road and gone down a dark lano opposite, he too 
crossed, and in a few seconds was out of sight. 

As soon as I had convinced myself that I had got 
rid of him I jiassed out into the street again and 
made my way as quickly as possible back to my abode. 

But 1 was not to lose my mysterious pursuer after 
all, for just as I was entering ray own compound he 
put in an appearance. Seeing that I had the advan- 
tage I ran up the steps of the verandah and went 
insido. From a window I watched him come up the 
street and stand looking about him. Then ho returned 
by the way he had come, and, for the time being, that 
was the last I saw of him. In less than a quarter of 
an hour I was in bed and asleep, dreaming of Nikola, 
and imagining that I was being turned intp an 
^ ejephant by liis uncanny powers. 

How long I remained snoozing I canuoi 
was suddenly awakened by the feeling 
was in my room. Nor was I mistaken. 
sitting by my bedside, and in the dim" 

.could see that he was a Chinaman. 

" What are you doing here ? I cried, 
bed. 

silent I my visitor whispered in ChibMiiiS^^ 
you speak it will cost you your life," 
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Without another word I thrust my hand under the 
pillow intending to produce the revolver I had placed 
there when I went to bod. But it was gone. Whether 
my visitor had stolen it or I had imagined that I had 
yut it there and forgotten to do so, it was beyond my 
powers to tell. At any rate the weapon, upon which 
it would seem my life depended, was gone. 

What is your business with me ? ” I asked, 
resolved to bring my visitor to Ris bearings without 
loss of time. 

Not so loud,” he answered. " I am sent by Dr. . 
Nikola to request your honourable presence. He 
desires that you will come to him without a moment^s 
delay.” 

“ But Fve only just left him,” I said. " Why does 
he send for me again ? ” 

cannot say, but it is possible that something, 
important has occurred,” was tho man^s answer. 
“ Ho bade me tell you to come at once.” 

With that I got up and dressed myself as quickly 
as possible. It was evident that the expected 
messenger from Pekin had arrived, and in that case 
wo should probably bo setting off for the capital before 
morning. At any rate I did not waste a moment, and 
as soon as I was ready went out into the verandah, 
where the man who had come to fetch me was sitting. 
He led me across the compound into the street and 
pointed to a chair which with its bearers was in 
waiting for me. 

“ Your friend is in a hurry,” said the man who had 
called me, by way of explanation, and he bade me 
not lose a moment.” 

that case you may go along as hard as you 
lik6,” I answered ; " I am quite ready.” 

I took my place in the chair, which was immediately 
lifted by the bearers, and within a minute of my 
leaving the house we Were proceeding down the street 
at a comparatively fast pace.. At that hour the 
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was very quiot ; indeed, with tlio exception of an 
occasional Sikh policeman and a belated ^-icksliaw 
coolie or two, we met no one. At the end of a quarter 
of ah hour it was evident that we had arrived at our 
destination, for tlie chair came to a standstill and the 
b(‘arors set me down. I sprang out and looked about 
me. To iny surprise, however, it was not the house I 
expected to see that I found before mo. Wo had 
pulled up at the entrance to a much larger bungalow, 
standing in a compound of fair size. While I waited 
my messenger went into the house, to presently return 
with the information that, if I would bo pli’ased to 
follow him, Dr Nikola would see me at once. 

The house was in total darkness and as silent as 
the grave. I passed into the main hall, and was about 
to proceed down it towards a door at the further i‘nd, 
when I was, without warning, caught by the back of 
the neck, a gag of some sort was placed in my mouth, 
and my hands were securely fastened behind me. 
Next moment I was lifted into the air and borne into 
a room whence a bright light suddenly streamed 
forth. Here tlireo Ohinaraeii were seated, clad in 
heavy figured silk, and wearing enormous tortoise- 
shell spectacles upon their noses. Tliey received me 
with a grunt of welcome, and bade my captors remove 
the gag from my mouth. This done the elder of 
the trio said quietly — but it seemed to me somewhat 
inconsequeiitly : 

"We liope that your honourable self is enioviner 
good health 

I answered, with as much calmness as I could 
possibly assume at so short a notice, that " For such 
an utterly insignificant personage I was in the enjoy- 
ment of the hest of lieaHh,'^ Whereupon I was 
requested to say how it came about that I was now in 
China, and what my business there might be. When 
I had answered this the man on the right leant a 
Kttle forward and said : 
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You are not tcllinjj us ttia honourable truth. 
Wluit business have you with Dr. Nikola? 

1 suinnionod all my 
wits to my assistance. 

Who is Dr. Niko- 
la ? ^^ 1 asked. 




fee useless attempting to deny my association with 
Nikola I insinuated that wo were interested in tb^ 
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purchase of Chinese silk together, but this asser- 
tion was received with a scornful grunt of disap- 
proval. 

“ We must have the truth, said the man in the 
biggest spectacles. 

I can toll you no more,” I aiiswor(*d. 

^^Tn that case we have no option,^’ he said, ^M)ut to 
extract the information by other mcans.’^ 

With that ho made a sign to one of the attendants, 
who immodiately left the room, to return a few 
moments later with a roll of chain, and some oddly 
shaped wooden bars. A heavy sweat rose upon my 
forehead. I had scon a good deal of Chinese torture 
in iny time, and now it looked as if I wore about to 
have a taste of it. 

Wl»at do you know of Dr. Nikola ? ” repeated the 
man who had first spoken, and who was evidently the 
principal of the trio. 

" I have already told you,*^ I repeated, this time 
with unusual emphasis. 

Again he asked the same question without change 
of tone. 

But I only repeated my previous answer. 

For the last time, wliat do you know of Dr. 
Nikola ? ” 

** I have told you,” 1 answered, my heart sinking 
like lead. Thereupon he raised his hand a little and 
made a sign to the men near the door. Instantly I 
was caught and thrown on my back upon the floor. 
Before I could expostulate or struggle a curious 
wooden collar was clasped round my neck, and a 
screw was turned in it until another revolution would 
have choked me. Once more I heard the old man 
say monotonously : 

" What do you know of Dr. Nikola f ” 

I tried to repeat my former assertion, but owing 
to the tightness of the collar I found a difficulty 
in speaking; Then the man in the centre lose and 
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came over to where I lay ; instantly tlio collar was ( 
relaxed^ my arms were released, and a voice said : 

“ Get up, Mr. Bruce. You need have no further i 
fear ; wo shall not hurt you.” 

It was Dr. Nikola f 
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I COULD sfiircdy boliove tlio eviVloiico of niy 
senses. Nikola’s disguise was so perfect that 
it would liavc required almost siipiTliunian 
cleverness to penctraio it. lii every particular 
he was a true Ccdestial. Ills acetait was without a 
flaw, his deportment oxiictly what that of a Chinaman 
of high rank would be, while his generiil demeanour 
and manner of sustaining his assumed charactin* could 
not have been found fault vrith by the most fastidious 
critic, ' I felt that if he could so easily hoodwink mo 
there could be little doubt that ho would pass muster 
under less exacting scrutiny. So as soon UkS I was 
released I sprang to my feet and warmly congratu- 
lated liim, not a little relieved, you may bo sure, to 
find that I was with friends, and was not to be tor- 
tured, as I had at first supposed. 

^'You must forgive the rough treatment to which 
y^u have been subjected,” said Nikola. “ But I 
wanted to test yt)u very thoroughly. Now what do 
you think of my disguise ? ” 

‘^It is j)erfect,” I answered. “Consiflei’ing your 
decided personality, I had no idea it could possibly 
be so good. But where are W'e ? 

" In a bungalow I have taken for the time 'being,” 
he replied. And now let us get to business. The 
. man whom you saw on iny right was Laohwan, the 
messenger whom I told you I expected from Pekin^^ 
Ho arrived half an hour after you had left me this 
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evening, gave me the information I wanted, and now 
I am ready to start as soon as you are.” 

Let mo go homo and put one or two things to- 
gether,” I answered, “ and then I^m your man.” 

" Certainly,” said Nikola. “ One of my servants 
shall accompany you to carry your bag, and to bring 
you back here as soon as your work is completed.” 

With that I set off for my abode, followed by one 
of Nikola's boys. When we reached it I left him to 
w’ait for mo outside, and let myself into my bedroom 
by the window. Having lit a candle, I hastened to 
put togi‘th(‘r the few little odds and ends I wished 
to take with mo on my joTirnoy. This finished I 
locked my trunks, wrote a letter to my landlord, 
enclosing tlio amount I owed him, and then another 
to Barkston, asking him to be good enough to send 
f(U‘, and take charge of my trunks until I returned 
from a trip into the interior. This done I passed out 
of tho house again, joined the boy who was waiting 
for me at tho gate, and returned to tho bungalow in 
which I had been so surprised by Nikola an Jioiir or 
so before. It was long after midnight by the time 
I reached it, but I had no thought of fatigue. The 
excitement of our departure prevented my thinking 
of aught else. We were plunging into an unknown 
life bristling with dangers, and though I did not 
share Nikola's belief as to the result we .shoidd 
achieve, I had the certain knowledge that I should 
be well repaid for the risk I ran. 

When I entered the house I found my employer 
awaiting my coming in the room where I had been 
ho^ixed that evening. He was still in Chinese dress, 
and bnne again as 1 looked at him 1 felt it difficult 
to believe that this portly, sedate-looking .Chinaman 
could be the slim European known to the world as 
Dr. Nikola. 

* “You have not been long, Mr. Bruce,” he said, 
and I am glad of it. Now if you will accompany 
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rrie to the next room 1 will introduce you to your 
things. I have purchased for you everytliing that 
you can possibly require, and as I am well acquainted 
with your power of disguise, I have no fear at all as 
to the result.” 

On reaching the adjoining room I divested myself 
of my European habiliments, and set to work to don 
those which were spread out for my inspection. 
Then with some mi^uro from a bottle which I found 
upon the table, I stiJmea my face, neck, and an ns, 
after which my pigtail, which was made on a cleverly 
contrived scalp wig, was attached, and a large pair 
of tortoise-shell glasses, of a similar pattern to tliose 
worn by Nikola, were placed upon my nose. My feet 
wore encased in sandals, a stiff round hat of the 
ordinary Chinese pattern was placed upon my head, 
and this, taken with my thickly padded robe of yellow 
silk, gave mo a most dignified appearance. 

When Nikola returned to the room ho examined 
me carefully, and expressed himself as highly pleased 
with the result; indeed, when we greeted each other 
in the Chinese fashion and language he would have 
been a sharp man who could have detected that we 
were not what we pretended to be. 

Now,” said Nikola, " if you are ready we will test 
the efficiency of our disguises. In half an hour^s 
time there is a meeting at the house of a man named 
Lo Ting. The folk we shall meet there are members 
of a secret society aiming at the overthrow of the 
Manchu dynasty. Laohwan has gone on ahead, and, 
being a member of the society, will report to them 
the arrival of two distinguished merchants from the 
interior, who are also members. I have gut the pass- 
words, and I know the general idea of their aims, so, 
with your permission, we will set off at once. When 
we get there I will explain my intentions more fully.” 

“ But you are surely not going to attend a meeting 
of a secret society to-iiight 7 ” I said, astonished at 
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the coolness witlj which he proposed to rnvi such a 



risk. "Wouldn’t it Ik* wiser to wait until we are a 
little more aocnatomed to our dresses ?^’ - 


F 
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no moans/' answoml Nikola.' consiclor 
I this will be a very ^ood tost. If we are dotocted by 
1 the folk we shall see to-night we shall know where 
^ the fault lies, and we can remedy it before it is too 
late. Besides, there is to be a man present who 
knows souictliing of the inner working of the society, 
and from him I hope to derive some important infor- 
mation to help ns on our way. Como along.” 

He passed into the passage and led the way 
through the house out into the compound, where we 
found a couple of chairs, with their attendant coolies, 
awaiting us. We stepped into them, and were 
presently being borne in a sedate fashion down the 
street. 

In something under twenty minutes our bearers 
stopped and set us down again ; we alighted, and 
after the coolies had disappeared Nikola wliispored 
^ that the ptlssword was Liberty,” and that as one 
said it it was- necessary to place the fingers of the 
I'ight hand in the palm of tlie loft. If I should bo 
asked any questions 1 was to trust to my mother wit 
to answer them satisfactorily. 

We approached the door, which was at the end of 
a small alley, and when we reached it 1 poticed that 
Nikola rapped upon it twice with a large ring he 
wore upon the first finger of his right hand. In 
answer a small and peculiar sort of grille was opened, 
and a voice within said in Chinese : 

“ Who is it that disturbs honest people at this un- 
seemly hour f ” 

"IVo merchants from Szechuen who have come 
to Shanghai in search of liberty,” said my companion, 
holding up his hands in the manner described above. 

Immediately tho door was opened and I followed 
Nikola. into the House. The passage was in darkness 
and terribly close. As soon as we had entered, the 
trout gate was shut behind ns, and we were told to 
i wfilk straight forward. A moment later another door 
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iit the further end opened, and. a bright light stigamcd 
forth. Our conductor signed to us to enter, and 
assuming an air of liumility, and folding our hands in 
the proscribed fashion before us, we passed into a 
largo apartment in which were seated possibly twenty 
men. Without addressing a word to one of them we 
crossed and took up our positions on a sort of divai^ 
at the further end. I’ipes were handed to us, and for 
what must have been nearly five minutes we continued 
solemnly to puff out smoke, without a word liCiiig 
uttered in the room. If I were to say that I felt at 
my ease during this long silence it would hardly be 
the truth ; but I flatter myself that, whatever my 
feelings may have been, I did not permit a sign of my 
emliarrassment to escape mo. Then an elderly China- 
man, who sat a little to our right, and who was, with- 
out doubt, the chief person present, turned to Nikola 
and questioned him as to his visit to Shanghai. 
Nikola answered slowly and gravely, after tlio 
Celestial fashion, deprecating any idea of personal 
advantage, and asserting that it was only to have the 
honour of saying he had been in Shanghai tliat bo 
had come at all. When he had finished, the same 
question was addressed to me. I answered in similar 
terms, and then another silence fell upon us all. In- 
deed it was not until we had been in the room nearly 
half an hour that any attempt at business was made. 
Then such a flow of gabble ensued that I could i 
scarcely make head or tail of what I heard. Nikola 
was to the fore throughout. He invented plots for 
the overthrowing of dynasties, each of which had a 
peculiar merit of its own ; he theoretically assassin- 
ated at least a dozen persons in high places, and, 
what was more, disposed of their bodies afterwards. 
To my thinking he out-hcroded Herod in his zeal. 
One thing, however, was quite certain, before he had 
been an hour in the place he was at the head of 
affairs, and, had he so desired, could have obtained 
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just what he wanted* from those present. I did my 
best to second his efforts, but my co-eperation was 
quite unnecessary. Three o^clock had passed before 
the meeting broke up. Then one by one the members 
left the room, until only Laohwan, the old man who 
had first addressed us, Nikola and myself remained 
in occupation. 

Then little by little, with infinite tact, Nikola led 
the conversation round into the channel he wanted. 
How ho had learnt that the old man knew anything 
at all of the matter was more than I could under- 
stand. But that ho did know something, and that, 
with a little persuasion, he might bo induced to give 
us the benefit of his knowledge, soon became evi- 
dent. 

But these things are not for every one,” ho said, 
after a brief recital of the. talcs he had heard. ^^If 
my honourable friend will bo guided by one who has 
had experience, ho will not seek to penetrate further.” 

Tho sea of knowledge is for all who desire to 
swim in it,” answered Nikola, puffing solemnly, at his 
pipe. I have heard these things before, and I 
would convince myself of their truth. Can you help 
me to such inquires 7 1 ask in the name of the 

Light of Heaven.” 

As he spoke he took from a pocket under bis upper 
coat the small stick he had obtained from Wetherell. 
The old man no sooner saw it than his whole de- 
meanour changed ; he knelt humbly at Nikolais feet 
and implored his pardon. 

“ If ray lord had spoken before,” he said trembling- 
ly, "I would have answered truthfully. All that I 
have is my lord^s, and I will withhold nothing from- 
him.” 

I want nothing,” said Nikola, “ save what has 
been an*anged. That I must have at once.” 

My lord shall bo obeyed,” said the old man. 

It is well,” Nikola answered. Let there be no 
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delay, and permit no word to pass -your lips. Send it 
to this address, so that" I may receive it at once.'^ 

He handed the other a card and then rose to gp ; 
five minutes later we were back in our respective chairs 
being borne down the street again. When v ?0 reached 
the house from which we had started Nikola called 
me into the room wliero I had dressed. 

You. have had an opportunity now of seeing the 
power of that stick he said. "It wasLaohwan who 
discovered that the man was a member of the society. 
All that' talk of overthrowing the Manchu dynasty 
was simply Mderdash, partly real, but in a greater 
m(‘asure meant to deceive. Now if all goes well the old 
fellow will open the first gate to us, and then wo shall 
be able to go ahead. Let us change our clothes and 
get back to my own house. If I mistake not we shall 
luive to be off up the coast before breakfast-time.” 

With that we set to work, and as soon as wo were 
di'ossed in European habiliments, loft the house and 
returned to the bungalow where I had first called 
upon Nikola. By this time day was breaking, and 
already a stir of life was discernible in the streets. 
Making our way into the house we proceeded direct 
to Nikola’s study, whmre lus servants hud prepared a 
meal for us. Wo sat down to it, and were in the act 
of . falling to work upon a cold pie when a boy entered 
with the announcement that a Chmuman was in the* 
hall and desired to speak with us. It was Laohwan. 

" Well,” said Nikola, " what message docs the old 
man send ? ” 

In reply Laohwan, who 1 soon found was not pro- 
digal of speech, took from his sleeve a slip of paper on 
which were some words written in Chinese characters. 
Nikola glanced at them, and when lie had mastered 
their purport handed it across the table to me. The 
message was as follows ; 

^^In the house of Quong Sha, in the Street of a 
Hundred Tribulations, Tientsin.” 
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That was all. 

Nikola turned to Laoliwau 

“ At wLat time does the North China boat sail ? 
lie asked. 

" At half-past six/' answered Laoli\\^iii promptly. 

Nikola look(^d at his watch, thought for a moment., 
and tlieii said : 

^^Go oil ahead. Book your passage and get aboard 
as soon as yon can; we will join lier hiter. But 
remember : until wo get to Tientsiu you miist act as 
if you have never set eyes on either of us before." 

Laohwan bowed and left the room. 

" At this point," said Nikola, pouring himself out a 
cup of black coffee, “ the real adventure commences. 
It is a quarter to live now ; wo will take it easy for 
half an hour and then set oil to the harbour and get 
aboard," 

Accordingly, as soon as we had finished our meal, 
we seated ourselves in lounge chairs and lit cigars. 
For half an hour we discussed the events of the even- 
ing, speculated as to the future, and, exactly as the 
clock struck a quarter-past five, rose to our foot 
again. Nikola rang a bell and his principal boy 
entered. 

I am going away," said Nikola. I don't know 
when I shall be back. It may be a week, it may be a 
year. In the meantime you will take care of this 
house ; you will not let one thing be stolen ; and if 
when I come back I find a window broken or as 
much as a pin missing, I'll saddle you with ten million 
devils, Mr. Me Andrew will pay your wages and look 
after you. If you want anything go to him. Do you 
understand ? " • 

The boy nodded. 

That will do," said Nikola, You can go/* 

As the servant left the room my curious friend 
gave a strange whistle. Next moment the black cat 
came trotting in, sprang on her mastor'a knee and 
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crawled up ou to liis sliouldcr. Nikola looked at me 
and siniled. 

“ He will not forget me if I am away five years/^ 
lie said. What wife would bo so constant ? 

I laughed the idea of Nikola and matrimony 
somehow did not harmonise very well. He lifted the 
cat down and plac€id him on the tfjble. 

^^ Apol lyxin/* said he, with the only touch of regret 
I saw him show throughout the trip, “ wo have to 
part for a year. Good-liye, old cat, good-bye.” 

Then having stroked the animal gently once or 
twice ho turned briskly to me. 

Come along,” he said; ^^Ict us bo off. Time 
presses.” 

Tho cat sat on the table watching him and appear- 
ing to understand every word ho uttered. Nikola 
stroked its fur for tlio last time, and then walked out 
of tho room. I followed at his hcols and together we 
passed into the compound. J3y this time tlie streets 
were crowded. A new day had begun in Shanghai, 
and wo had no difficulty in obtaining Mckshaws. 

^‘Tho Vectis Queen , said Nikola, as soon as we 
were seated. Tlie coolies iininediately started off at 
a riiij, and in something under a quarter of an hour 
we had reached the wharf side of the Hwang-Pu 
River. Tho boat we were in search of lay well out 
ill the stream, and for tliis reason it w'as necessary 
that we should charter a samjian to reach her. 

Arriving on board we interviewed the purser, and, 
after wo had paid our fares, were conducted to our 
cabins. The Vectis Queen, as all the East knows, is I 
not a largo steamer, and her accommodation is, well,/ 
to say the least of it, limif^d. But at this par- 
ticular time of year there were not a great many 
[iGople travelling, consequently wo were not over- 
crowded. As soon as I liad arranged my baggage 1 
left my cabin and wont on deck. Small is the World ! 
Hardly had I stepjwd out of tho companion-ladder 
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before I wuh accosted by a man with whom I had 
been well acquainted on the Australian^ coastal ser- 
vice, but whom I thought at the other end of the 
earth. 

Why, Wilfred Bruce ! ” he cried. Who’d have 
thought of seeing you- here I ” 

'‘Jim Downing I cried, not best pleased, as you 
may suppose, at seeing him. " How long have you 
been in China ? 

"Getting on for a year,^Mio answered. " I came 
up with one of our boats, had a row with the skipper, 
and left licr in Hong-Kong. After that 1 joined this 
lino. But though 1 don’t think much of the Chin- 
kies, 1 am fairly well satisfied. You’re looking pretty 
well, old man ; but it seems to me you’ve got precious 
sunburnt since I saw you last.” 

" It’s the effect of too much rice,” I said with a 
smile. 

He laughed with' the spontaneous gaiety of a man 
who is ready to be amused by anything, however 
simple, and then we walked up the deck together. 
As we tuiTied to retrace our steps, Nikola emerged 
from the companion-hatch and joined us. I intrcN 
duced Downing to him, and in five minutes you would 
have supposed them friends of years’ standing. Be- 
fore they had been together a quarter of an hour 
Nikola had given him a prescription for prickly- 
heat, from which irritation Downing suffered con- 
siderably, and as soon as this proved successful^ the 
young man’s gratitude and admiration wore bound- 
loss. By breakfast-time we wore well down the 
river, and by midday Shanghai lay far behind us. 

Throughout the voyage Nikola was in his best 
spirits j he joined in all the amusements, organized 
innumerable sports and games, and was indefatigable 
in his exertions to amuse. And while I am on this sub- 
ject, let me say that there was one thing which struck 
me as being even more remarkable than anything 
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else in the character of this extraordinary man^ and t 
that was his ^extreme fondness ior children. There * 
was one little boy in particular on board, a wee tod- 
dler scarcely four years old, with whom NiTcola soon 
established himself on terms of intimacy \ bo would 
play with him for hours at a stretch, never tiring, 
and never for one moment allowing his atte ntion to 
wander from the matter in hand. I must own that 
when I saw them amusing themselves together under ^ 
the lee of one of the boats on the i^romenado deck, ^ 
on the hatcliways, or beneath the awniiig aft, I could 
scarcely beliove my eyes. I had to ask myself if this 
man, whoso entire interest seemed to be centred on 
paper boats, and pigs cut out of orange peel, could 
be the same Nikola from whom Wetherell, ex-Colonial 
Secretary of Now South Wales, had fled in London 
as from a pestilence, and at the sight of whom Ben- 
well, of the Chinese Revenue Service, had excused 
himself, and rushed out of the club in Shanghai. 
That, however, was just Nikola’s character. If he j 
were making a paper boat, cutting a pig out of ' 
orange peel, weaving a plot round a politician, or eii-/ 
deavouring to steal the secret of an all-powerful r 
society, ho would give the matter in hand his wholm 
attention," make himself master of every detail, and I 
never leave it till he had achieved his object, or liadj 
satisfied himself that it was useless for him to work^ 
at it any longer. In the' latter case he would drop itj 
without regret, and seemingly without a second 
thought. 

Throughout the voyage Laohwan, though we saw 
him repeatedly, did not for a moment allow it to 1bo 
supposed that he knew us. He was located on the 
for’-ard deck, and, as far as we could gather, '^spent 
his whole time playing fan-tan with half a dosen ' 
compatriots on the cover of the forehatch. 

> The voyago up the coast was not an exciting on% 
but at last, at sunset one evening, we reached Tiea- 
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tsilj, which, as all tho world knows, is a treaty port 
located at tho con^uence of the Yu-Ho, or Grande 
Canal, with the rivfer Pei-Ho. As soon as we came 
alongside the jetty, we collected our baggage and 
went ashore. Hero another thing struck me. Nikola 
seemed to bo as well known in this place as he was 
in Slianghai, and as soon as wo arrived on the 
Band called ’rickshaws, and the coolies conveyed us, 
without asking a (jnestioji, to the residence of a cer- 
tain Mr. Williams in the European Concession. 

This proved to bo a house of modest size, built in 
the fashion usual in that part of the East. As we 
alighted from our ’rickshaws, a tall, elderly man, 
with a distinctly handsome cast of countenance, came 
into the verandah to welcome us. Seeing Nikola, he . 
for a moment appeared to be overcome with surprise. 

Can it be possible that I see Dr. Nikola ? ” he 
cried. 

It is not only possible, but quite certain that you 
do,” said Nikola, who, signed to the coolie to lift his 
bag out, and then went up the steps, ^^It is two 
years since I had the pleasure of seeing you, Mr. 
Williams, and now I look at you you don’t seem to 
have changed much since we taught Mah Peng that 
lesson in Seoul.” 

You have not forgotten that business then. Dr. 
Nikola?” ' ■ 

No more than Mah Feng had when I saw him 
last in Singapore,” my companion answered with a 
short laugh. 

And what can I do for you now ? ” 

I want you to let us tax your hospitality for a 
few hours,” said Nikola. ^^This is my friend, Mr. 
Bruce, with whom I am engaged on an important 
piece of work.” 

I am delighted to make your acquaintance, sir,” 
said Mr. Williams, and'having shaken hands with me 
he escorted us into the house 
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Ten minntes later we were quite at home in liis 
residence, and were waiting, myself impatiently, for 
a communication from Laoliwau. And hero 1 must 
pay another tribute to Nikola’s powers of self-con- 
centration. Anxious aa the time was, peculiar as 
was our position, he did not waste a moment in idle 
conjecture, but taking from his travelling bag tin 
abstruse work on chemistry, which wn-s his invariable 
companion, settled himself dijwn to a study of it; 
even when the messenger did come he‘did not stop at 
once, but continued the calculations upon which he 
was engaged until they were finished, when he 
direct(^d Laohwan to inform him as to the progress 
he had made. 

Your arrival,” said the latter, is expected, and 
^'though I have not becui to the place, I have learned 
that preparations are being made for your reception,” 

In that case you had better purchase ponies and 
have the men in readiness, for in all probability we 
shall leave for Pekin to-morrow morning.” 

At what time will your Excellency • visit the 
lioiiso ? ” asked Laohwan. 

Some timc' between half-past ten and eleven this 
evening,” answered Nikola; and thereupon our trusty 
retainer loft us. < , 

At seven o’clock our evening meal was serA’'ed. 
After it was finished I smoked a pipe in the verandah 
while Nikola went into a neighbouring room for half 
an hour’s earnest conversation with our host. When 
he returned he informed me that it was time for us 
to dress, and thereupon we went to our respective 
rooms and attired ourselves in our Chinese costumes. 
Having done this we let ourselves out by a side 
door and set ofE for the native city. It was fully 
half-past ten before we reached it, but for an infinity 
of reasons we preferred to allow those who were ex- 
pecting us to wait rather than that we sliould betray 
any appearance of hurry. f 
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Any ono wlio lins had oxporionco of Tionjisin will 
hear me onl when I say that of all tlie dirty and pes- 
tilential holes this earth of ours possesses, there are 
very few to equal it, and scarcely one that can sur- 
pass it. Narrow, irregular streets, but little wider 
\ than an average country lane in England, run in and 
; out, and twist and twine in every conceivable direc- 
j tion. Overhead the second stories of the houses, de- 
corated with sign-boards, streamers, and flags, almost 
touch each other, so that even in the middle of the 
day a peculiar, dim, i*eligious light prevails. At night, 
as may be supposed, it is pitch dark. And both by 
day and night it smells abominably. 

Arriving at the end of the street to which we had 
been directed, we left our conveyances, and pro- 
ceeded for the remainder of the distance on foot. Half- 
way down this particular tlioroiighfaro — Vhich was 
a little wider, and certainly a degree more respect^ 
able thai^ts neighbours, we were met by Laohwan — 
who conmeted us to the house of which we were in 
search. 

In outward appearance it was not unlike its fel- 
lows, was one story, high, had large overhanging 
eaves, a sort of trollis-shieldod verandah, and a low, 
arched doorway. Upon this last our Chinese com- 
panion thumped wdth his fist, and at the third repeti- 
tion the door was opened. Laohwan said something 
in a low voice to the janitor, who thereupon ad- 
mitted us. 

"There is but one sun,” said the guardian of the 
gate humbly. 

"But there be many stars,” said Nikola; where- 
upon the man led us as far as the second door m 
the passage. Arriving at this he muttered a few 
words. It ’ was instantly opened, and we stepped 
inside to find another man waiting for us, holding 
a queer^shaped lamp in his hand. Without ques- 
ti6ning -us he intimated that we should follow him, 
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which wc did, down a long pilssage, to bring np finally 
at a curtained archway. Drawing the curtain aside he 
bade us pass througli, and then rc-drew it after us. 

On the other side of the arch we found ourselves 
in a largo room, the floor, walls and ceiling of which 
wore made of some dark wood, probably teak. It 
was unfurnislied save for a few scrolled banners sus- 
pended at regular intervals upon the walls, and a few 
cushions in a corner. When we entered it was iin- 
tenanted, but we had not long- to \^ait before our 
solitude was interrupted. I had^ turned to speak to 
Nikola, who was examining a banner on the loft 
wall, when suddenly a quiet footfall behind me at- 
tracted my attention. 1 wheeled quickly round to 
find myself confronted by a Chinaman whose age 
<.could scarcely have been less than eighty years. His 
face was wrinkled like a sun-dried crab-apple, his 
hair was almost white,. and he walked with a stick. 
One thing struck me as particularly curious about 
hib appearance. Though the house in which we 
found ourselves was by no means a small one, though 
it showed every sign of care, and in places even be- 
tokened the possession of considerable wealth on the 
part of its owner, this old man, who was undoubtedly 
the principal personage in it, was clad in garments 
that evidenced the deepest poverty. When he reached 
Nikola, whom he seemed to consider, as indeed did 
every one else, tho chief of our party, he bowed low 
before him, and after the invariable compliments had 
been exchanged, said : 

Your Excellency has been anxiously expected. 
All the arrangements for your progress onward have 
been made this week past/^ 

" I was detained in Tsan-Chu,” sa^d Nikola. Now 
tell me what has been done f 

News has been .sent on to Pekin,'’ said the old 
.man, ''and the chief priest will await you in the 
Llamaserai. 1 can tell you no more." 


Q 
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" I am satisfied. And now let us know what has 
been said about my coming.’’ 

“ Tt is said that they who have chosen have chosen 
wisely.” 

^‘That is good,” said Nikola. '^Now leave us; 1 
am tired and would be alone. I shall remain the 
nig] it ill this house ami go onwards at daybreak to- 
morrow morning. See that 1 am not disturbed.” 

The old mail assured Nikola that Ids wish(*s should 
be respc'cted, and having done so loft the room. 
After lu' had gone Nikola drew me to the further 
end of the apartment and whispered hurriedly : 

I see it all now. Luck is playing into our hands. 
If I can only get hold of the two men T want to carry 
this business through, I’ll have the society’s secret or 
die ill the attempt. Listen to me. When we arrived 
to-night T learnt from Williams, who. knows almost 
as much of the under life of China as I do myself, 
that what I suspected has already taken place. In 
otlier words, after this long interval, tliero has been 
an election to fill the place of the man whom China 
Pete killed in the Llamaserai to obtain possession of 
that stick. The man chosen is the chief priest of the 
Llama temple of Hankow, a most religious and ex- 
traordinary person. He is expected in Pekin either 
this week or next. Misled by Laohwan, these 
people have mistaken me for him, and I mean that 
they shall continue in their error. If they find that 
wo are hoodwinking them we are dead men that 
instant, but if they don’t, and we can keep this other 
man out of the way, we stand an excellent chance of 
getting from them all we want to know. It is a 
tremendous risk, but as it is an opportunity that 
might never come again, we iniist make the most of 
it. Now attend carefully to me. It would never do 
for me to leave this place to-night, but it is most im- 
perative that I should communicate with Williams. 
1 must write a letter to him, and you must take it. 
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He must send two cablegrama first thing to-moirow 
morning/’ 

So siiying he drew from a pocket inside his sleeve 
a small notebook, and, what seemed stran gedy incon- 
gruous, a patent American fountain pen. Seating 
himself upon the floor he began to write. For nearly 
five minutes complete silence reigned in the room, 
then he tore two or three leaves from the book and 
handed them to me. 

“ 1\ike these to Williams,” tie said- “ He must 
find out wliere this other man is, without losing an 
instant, and communicate with the folk to whom 
I am cabling. Come what may they must catch him 
before he can get hero, and then carry him out to sea. 
Once there ho must not be allowed to hind again 
until you and I are safely back in Shanghai.” 

"And who is Williams to cable to ? ” 

" To two men in whom I have the greatest con- 
lidonce. One is named Eastover, and the other 
Prendergast. He will send them this messjig©.” 

He handed me another slip of paper. 

"To Premdergast junl Eastover, care Grc'gson, 
Hong-Kong-- 

" Come Tientsin next boat. Don’t delay a moment. 
When yoji arrive call on AVilliams. 


"Nikola.” 



CHAPTER V 

I RES(JUBi A YOUNG LADY 

H aving left the room in which Nikola had 
settled himself I found the same doorkeeper 
who had admitted us to the house, and 
who now preceded and ushered me into the street. 
Once there 1 discovered that the condition of the 
night had cliauged. When we had left Mr. Williams^ 
residence it was bright starlight, now black clouds 
covered the face of the sky, and as I passed down the 
street, in the direction oi the English Concession, a 
lieavy peal of thunder rumbled overhead. It was 
• nearly eleven o’clock, and, as I could not help think- 
ing, a curious quiet lay upon the native city. There 
was an air of suppressed excitement about such 
Chinamen as I met that puzzled me, and when I 
came upon knots of them at street corners, the scraps 
of conversation I was able to overhear id not dis- 
abuse my mind of the notion that some disturbance 
was in active preparation. However, I had not time 
to pay much attention to them. I had to find Mr. 
Williams’ house, give him the letter, and get back to 
Nikola with as little delay as possible. 

At last I reached the Concession, passed the Con- 
sul’s house, and finally arrived at the bungalow of 
which I was in search. 

A bright light shone frmn one of the windows, and 
towards it I directed my%eps. 0^, reaching it I 
discovered the owner of ttie bouse seated at a large 
table, writing. I tapped softly upon the pane^ where- 
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upon he rose and came towards me. That he did not 
recognise me was evident from his reception of me. 

What do you want ? he asked in Chinese as he 
opened the window. 

^ Bending a little forward, so as to reach his ear, I 
whispered the following sentence into it : "I should 
like to ask your honourable presence one simple 
question.^^ 

^^This is not the time to as]^ questions, however 
simple,” he replied; “you must comef round in the 
morning.” 

“But the morning will be too late,” I answered 
earnestly. “I tell you by the spirit of your ancestors 
that what I have to say must be said to-night.” 

“Then come in, and for mercy’s sake say it,” he 
replied a little testily, and beckoned me into the room. 
I did as he desired, and seated myself on the stool 
before him, covering my hands with my great sleeves 
in the orthodox . fashion. Then, remembering the 
Chinese love of procrastination, I began to work the 
conversation in and out through various channels 
until I saw that his patience was well-nigh exhausted. 
Still, however, he did not recognise me. Then leaning 
towards him 1 said : 

“Is your Excellency aware that your house has 
been watched since sundown ? ” 

“ By whom, and for what reason ? ” he inquired, 
looking, I thought, a little uncomfortable. 

“ By three men, and because of two strangers who 
arrived by the mail boat this afternoon.” 

“What strangers?” he inquired innocently. But 
1 noticed that he looked at me rather more fixedly 
than before. 

“The man whom we call 'The man with the 
Devil’s eyes * — ^but whom you call Nikolar, — ^ahd his 
companion.” 

I gave Nikolais name as nearly as a Giunamau 
would be able to pronounce it, and then waited to see 
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wliat he would .Kiiy next. That he was disconcerted 
was plain enough, but that he did not wish to commit 
himself was also very evident, lie endeavoured to 
temporize ; but as this was not to my taste, I revealed 
Tiiy identity by saying in my naturjil voice and in 
English : 

It would seem that niy disguise is a very gt)od 
one, Mr. Willisiuis.” 

lie stared at me. 

Surely you are Jiot Mr. Bruce ? ” ho critMl. 

“ I am,’’ I aijswerc'd ; ;iuil what’s more*, 1 am here 
on an imjiOT-taiit errand. I have brouglit you a letter 
from Nikohi, which you must read and net upon at 
once.” 

As 1 spoke 1 produced from a pocket in my sleeve 
the hiter Nikola had givtui mo and liaudod it to him. 
Me sat down ngain at the table and perused it 
carefully. When he had finished, he read it over 
ngnin, then a third time. Having got it by heart 
he wont across the room to a safe in tho corner. This 
ho unlocked, and having opened a drawer, carefully 
placed the slip of paper in it. Then he came back 
and took up his old seat again. I noticed that his 
forehead ,wns contracted with thouglit, and that 
there was an expression of perplexity, and one might 
have almost said of doubt, about his mouth. At last 
he spoke. 

^^1 know you are in Nikola’s employment, Mr. 
Bruce,” he said, ^M)ut are you aware of the contents 
of this letter ? ” 

Does* it refer to the man who is expected in 
Pekin to take up the third stick in the society ? ” 

Yes,” he answered slowly, stabbing at his bl 9 t- 
ting-pad .with the point of a pen, it does. It refers 
to him very vitally.” 

^^And now you arc revolving in your mind the 
advisability of what Nikola says about abducting him, 
I suppose ? ” 
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“Exactly. Can Nikola be awaiv, think you, tliat 
the man in question was chief priest of one of the 
biggest Hankow temples? 

“ I have no doubt that he is. Hut you suy * was.^ 
Has the man then rc'sigiied his appointment in order 
to embrac(j this new calling ? 

“ Certainly he lias.^’ 

“Well, in that ease it seems to mo that the dittieuUy 
is considerably lessened.'^ 

“In one direction, perhaps; but tlnni it is increased 
ill another. IF ho is still a priest and wo abduct him, 
Ihon wo fight the (TOV(*rnment and the Church. On 
the other hand, if he is no Imjger a ])riest, and the 
slightest suspicion of what wo are about to do leaks 
out, then we shall have to fight a society which is ton 
times as p(»werfnl as any goverinnimt or priesthood 
in the world.’’ 

“ You luivo Nikola’s instructions, I suj>poso?” 

“Yes; and I confess I would rather deal with the 
Government of China and the millions of the society 
than disobey him in one slngh^ particular. But let 
me tell you this, Mr. Bruce, if Nikola is pig-headed 
enough to coiitiiiue his (piest in the face of this awful 
uncertainty, I would not give a penny piece for either 
his life or that of the man who accompanies him. 
Consider for one moment what I mean. This society, 
into wliose secrets he is so anxious to penetrate — and 
how much better lie will be when he has done so he 
alone knows — ^is without doubt the most powerful in 
the whole world. If rumour is to be believed, its list 
of members exceeds twenty millions. It Ikas repre- 
sentatives in almost every town and village in the 
length and breadth of this great land, to say nothing 
of Malaysia, Australia and America; its rules are 
most exacting, and when you reflect for one moment 
that our friend is going to impersonate one of the 
three leaders of this gigantic force, with chances 
of detection menacing him at every turn, you will 



94 


/ RESCUE A YOUNG LADY 


see for yourself what a foolliardy undertaking it 
is.’^ 

must own I agree with you, but still he is 
Nikola/^ 

^^Yes. In that you sum up eveiytliiiig. He is 
NIKOLAI 

'^Then wliat answer am i to take back to him ? 

‘^That 1 will proceed with the work at ojice. Stay, 
I will writo ili dowm, that there may bo no possible 
mistakc.^^ 

So saying he wrote for a moment, and when his 
letter was" completed handed it to mo. 

I rose to go. 

"And with regard to these telegrams? I said. 

" I will despatch them myself the very moment the 
office is open,^^ he answered. " I have given Nikola 
an assurance' to that effect in my letter.^’ 

"Wo leave at daybreak for Pekin, so I will wish 
you good-bye now.^^ 

"You have no thought of turning back, I sup- 
pose ? ” • 

"Not the very slightest.^^ 

" Youh’e a plucky man.” 

" I suppose I must be. But there is an old saying 
that just meets my case.” 

"And that is? ” 

" ^ Needs must when ^ ” 

" Well, shall wo say when Nikola ? ” 

"Yes. ‘Needs must when Nikola drives.^ Good- 
bye.” 

" Good-bye, and may good luck go with you.” 

I shook hands with him jat the front door, and then 
descended the steps and set off on my return to the 
native city. As I left the street in which the^ bunga- 
low stood a clock struck twelve. The clouds, which 
hdd been so heavy when I set out, had now drawn off 
the sky, and it was bright starlight once more. 

As I entered the city proper my first impression 
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was in confirmation of my original feeling that some- 
thing out of the common was ‘about to happen. Nor 
was I deceived. Hardly had I gone a hundred yards 
before a tumult of angry voices broke upon ray ear. 
The sound increased in volume, and presently an 
excited mob poured into the street along which I was 
making my way. Had it been possible I would have 
turned into a by-path and so escaped tlieiri, but now 
this was impossible. They had hemmed mo in on 
every side, and, whether I wished it or not, 1 was 
compelled to go with them. 

For nearly half a mile they carried me ‘on in this 
fashion, then, leaving the thoroughfare along which 
they had hitherto been passing, they turned sharply 
to the right hand and brought up before a mode- 
rate-sized house standing at a corner. Wondering 
what it all might mean, I accosted a youth by my 
^ide and questioned him. His answer was brief, but 
to the point : 

^^Kueidza ! (devil), he cried, and picking up a 
stone hurled it through the nearest window. 

The house, I soon discovered, Avas the residence of 
a missionary, who, I was relieved to hoar, was absent 
from home. As I could see the mob was bent on 
wrecking his dwelling I left them to their work and 
proceeded on my Avay again. But though I did not 
know it, 1 had not done with adventure yet. 

As I turned from the street, into another which 
ran at right angles to it, I heard a shrill cry for 
help. I immediately stopped and listened in order 
to discover whence it had proceeded. I had not 
long to wait, however, for almost at the same in- 
stant it rang out again. This time it undoubtedly 
came from a lane On my right. . Without a second^s 
thought I picked up my heels ^nd ran across to it. 
At first I could see nothing; then at the further 
end I made out three figures, and towards th&m I 
hastened. When I got there I found that one was a 



96 


/ RESCUE A YOUNG LADY 


the second Jiii old innn, who was stretched upon 
the ground; bntli were English, but their assailant 
was an activ(‘ y()ung fellow of the coolie class. Ho 
was standing ov^er the man's body monacing the girl 
with a knife. .My sandals made no noise upon the 
stones, and as 1 caine*~up on the dark side of the 
lane neither of the trio notiet'd my presence until 



•* * Kueidza I \ lio cried ’* 

I was close upon them. Cut swift as I was I was 
hardly quick enongli, for just as I arrived the girl 
threw herself u])on the man, who at the same instant 
raised his arm and plunged his knife into her 
shoulder. It could not have penetrated very deep, 
However, before my fist was in his face. Ho rolled 
over like a ninepin, and for a moment lay on the 
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ground without moving. But he did not remain 
there very long. Recovering his senses he sprang 
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to his feet and bolted down the street, yelling 
^‘Kueidzu ! htieidzu ! ” at the top of hi^voice, in the 
hope of bringing the mob to his assistance. 

Before he was out of sight I was kneeling by the 
side of the girl upon tho ground. She was uncon- 
scious. Her face was deadly pale, and I saw that her 
left shoulder was soaked with blood. Prom examin- 
ing her I turned to the old man. He was a fine- 
looking old fellow, fairly well dressed, and boasting 
a venerable gray beard. He lay stretched out at full 
length, and one glance at his face was sufiicient to 
tell me his fate. How it had been caused I could 
only imagine, but there was no doubt about the fact 
that he was dead. When I had convinced myself 
of this I returned to tho girl. Her eyes wore now 
open, and as I knelt beside her she asked in English 
what had happened. 

You have been woundod,^^ I answered. 

"And my father?” 

There was nothing to bo gained by deceiving her, 
so 1 said simply : 

" I have sad news for you — I fear he is dead.” 

Upon hearing this she uttered a little cry, and for 
a moment seemed to lose consciousness again. I did 
not, however, wait to revive her, but went across to 
where her father lay, and picking the body up in 
my arms, carried it across the street to a dark corner. 
Having placed it there, I returned to tho girl, and 
lifting her on to my shoulder ran down the street in 
the direction I had come. In the distance I could 
hear the noise of the mob, who were still engaged 
wrecking the murdered man^s dwelling. 

Arriving at the spot where I had stood ^hen I first 
hea^d the cry for help, I picked up my old course and 
proceeded along it to my destination. In something 
less than ten minutes I had reached the house and 
knCcked, in the way Laohwai| had done, upon the 
doot, which was immediately opened to me. I gave 
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the password, and was adrnittod with my burden. If 
the custodian of tlio door thought anything, ho did 
not give utterance to it, but poniiittod me to reneh 
the s(‘C()nd door nninolestod. 

Again I knocked, and once more tlie (lt)f)r was 
opened. But this time I was not to be allowed to 
pass unchallenged. Though I had given the pass- 
word correctly, tlie doorkeept'r bade me wait wliilo he 
s(nMitiiii/ed tlic burden in my ariii'^. 

What have you here 2 ” he asked. 

^Mlave yon thi' right to ask ? ’’ F said, assuming a 
haughty a.ir. “ H s Kxceihuicy has S(;nt for this 
foreign devil to qiu'stion her. She has faiided with 
fright. Now stand aside, or there are tliose who will 
mak(* you pay for st<>])ping me.’^ 

TTv* looked a trifle disconcerted, and after a ino- 
mi nt’s l-.asiliil i(m signed to me to pass. I tr)ok him 
at his WiOrd, and proceeded into the r(»om wlujro I had 
left my chi(*f. That Nikola was eagerly expecting iik* 
1 gathered fi’om the pleasure my ai)])(‘aranc(‘ st‘em(»d 
to give him. 

“ Yi)\i arc late,^^ he cried, coming (piickly across to 
me. 1 have been expecting you this hour past. 
But what on earth have you got there ? 

A girl,’^ I answered, "the daugliter of a mission- 
ary, I believe. Slie has been wounded, and even now 
is unconscious. If I had not discovered her she would 
have been killed by the. man who murdered her 
father.^^ 

" But what on earth made you bring her here ? ’’ 

" What else could I do ? Her fatlier is dead, and I 
believe the mob has wrecked their house.^^ 

" Put her down,” said Nikola, "and let me look at 
her.” 

I did as he bade me, and thereupon he set to work 
to examiuo her wound. With a deftness extraordin- 
ary, and a tenderness of which one would scarcely 
have believed him capable, he bathed the wound with 
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water, which I procured from an adjoining room, 
then, having anointed it with some stuff from a small 
medicine chest he always carried about with him, he 
bound it up with a piece of Chinese cloth. Having 
finished he said : 

Lift her up while I try the effect of this upon her.’* 

From the chest he took a small cut-glass bottle, 
shaped something like that used by European ladies 
for carrying smelling-salts, and having opened her 
mouth poured a few drops of what it contained uf^on 
her tongue. Almost instantly she opened her eyes, 
looked about her, and seeing, as she supposed, two 
Chinamen bending over her, fell back with an expres- 
sion of abject terror on her face. But Nikola, who 
was still kneeling beside her, reassured her, saying in 
English : 

“ You need have no fear. You are in safe hands. 
Wo will protect you, come what may.” 

His speech seemed to recall what had happened to 
her remembrance. 

Oh, my poor father ! ’ she cried. '^What have 
you done with him ? ” 

^^To save your life,” I answered, "I was com- 
pelled to leave his body in the street where I had 
found it ; but it is quite safe.” 

‘*1 must go and get it,” she said. And as she 
spoke she tried to rise, but Nikola put out his hand 
and stopped her. 

You must not move,” he said. I^eave everything 
to me. I will take care that your father’s body is 
found and protected.” 

'^But I must go home.” 

" My poor girl,” said Nikola tenderly, "you do not 
know everything. Ypu have no home to gb to. It 
was wrecked by the liaob this eveuing.” . 

" Oh dear ! oh dear I Then what is to become of 
me ? They have killed my father and wrecked our 
I And we trusted them so,” ,, 
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Without (lisciissingp this point Nikola roso and loft 
the room. Presently he returned, and again ap- 
proached tho girl. 

I have sent men to find your father’s body/’ lie 
said. “It will bo conveyed to a safe place, and within 
half an hour the English Consul will bo on the trail of 
his murderer. Now tell me how it all occurred.” 

^ “I will tell you what I can,” she answered. “ But 
it seems so little to have brought about so terrible a 
result. My father and I left our home this evening 
at half-past sevtm to hold a service in the little church 
our few converts have built for ns. During the 
course of the service it struck mo ropi‘atodly that) 
there was something wrong, and when we came out 
and saw the crowd that had collected at the door 
this impression was confirmed. Whether they in- 
buided to attack us or not 1 cannot say, but just as 
we* were leaving a shout was raised, Jind instantly off 
the mob ran, 1 suppose in the direction of our house. 
1 can see that now, though we did not suspect it then. 
P('aring to follow in the same direction, wo passed 
down a side street, intending to proceed home by 
anolher route. But as wo left the main thoroughfare 
and turned into the dark lane wluuv yon found us, a 
man rushed out upon my father, and with a thick 
stick, or a bar of iron, felled him to tho ground. I 
ondefivoured to protect him and to divert his attention 
to myself, wholTupon he drew a knife and stabbed me 
in the shoulder. 1'hen you came up and drove him 
off.” 

As she said this she placed her hand upon my 
vrin. 

“ I cannot tell you how grateful I am to you,” she 
.said. , 

“ It was a very stnall service,” I answered, feeling 
a little confused by her action, “ I only wished I had 
arrived upon the scene earlier,” 

“ Whatever am 1 to do ? ” ^ 

D.N. » 
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^^Have you any friends in Tientsin,” inquired 
Nikola. Any one to whom you can go ? ” 

^^No, we know no one at all,” the girl replied. 
" But I have a sister in Pekin, the wife of a. mission- 
ary there. Could you help me to get so far ? ” 

‘^Though T cannot take you myself,” said Nikola, 
^^if you like I will put you in the way of getting 
there. In the meantime you must not remain in this 
house. Do not bo alarmed, however; I will see that 
you are properly taken care of.” 

Again he left the room, and while he was gone I 
looked more closely at the girl whom I had rescued. 
Her age might have been anything from twenty to 
twenty-thv(‘0, her face was a perfect oval in shape, her 
akin was tho most delicate I had ever seen, her mouth 
was small, and her eyes and hair were a beautiful 
shade of brown. But it was her sweet expression 
which was the chief charm of her face, and this was 
destined to haunt me for many a long day to 
come. 

I don’t think I can be said to be a ladies’ man 
(somehow or another I have never been thrown much 
into feminine society), but I must confess, when I 
looked into this girl’s sweet face, a thrill, such as I 
had never c*xperienccd before, passed over me. 

“ How can I ever thank you for your goodness ? ” 
she asked simply. • 

By bearing your terrible trouble bravely,” I 
answered. And now, will you ctmsider me imperti- 
nent if I ask your name ? ” 

“Why should I? My name is Medwin — Gladys 
Mary Medwin. And yours ? ” 

“ It ought to be Mah Poo in this dress, oughtn’t 
it? In reality it is Wilfred Bruce.” 

“ But if you are an Englishman why are you dis- 
guised in this fashion ? ” 

“Til at, I am sorry to say, I cannot tell you,” I 
answered. “Do you know, Miss Medwin, it is just 
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possible tha.t you maybe the last Englisliwoman I 
shall ever speak to in my life ? ” * 

" What do you mean ? she asked. 

Again I can only say that I cannot tell you. 
But T may say tliis much, that 1 ant g(»ing away in a 
feAV hours’ time to undertake something which, more 
probably than not, will cost mo my life. I drm’t 
know why 1 should say this to you, but one cannot be 
prosaic at such moments as these. Besides, though 
our acquaintance is only an hour or so old, I seem to 
have known you for years. You say I have done yon 
a service ; Avill you do one for me ? ” 

"What can 1 do?” she asked, placing her little 
hand upon rny arm. 

" This ring,” I said, at the same time drawing a 
plain gold circlet from my finger, "was my poor 
mother’s' last gift to me. 1 dare not take it with me 
where I am going. Would it bo too much to ask you 
to keep it for me ? In the event of ray not returning, 
you might promise me to wear it as a little memento 
of the service you say I have done you to-night. It 
would be pleasant to think that I have one woman 
friend in the world.” 

As I spoke I raised the hand that lay upon my arm, 
and, holding it in mine, placed the ring upon her 
finger. 

" I will keep it for you with pleasure,” she said. 
"But is this work upon which you are embarking 
really so dangerous ? ” 

" More so than you can imagine,” I replied. " But 
be sure of this, Miss Medwiii, if I do come out of it 
alive, I will find you out and claim that i*ing.” 

" I will remember,” she answered, and just as she 
had finished speaking Nikola re-entered the room. 

" My dear young lady,” he said hurriedly, " I have 
made arrangements for your safe conduct to the house 
of a personal friend, who will do all he can for yon 
while you remain in Tientsin, Then as soon as you 
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I an leave tin’s place ho will have you escorted care- 
fully to your sister in Pekin. Now I think you had 
better be going. A conveyance is at the door, aiul 
my friend will bo waiting to receive you. Mr. Pruce, 
will you conduct Miss Modwin to the street ? 

You are very good to me.^^ 

^^Not at all. You will amply compensate me if you 
will grant mo one favour in return.^' 

“ How can I serve you ? 

'^By never referring in any way to the fact of yonr 
having met us. When I tell you that our lives wdll 
in a great measure depend upon your reticence, I feel 
sure you will comply with my request.'^ 

^^Not a word shnll escape my lips.'^ 

Nikola bowed, and then almost abruptly turned on 
his heel and walked away. Seeing that his action 
was iiK'nnt- as a signal that she slionld depart, T led 
tlu^ way down the passage into the street, wlmre a 
chair was in waiting. Having placed her in it, I 
bade her good-by(» in a whisper. 

fi ood-bye/^ T said. If ever I return alive I will 
inquire for you at the house to which you are now 
going.’' 

(-lood-bye, and may God protect you ! ” 

She took my hand in hens, and next moment I felt 
somotliing^ placed in the palm. Then I withdrew it ; 
the cooli(\s took np the poles, and presently the equi- 
page was moving down the street. 

I waittul until it was out of sight, and then went 
back into the house, where I found Nikola pacing up 
and down the room, his hands behind his back and 
his head bowed low upon his breast. He looked up 
at me, and, without referring to what had happened, 
said quickly : 

" The ponies will be at the door in an hour’s time. 
If you want any rest you had better take it now. 
I am going to have an interview with the old man 
wte saw to-night. I want to try and worm some more 



IV E SET OFF FOR PEKIN lOJ 

iiiforjiiaiion for our guidance out of liirn. leave 

this room until my return, and, ahuvo all, remember 
in your future dealings with me that I am a chief 
priest, and as such am entitled to the deepest rever- 
ence. Always bear in mind the fact that one little 
mistake may upset all our plans, and may land both 
oiir heads on the top of the nearest city gate.’' 

1 will remember,” 1 said. And ho thereupon left 
tlu? room. 

When he had g<nie T put my hand into my pocket 
and drew out the little keepsake Miss Medwin had 
given me. It ])roved to be a small but curimisly 
chased locket, but, to my sorrow, contained no photo- 
graph. She had evidently w«irn it round her neck, 
for a small piece of faded ribbon was still attached to 
it. I looked at it for a moment, and then slipped tho 
ribbon round my own neck, for so only could I hope to 
prevent its being stolon from me. Then I laid ijiy- 
s(‘lf down upon a mat in a corner, and in less time 
than it takes to tell fell fast asleep. WJion I woke 
it was to find Nikola shaking me by the shoulder. 

‘^Time’s up,” ho said. ponies are at tho 

door, and w^e must bo off,” 

I had hardly collected my faculties and scrambled 
to my feet before the old man wliom I had seen on 
the previous evening entered the room, bringing with 
him a meal, consisting principally of rice and small' 
coarse cakes made of maize. We fell to work iipmi 
them, and soon had them finished, washing them down 
with cups of excellent tea. 

Our meal at an end, Nikola led tho old man aside 
and said something to him in an undertone, empliasiz- 
ing his remarks with solemn gestures. Then, with the 
whole retinue of the house at out heels* to do us 
honour, we proceeded into the courtyard, where Laoh- 
wan W'as in waiting with five ponies. Two were laden 
wijth baggage, upon one of the others Nikola seated 
I appropriated the second, Laohwan t^ing 
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the third. Then, amid the respectful greeting of the 
household, the gates were opened, and wo rode into 
tho street. We had now embarked upon another 
stage of our adventures. 



CHAf>TRR VI 


ON THE ROAD TO PEKIN 

A S wc left the last house of the native city of 
Tientsin hohind us the sun was in the act of 
rising. Whatever the others may have felt I 
cannot say, but tliis I know, that there was at least 
one person in tlio party who was heartily glad to 
have said good-byo to the town. Though we had 
only been in it a short time we had passed through 
such a series of excitements during that brief period 
as would have served to disgust even such a glutton 
as Don Quixote himself with an adventurous life. 

For the first two or three miles our route lay over 
a dry mud plain, where the dust, which seemed to be[ 
mainly composed of small pebbles and camel dnng,[ 
was driven about our ears like hail by the dawn 
wind. We rode in silence. Nikola, by virtue of his 
pi'etended rank, was some yards ahead, I followed 
next; Laohwan came behind me, and the baggage 
ponies and the hjafoos (or native grooms) behind 
him. again. I don^t know what Nikola was .thinking 
about, but I'm hot ashamed to confess that my own 
thoughts reverted continually to the girl whom I had 
been permitted tlie opportunity of rescuing on the 
previous evening. Her pale sweet face never left 
me, but monopobsed my thoughts to the exclusion of 
everything eke. Though 1 tried again and again 
to bring my mind to bear upon the enterprise on 
which we were embarking, it was of no use ; on 
each occasion I came back to the consideration of 
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a pair of dark eyes aud a wealth of nnt-hioun 
hair. Tliat I should ever meet Miss Modwiii again 
seenK'd most unlikely; that I wanted to I ^vill not 

deny ; and while I 

am about it I will 
o\cn go so far as to 
confess that, not once 
but several times, I 
found 111} sell wish- 
ing, for the self-same 
reason, that I had 
til ought tu Re belore 
accepting Nikola's 
offer. One moment's 
reflection, liowever, 



•‘For I he fiiKi two or thiee miles our 
loute lav o\« r a dry mud plain '• 

was sufficient to show me 
I not fallen in 

5 with Nikola I should in all 

probability not only have 
never known her at all, but, what was more to the 
point, I should most likely have been in a position 
where love-making would not only have been foolish, 
but indeed quite out of the question. 


I DON'T FEEL WELL 


til 

When we had proceeded Boinctliiii^ like five miles 
Nikola turned in his saddle and beckoned me to his 
side. 

By this time,” he said, Prcndcrgast and East- 
over will have received the telegram I requested 
Williams to despatch to them. They will not lose a 
moiiK'iit in getting on their way, and by the middle 
of next week they should have the priest of Hankow 
in their hands. It will take another three days for 
them to inform us of the fact, which will mean that 
we shall have to wait at least ten days in Pekin 
before presenting ourselves at the Llamasorai. This 
being so, we will put up at a house which has been 
rironnneiided to me in the Tartar city. I shall let it 
be understood there that 1 am anxious to undertake 
a week^s prayer and fasting in order to fit myself for 
the res])onsibilities 1 am about to take upon me, and 
that during that time 1 can see no one. By the end 
of the tenth day I shoidd have heard from Prender- 
gast and know enough to pei^etrate into the very 
midst of the monks. After that it should be all plain 
sailing/^ 

^^But do you think your men will be able to 
abdnet this well-known priest without incurring 
suspicion y 

They will have to,” answered Nikola. If they 
don’t wx* shall have to pay the penalty, liut there, 
you need have no sort of fear, I have the most per- 
fect faith in the men. They have beim wtII tried, 
and I am sure of this, if I were to tell either of them 
to do anything, however dangerous the task might 
be, they would not think twice before obeying me. 
By the way, Bruce, I don’t know that you are look- 
ing altogether well,” 

don’t feel quite the thing,” I answxred; "my 
head aches. ooiisurnedly, but I don’t doubt it will soon 
pass off.” 

" Well, let us push on. We must reach the rest- 
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house to-night, and to do that wo have got a forty- 
mi lo ride ahead of us/^ 

It is a well-known fact that though Chinese ponies 
j do not present very picturesque outward appearances, 
there are few animals living that can equal them in 
pluck and endurance.* Our whole cavalcade, harness 
and pack-saddles included, might have been pur- 
chased for a twenty-pound note; but I very much 
doubt if the most costly animals to be seen in Rotten 
Row, on an afternoon in tho season, could have carried 
us half so well as those shaggy little beasts, which 
stood but little more than thirteen hands. 

In spite of tho fact that we camped for a couple of 
hours in the middle of tho day, we were at the rest- 
house, half-way to Pekin, before sundown. And a 
wretched place it proved — a veritable Chinese inn, 
with small bare rooms, quite unfurnished, and sur- 
rounded by a number of equally inhospitable stables. 

As soon as we arrived we dismounted and entered 
the building, on the threshold of which the boorish 
Chinese landlord received us. His personality was in 
keeping with his house ; but observing that we were 
strangers of importance he condescended to depart* 
so far from his usual custom as to show us at least’ 
the outward signs of civility. So we chose our 
rooms and ordered a meal to be instantly prepared. 
Our blankets wore unpacked and spread upon the 
floor of our bedrooms, and almost as soon as this was 
done the meal was announced as ready. 

It consisted, we discovered, of half a dozen alnaost 
raw eggs, two tough fowls, amd a curiously coohe(^ 
mess of pork. The latter dish, as every one knowa 
who has had anything to do with the Celestial Empire, 
is one of the staple diets of all but Mohammedan 
Ch inamen. Swarms of beggars, loathsome to a degree, < 
infested the place, begging and whining for any trifle, 
however insignificant. They crawled about the court- 
yard and verandahs, and at last became so emboldened 
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by success that 
they ventured to 
penetrate our 
rooms. This was 
too much of «. 
good thing, and 
I saw that Ni- 
kola thought so 
too. 

When one 
beggar, more 
impertinent til an 
tlie rest, pre- 
sented himself 
before us, after 
having been 
warned repeat- 
edly, Nikola 
called Laohwan 
to him and bado 
him take the 
fellow outside 
and, with the as- 
I sistance of two 
y coolies, treat him 
, to a supper of 
bamboo. Any 
one who has 
seen this pecu- 
liar punishment 
will never forget 
it; and at last 
the man^s cries 
for mercy be- 
came 60 appal- 
ling as to war- 



rant my pro- 
ceeding to the courtyard and bidding them let him go. 
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After I returned to my room, which adjoined that 
occupied by Nikola, we sat talking for nearly an 
hour, and then retired to rest. 

But though I disrobed myself of my Chinese gar- 
ments, and stretched myself out upon the blankets, 
sleep would not visit my eyelids. Possibly I was a 
little feverish; at any rate I began to imagine all 
sorts of horrible things. Strange thoughts crowded 
upon my brain, and the most uncanny sounds spoke 
from the silence of the night. Little noises from afar 
concentrated themselves until they seemed to fill my 
room. A footfall in the street would echo against the 
wall with a mysterious distinctness, and the sound of a 
dog barking in a neighbouring com])ound was inten- 
sified till it might have been the barking of a dozen. 
So completely did this nervousness possess me that I 
soon found myself discovering a danger in even the 
creaking of the boards in an adjoining room, and the 
chirrup of an insect in the roof. 

How long I remained in this state I cannot say. 
But at last I could bear it no longer. I rose therefore 
from my bed and was about to pace the room, in the 
hope of tiring myself into sleeping, when the sound of 
a stealthy footstep in the corrid or outside caught my 
ears. I stood rooted to the spot, trying to listen, with 
every pulse in my body pumping like a piston rod. 
Again it sounded, but this time it was nearer my door. 
There was a distinct difference, however ; it was no 
longer a human step, as wo are accustomed to hear it, 
but an equalised and heavy shuflfliing sound that for a 
moment rather puzzled mo. But my mystification was 
of scarcely an instant^s dui’ation. I had heard that 
sound before in the Manillas the same niglit that a 
man in my hotel was murdered. One second^s re- 
flection told me that it was made by some one pro- 
ceeding along the passage upon his hands and knees. 
But wliy was he doing it ? Then I reineinlbered that 
the wall on the other side of the corridor was only 
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a foot or two high. Tlic intriidor, wlioovor ho iniglit , 
be, evidently did not wish to be seen by the occu- ' 
pants of the rooms across the square. I drew ba.ck 
into a corner, took a long hunting-knife, that I 
always carried with me, from benoatli my pillow, 
and awaited the turn of events. Still tlio sound 
continued ; but by this time it had passed my door, 
and as soon as I realized this, I crept towards the 
passage and looked oul. 

From where I stood I was permitted a view of the 
narrow corridor, but it was empty. Jnsi,inct told me 
that the iiuin had entered the room next to mine. 
Since I had first heard him he would not hav(' had 
time to got any further. The adjoining a])arlment 
was Nikola’s, and after the fatigue of the day it was 
ten (diances to one he would be asleep. 'J’hat the fel- 
low’s mission was an evil one it did not require much 
peni‘tration to perceive. A man does not crawl about 
lonely corridors, when other men arc asleep, on hands 
and knees, for any good purpose. 11ier(*fore, if I 
wished to save my employer’s life, I knew I must be 
quick about it. 

A second later I had left my own room and was 
hastening up the passage after him. Ileacliing the 
doorway I stood irresolute, trying to discover by 
listening whereabouts in tJie room the man might bc'. 
It was not long before I heard a heavy grunt, fol- 
lowed by a Then I rushed 

into the room, and across to whore I knew Nikola 
had placed his bed. As I did .so I came in contact 
with a naked body, and next moment we were both 
rolling and tumbling upon the floor. 

It was an unique experience that fight in the dark. 
Over and over the man and I rolled, clinging to each 
other and putting forth every po.s8ible exertion to 
secure a victory. Then I heard Nikola spring to 
his feet, and run towards the door. In response to 
his cry tliere was an immediate hjibbiili in the 
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building, but before lights could reach us I bad got 
the upper hand and was seated across my foe. 

Laohwan was t\ie first to put in an appearance, and 
he brought a torch. Nikola took it from him and 
came across to us. Signing me to get off the man 
whltm I was lioldiiig, he bent down and looked at 
him. 

Ho, ho ! ” lio said quietly. This is not burglary 
then, but vengeance. So, you rogue, you wanted to 
repay me for the beating you got to-night, did you ? 
It seems I have had a narrow escape.^^ 

It was as lie said. The man wliom I had caught 
was none other tlian the beggar whose porsisteiico 
had earned him a beating earlier in the evening. 

What will your Excellency be pleased to do with 
him?^^ asked Laob wan. 

Nikola saw his opportunity. Ho told the man to 
stand up. Then looking him straight in the eyes for 
perhaps a minute, he said quietly ; 
r Open your mouth 
: The man did as he was ordered, 

I ''It is impossible for you to shut it again,” said 
Nikola. "Try.” 

The poor wretch tried and tried in vain. His jaw's 
were as securely fastened as if they had been screwed 
top and bottom. He struggled with them, he tried 
to press them together, but in vain ; they were firmly 
fixed and defied him. In his terror he ran about the 
room, perspiration streaming from his face, and all 
the time uttering strange cries. 

" Come here ! ” said Nikola. " Stand before me. 
Now shut your mouth.” 

Instantly the man closed his mouth. 

( " Shut your eyes,” 

The man did as he was ordered, 
r " You are blind and dumb ; you cannot open either 
\ your eyes or your month.” 

The man tried, but with the same result us before 
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His mouth and eyes were_ firmly sealed. This time 
his terror was greater than any words could express, 
and he fell at Nikola's feet imploring him in inarti- 
culate grunts to spare him. The crowd who had clus- 
tered at the door stood watching this strange scene 
open-inoutlied. 

Get up ! " said Nikola to the miserable wretch at 
his feet. ‘^Open your mouth and eye's. You would 
have murdered me, but I have spared you. Try 
again what you have attempted to-night, and both 
siglit and speech will bo instantly taken from 3^011 
and never again restored. Now go ! " 

Th(^ man did not wait to be bidden twice, but fled 
as if for his life, parting the crowd at tln^ doorway 
just as the bows of a steamer turn away the water 
on either side. 

When only Laohwan remained, Nikola called him 
up. 

‘^Are you aware," he said, ^M»hat but for my 
friend’s vigilance here I should now be a dead man ? 
You sleep at the* end of the pjissage, and it was your 
duty to have taken care that nobody passed you. 
J 3 ut you failed in your trust. Now what is your 
punishment to be ? " 

In answer the man knelt humbly at his master's 
feet. 

Answer my question ! What is your punishment 
to be ? " the same remorseless voice repeated. " Am 
I never to place trust in you again ? " 

By the graves of my ancestors I swear that I did 
not know that the man had passed me." 

"That is no answer," said Nikola. • "You have 
^failed in your duty, and that is a thing, as you 
know, I never forgive. But as you have been faith- 
ful in all else, I will not be too hard upon you In an 
hour’s time you will saddle your horse and go back 
to Tientsin, where you will seek out Mr. Williams 
and tell him that you are unsatisfactory, and that 

I 



120 


ON THE ROAD TO PEKIN 


I have sent you back. You will remain with him till 
I communicate with you again. Fail to see him or 
to tell him what I have said, and you will be dead in 
two days. Do you understand me ? 

Once more the man bowed low. 

" Then go I 

Without a word the fellow rose to his feet and went 
towards the door. In my own heart I felt siorry for 
him, and when he liad left, I said as much to Nikola^ 
at the same time inquiring if he thought it prudent 
to make an enemy of a man who held our lives in his 
hand. 

My friend/^ he answered, there is a Hindu pro- 
verb which says, ^ A servant who cannot be trusted is 
as a broken lock upon the gateway of your house.^ 
As to what you say about prudence, you need have 
no fear. I have had many dealings with Laohwan, 
and he knows me. He would rather die the death of 
a Thousand Cuts than betray me. But while I am 
blaming him I am forgetting to do justice to you. 
One thing is very certain, but for your intervention I 
should not be talking to you now. I owe you my 
life. I can only ask you to believe that, if ever the 
chance occurs, you will not find me singrateful.'’ 

It was fortunate,” I said, that I heard him pass, 
along the passage, otherwise we might both have 

strange, after all the exertions of the day; 
that you should have been awake. I was sleeping 
like a top. But let me look at you. Good heavens, 
man I I told you this morning you were looking ill. 
Give me your wrist,” 

He felt my pulse, then stared anxiously into my 
face. After this he took a small bottle from a travel- 
ling medicine-chest, poured a few drops of what it 
contained into a glass, filled it up from a Chinese 
water-bottle near by, and vthen bade me drink it. 
Having done so I was^ sent back to b<*d, and within 
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five minutes of arriving there was wrapped in a 
dreamless sleep. 

When I woke it was broad daylight and nearly 
six o^clock. I felt considerably better than when I 
had gone to bed tlio previous night, but still I was 
by no means well. What was the matter with mo, 
•however, I coiild not tel). 

At seven o^clock an equivalent for breakfast was 
served to us, and at half-past the ponies were saddled 
and we proceeded on our journey. !As we left the 
inn I looked about to see if I could discover any 
signs of poor Laohwan, but as he was not there i 
could only suppose he had accepted Nikolais decision 
as final and had gone back to Tientsin. 

As usual Nikola rode on ahead, and it was not 
difficult to see that the story of his treatment of his 
would-be murderer had leaked out. The awe with 
which he was regarded by the people with whom we 
came in contact was most amusing to witness. And 
you may be sure he fully acted up to the character 
which had been given him. 

After halting as usual at midday we proceeded on 
our way until four o^clock, when a pleasurable sensa- 
% tion was in store for us. Rising above the mono- 
tonous level of the plain were the walls of the great 
city of Pekin. They seemed to stretch away as far 
' as the eye could reach. As we approached them 
they gfrew more imposing, and presently an enormous 
tower, built in the usual style of Chinese architec-l 
ture, and pierced with innumerable loop-holes for| 
cannon, appeared in sight. It was not until we 
were within a couple of hundred yards of it, how- 
ever, that we discovered that these loop-holes wete 
only counterfeit, and that the whole tower was little 
more than a sham. 

'We entered the city by a gateway that would hare 
been considered insignificant in a third-rate Afghan 
village, and, having paid the tolls demanded of i^, 
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wondered in which direction we had best proceed, in 
order to find the lodgings to which our friend in 
Tientsin had directed us. 

Having pressed a smart-looking youth into our 
service as guide, we were conducted by a series of 
tortuous thorouglifares to a house in a inean (juarter 
of the city. By* the time, we reached it it was quite 
dark, and it was only after much waiting and re- 
peated knockings upon the door that wo contrived 
to make those within aware of oiir presence. At 
last, howevt'r, the door opened and an enormously 
stout Chinaman stood before us. 

What do you want ? he aske‘d of Nikola., who 
was nearest to him. 

Tluit which only peace can givcV^ said Nikola. 

The man bowed low. 

'^Your Excellency has been long expected,'^ he 
said. ^^If you will be honourably pleased to step 
inside, all tliat my liouso contains is yours.^^ 

We followed him through the dwelling into a 
room at the rear. Then Nikola bade him call in the 
chief Mafoo, and when he appeared, discharged his 
account and bade him be gone. 

We are now in Pekin,^^ said Nikola to me as soon 
as W’e were filoiio, and it behoves ns to play our 
cards with the utmost care. Remember, as I have 
so often told you, I am a man of extreme sanctity, 
and I shall guide my life and actions accordingly. 
There is, as you see, a room leading out of this./i In 
it I shall take up my abode. You will occupy this 
one. It must be your business to undertake that no 
one sees me. And you must allow it to be understood 
that I spend my time almost exclusively in study 
and upon my devotions. Every night when darkness 
falls I shall go out and endeavour to collect the in- 
formation of which we stand in need. You will have 
charge of the purse and must arrange our com- 
missariat.” 



/ AM TAKEN ILL 


123 


Half an hour later our evoiiiiig meal was served, 
and when we had oaten it, beiiio; tired, we went 
straight to bod. But I was not destined to prove of 
much assistance to my friend, for n(‘xt morning when 
I woke Iny old si(;kiiess liad returned upon me, my 
skin was dry and cracked, and my head ached to 
distraction. I could eat no breakfast, and I could 
see that Nikola was growing more and more con- 
cerned about my condition. 

After breakfast I went for a walk‘. But I could 
not rid myself of the heaviness which had seized me, 
so returned to the house feeling more dead tlian alive. 
During the afteriio<m I lay down u]>on niy bed, and 
in a few minutes lost consciousness altogether. 



CHAPTER VII 

SERIOUS TIME 

i T was broad daylight when I recovered conscious- 
iiessj the sunshine was streaming into my room, 
and birds were twittering in the trees out- 
side. But though I sat up and looked about me 1 
could make neither hea d nor tail of my position ; 
there was evid^tly som eEEiTig "Wrong about it. When 
I had fallen asleep, as I thought, my couch had been 
spread upon the floor, and was composed of Chinese 
materials. Now I lay upon an ordinary English bed- 
stead, boasting a spring mattress, shoots, blankets, 
and even a counterpane. Moreover, the room itself 
was different. There was a carpet upon the floor, 
and several pretty pictures hung upon the walls. I 
felt certain they had not been there when I was 
introduced to the apartment. Being, however, too 
weak to examine these wonders for very long^ I laid 
myself down upon my pillow again and closed my 
eyes. In a few moments I was once more asleep and 
did not wake until towards evening. 

When I did it was to discover some one sitting b^ 
the window reading. At first I looked at her — ^for it 
was a woman — ^without very much interest. She 
seemed part of a dream from <which I should pre- 
sently wake to find myself back again in the Chinese 
house with Nikola. But I was to be disabused of 
this notion very speedily. 

After a while the lady in the chair put down her 
book, rose, and came across to look at me. Then it 

iii ‘ . 
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was that I realized a most astounding fact ; she was 
none other than Miss Medwin, the girl I had rescued 
in IKentsin! She touched my hand with her soft 



*8b6 touched my hand with ber soft flnffort.'* 


fingers, to see if I were feverish, I suppose, and then 
poured into a medicine*glass, which stood upon *a 
table by my side, some doctor’s physic. When she 
put it to niy lips I drank it without protest and 
looked up at bur. 
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Don^t leave me, Miss Medwin/^ I said, half ex- 
pecting that, now 1 was awake, she would gradually 
fade away and disappear from my sight altogether. 

I am not going to leave you,^’ she answered ; 

but I am indeed rejoiced to seo that you recognise 
me again.” 

What is the matter with me, and where am I ? ” 
I asked. 

“You have been very ill,” she answered, “but you 
are much better now. You are in my brother-in- 
law^s house in Pekin.” 

I was completely mystified. 

“ In your brother-in-law’s house,” I repeated. 
“ But how on earth did 1 get here ? How long have 
I been liero ? and where is Nikola ? ” 

“ You have been here twelve days to-morrow,” she 
answered; “you were taken ill in the city, and as you 
required careful nursing, your friend, l)r. Nikola, had 
you conveyed here. Where ho is now I cannot 
toll you ; wo have only seen him once. For my own 
part I believe he has gone into the country, but in 
wliich direction, and when he will be back, 1 am 
afraid I have no idea. Now you have talked quite 
enough, you must try and go to sleej) again.” 

I Avas too weak to disobey h(‘r, so I closed my eyes, 
and in a few minutes was in the land of Nod once 
more. 

Next day I avus so much stronger that I was able 
to sit up and partake of more nourishing food, and, 
what was still more to my ^hste, I was able to have a 
longer conversation with my nurse. This did me 
more good than any doctor’s physic, and at the end 
of half an hour I was a difFerent man. The poor 
girl was still grieving for lier father, and I noticed 
that the slightest reference to Tientsin flooded her 
eyes with tears. From what I gathered later the 
Consul had acted promptly and energetically, Avith 
tlio result that the ringleaders of the mob Avliich h:id 
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wrecked the house had been severely punished, wlule 
the man who had gone further and murdered the un- 
fortunate missionary himself had paid the penalty oi 
his crime with his life. 

Miss Medwin spoke in heartfelt terms of the part 
I had played in the tragic affair, and it was easy to 
see that she was also most grateful to Nikola for the 
way in which he had be*haved towards her. Acting 
on his employer's instructions, Williams had taken 
her in and had at once communicated with the 
Consul. Then when Mr. Medwin had been buried 
in the English cemetery and the legal business con- 
nected with his murder was completed, trustworthy 
servants had been obtained, and she had journeyed to 
Pekin in the greatest comfort. 

During the morning following she brought me 
some beef-tea, and, while I was drinking it, sat down 
beside my bed. 

I think you might get up for a little while this 
afternoon, Mr. Bruce,^^ she said ; " you seem so much 
stronger.^^ 

“ I should like to,^^ I answered. " I must do every- 
thing ill my power to regain my strength. My illness 
has been a most unfortunate one, and I expect Nikola 
will be very iinpaticuit.” 

At this she looked ajittlo mortified, I thought, 
and an instant later I saw what a. stupid thing 1 liad 
said. 

I am afraid you will think me un grateful, I 
hastened to remark ; ‘‘ but believe me I was looking 
at it from a very different standpoint. I feel more 
gratitude to you than I can ever express. When X 
said my illness was unfortunate, I meant that at such 
a critical period of our affairs my being incapacitated 
from work was most inconvenient. You do not think 
that I am not properly sensible of your kindness, do 
you ? " 

As I spoke I assumed possession < of her hand, 
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which was hanging down beside her chair. She 
blushed a little and lowered her eyes. 

I am very glad we were able to take you in,” she 
answered. " I assure you my brother and sister were 
most anxious to do so when they heard what a service 
you had rendered me. But, Mr. Bruce, I want to 
say something to you. You talk of this critiral 
position in your affairs. You told me in Tientsin that 
if you continued the work upon which you were 
embarking ' you might never come out of it alive.' 
Is it quite certain that you must go on with it — ^that 
you must risk your life in this way ? ” 

I regret to say it is. I have given my word and 
I cannot draw back. If you only know how hard it 
is for me to say this I don't think you would try to 
tempt mci” 

" But it seems to me so wicked to waste your life 
in this fashion.” 

I have always wasted my life,” I answered, rather 
bitterly. Miss Medwin, you don't 'know what a 
de relic t I am, I wonder if you would think any 
file worse of me if I told you that when I took up 
this matter upon which I am now engaged I 
was in abject destitution, and mainly through my 
own folly ? I am afnaid I am no good for anything 
but getting into scrapes and wriggling my way out 
^ 6f them again.” 

I expect you hardly do yourself justice,” she 
answered. I cannot believe that you arc as unfortu- 
nate as you say.” 

As she spoke there was a knock at the door, and 
in response to my call come in,” a tall handsome 
man entered the room. He bore the unmistakable 
impress of a missionary, . and might have been any- 
thing from thirty to forty years of age. 

Well, Mr. Bruce,” he said cheerily, as he came 
over to tho bed and held out his hand, ^'I am glad 
to hear from my sister that you are progressing so 
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nicely. I should have come in to see you^ but 1 have 
been away from home. You have had a sharp touch 
of fever, and, if you will allow me to say so, I think 
you are a lucky man to have got over it so satis- 
factorily.” 

" I have to express my thanks to you,” I said, for 
taking me into your house ; but for your care I can- 
not imagine what would have become of me.” 

'^Oh, you mustn^t say anything about that,” an- 
swered Mr. Beiifleet, for such was his name. We 
English arc only a small community in Pekin, and it 
would bo indeed a sorry thing if we' did not em- 
brace chances of helping each other whenever they 
occur.” 

As he said this I put my hand up to my head. 
Immediately I Was confronted with a curious discovery. 
When I was taken ill I was dressed as a Chinaman, 
wore a pigtail, and had my skin stained a sort ofy 
pale mahogany. What could my kind friends have 
thought of my disguise ? 

It was not until later that I discovered that I had 
been brought to the house in complete European 
attire, and that when Nikola had called upon Mr. and. 
Mrs. Beniloet to ask them to take me in he had done 
so clad in orthodox morning drej^s and wearing a .sglar. 
(^^0 upon his head. 

Grladys tells me you are going to gut up this after- 
noon,” said Mr. Benfleet. " I expect it will do you 
good. If I can be of any service to you in your 
dressing I hope you will command me,” 

I thanked him, and then, excusing himself on the 
plea that his presence was required at the mission- 
house, he bade me good-bye and left the room. 

I was about to resume my conversation with Miss 
Medwin, but she stopped me. 

^'Tou must not talk any more,” she said with a 
pretty air of authority. I am going to read to you 
for half an hour, and then 1 shall leave you to your- 
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self till it is time for tiffin. After that I will place 
your things ready for you, and you must get up.^^ 

She procured a book, and seating herself by the 
window, opened it and began to read. Her voice was 
soft and musical, and she interpreted tlio author^s 
meaning with considerable ability. I am afraid, how- 
ever, I took but small interest in the story ; I was far 
too deeply engaged watching the expressions chas- 
ing each other across her face, noting the delicate 
shapeliness and whiteness of the hands that held the 
book, and tlie exquisite ^inmetry of the little feet 
and ankles that peeped beneath her dress. I think 
she must have suspected something of tho sort, for 
sho suddenly looked up in the middle of a passage 
which otherwise would have monopolised- her whole 
attention. Her heightened colour and tho quick way 
in which the feet slipped back beneatli their covering 
confirmed this notion. She continued her reading, it 
is true, but there was not the same evenness of tone 
as before, and once or twice I noticed that the words 
were rather slurred over, as if tho reader were trying 
to think of two things at one and tho same time. 
Presently she shut tho book with a little snap and 
rose to her feet. 

I think I must go now and see if I can help my 
sister in her work,” she said hurriedly. 

Thank you so much for reading to mo,” I 
answered. " I have enjoyed it very much.” 

Whether she believed what 1 said or not I could 
not tell, but she smiled and looked a little conscious, 
as if she thought there might possibly be another 
meaning underlying my remark. After that I was 
left to myself for nearly an hour. During that time 
I surrendered myself to my own thoughts. Some 
were pleasant, others were not; but there was one 
conclusion to which I inevitably, however much I 
might digress, returned. That conclusion was that 
of all the girls I had ever met. Miss Gladys Medwin 



I AM JEALOUS 


I3I 

was by far the most ado rable ^ She soomcd to 
possess all the graces and virtues witli which women 
arc endowed, and to have the faculty of preseniting 
them to the best advantage. I could not help see- 
ing that my period of convalescence was likely to 
prove a very pleasant one, and you will not bliiino 
me, 1 suspect, if I registered a vow to make the most 
it. How long I should bo alloAved to remain Avith 
them it Avas impossible for me to say. Nikola, my 
Old Man of the Hea, might ])ut in an ap])en ranee at 
any moment, and then I should be compelled to bid 
my fritmda good-bye in order to plunge once more 
into his mysterious affairs. 

Wlien tiffin Avas tinislied I dressed myself in the 
garments Avhich had been put out for me, and as soon 
as my toilet was completed took Mr. Ihmfteet’s arm 
' and proce('d('d to a terrace in the garden at the back 
of the house. Here chairs had been placed for us, 
and Avo sat down. I looked about me, half expecting 
to find Miss Modwin Avaiting for us, but she did not 
put in an appearance for some considerable time. 
When she did, she expressed herself as pleased to see 
me about again, and then went across to Avhere a little 
Chinese dog Avas lying in the sunshine at the foot of 
a big stone figure. Whether she was always as fond 
of the little cur I cannot say, but the way she petted 
and caressed it on this particular occasion would have 
driven most men mad with jealousy. I don^t know 
' 1 that I am in any way a harsh man with animals, but 
. 1 am afraid if I had been alone and that dog had 
come anywhere near me I should have been tempted 
I to take a stick to him, and to have treated him to 
one of the finest beatings he had ever enjoyed in 
his canine existence. 

Presently she looked up, and, seeing that I was 
■ watching her, returned to where We sat, uttered a few 
commonplaces, more than half o£ which were addressed, 
^ to her brother-iu-laAv, and finally made an excuse and 
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returned to the house. To say that I was disappointed 
would scarcely be the truth; to describe myself as 
woefully cbasyri ned would perhaps be nearer the 
mark. Had I offended her, or was this the way of 
women ? I had read in novels that it was their cus- 
tom, if they thought they had been a little too prodigal 
of their favours whilst a man was in trouble, to become 
cold and almost distant to him when he was himself 
again. If this wore so, then her action on this par- 
ticular occasion was only in the ordinary course of 
things, and must be taken as such. But soon I dis- 
covered that it would be easier to reach the North 
Pole, and so decide a question about which the world 
has been puzzling itself for centuries, than to attempt 
to be logical or dear-headed at such a crisis as I am 
now describing., ^hat I was in love I will not attempt 
to deny; it was, however, the first time I had ex^ 

1 perienced the fatal passion, and, like measles caught 
' in later life, it was doubly severe. For this reason 
the treatment to which I had just been subjected was 
not, as may be expected, of a kind calculated to 
make my feelings easier. 

Whether Mr, Benfleet thought anything I cannot 
say, he certainly said nothing t) me upon the subject. 
If, however, my manner, after Miss Medwin^s depart- 
ure, did not strike him as peculiar, he could not have 
been the clear-headed man of the world his Pekin 
friends believed him. All I know is that when I 
^^vTOturned to the house, I was about as irritable a piece 
^ of man-flesh as could have been found in. that part of 
Asia. 

But within the hour I was to be treated to another 
example of the .strange., contrariness of the feminine 
mind. No sooner had I arrived in the house than 
everything was changed. It was hoped that I had 
not caught a fresh cold ; the most comfortable chair 
^as set apart for my use, and an unnecessary foot- . 
. stool was procured and placed at my feet. Altogether, 
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I was the recipient of as many attentions ainl as much 
insiuuiitcci sympathy as I had bTOn subjected to cold- 
ness before. 1 did not know what to make rd it; 
however, under its influence, in Ie‘^s than lialf an 
hour I Inid coniplefely tluiwed, and my previous ill 
temper was forgotten for good and all. 

N(*xf day 1 was so much 8trong(*r that I was able 
to .spend the gr(*afer part of iny time in the garden. 
On this occasion, both Mr. and Mrs. lionfleet being 
otherwise engaged, Miss Medwin was good enough to 
permit me a considerable amount ot her com])any. 
You may bo sure I made the most of it, and we wiled 
the time away chatting pleasantly on various subjects. 

At tiffin, to which 1 sat up for the first time, it was 
proposed that during the afternoon we should en- 
deavour to get as far as the (ireat Wall, a matter of 
a quarter of a mile's walk. Accordingly, as soon as 
the meal was over, we set off. I'he narrow streets 
were crowded with coolies, springless private carts, 
sedan chairs, ponies but little bigger than St. Bernard 
dogs, and camels, some laden with coal from the 
Western Hills, and others bearing brick-tea from 
Pekin away up into the far north. Beggars in all 
degrees of loathsomene.ss, carrying the scars of almost 
every known ailme nt upon their bodies, and in nine 
cas(*s out of ten not only able but desirous of pre.sent- 
ing us with a ♦opbca of the disease, swarmed round 
ns, and pushed and Jostled us as we walked. Add to 
this the fact that at least once in every few yards we 
were a,ss»^l<^d with scornf nl cries and expressions that ^ 
would bring a blush to the cheek of the most blasphe- 
mous (fyalheaver in existence, accompanied by gestures 
vvliicli made^ my hands itcl^ to be upon the faces of 
those wlTo practised them. Mix np with all this 
the sights and smells of the foulest Eastern city 
you can imagine^, add to it the knowledge that you 
are despised and linted by the most despicable race 
^i|^er the sun, fill np whatever room is left with the 
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dust that lios on a calm clay six inches deep upon the 
strecjts, and in a storm — and storms occur on an 
averaf^e at least three times a week — covers one 
from head to foot with a coating of the vilest im- 
purity, you will have derived hut the smallest 
impression of Avhat it means to take a walk in the 
‘•streets of Pekin. To the Englishman who has never 
travelled in China this denunciation may appear a 
little extravagant. My regret, however, is that jkt- 
sonally I do not consider it strong enough. 

Nut once but a hundred times J found good reason 
to regret having brought Miss Medwiii out. But, 
thank goodness, we reached the Wall at last. 

• Having once arrived there, we seated ourselves on 
a bastion, and looked down upon the city. It was 
an extraordinary view we had presented to us. From 
the Wall we could see the Ohi-en-Men, or Great 
(rat<5; to the north lay the Tartar city. Just behnv 
us was a comparatively small temple, round which a 
multitude of foot-passengers, merchants, coolies, carts, 
camels, ponies, private citizens, beggars, and hawkers, 
pushed and struggled. Over our heads rose the 
two great towers, which form part of the Wall itself, 
while to right and left, almost as far as the eye could 
reach, and seeming to overlap each other in endless 
confusion, were the roofs of tlie city, covered, in 
almost every instance, witli a quantity of decaying 
brown grass, and in many cases having small trees 
and shrubs growing out of the interstices of the stones 
themselves. Away in the distance we could see the 
red wall of the Forbidden City,” in other words, the 
Imperial Palace ; on another side was the Great Bell 
Tower, with the Great Drum Tower near it, and 
farther still the roofs of the Llamaserai. The latter, 
as you will suppose, liad a particular attraction for 
mo, and once having seen them, I could hardly with- 
draw my eyes. 

When we had examined the view and were begin- 
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uing to contemplate making our way home again, I 
turned to my companion and spoke the thoughts 
which were in my mind. 

I suppose, now that I am well again, I shall soon 
have to be leaving you/^ I began. It cannot surely 
be very long before I hear from Nikola.'' 

She was quiet for a moment, and then said ; 

You mustn't be angry with me, Mr. Bruce, if I tell 
you that I do not altogether like your friend. He 
frightens me." 

“ Why on earth should he ? " I asked, as if it were 
a most unusual effect for Nikola to produce. Some- 
how I did not care to tell her that her opinion was 
shared by almost as many people as knew him. 

“I don't know why 1 fear him," she answered, 
unless it is because he is so different from any other 
man I 'have ever met. Don't laugh at me if I tell 
you that I always think his eyes are like those of a 
snake, so cold and passionless, yet seeming to look 
you through and through, and hold you fascinated 
until he withdraws them again. I never saw such 
eyes in my life before, and I hope I never may 
again." 

And yet he was very kind to you." 

I can't forget that," she answered, " and it makes 
me seem so ungrateful; but one cannot help one's 
likes and dislikes, can one ? " 

Here I came a little closer to her, 

" I hope. Miss Medwin, you have not conceived such 
a violent antipathy to me ? " I said. 

She began to pick at the mud between the great 
stones on which we wore sitting. 

No, I don't think I have," she answered softly, 
seeming to find a source of interest in the movements 
of a tiny beetle which had come out of a hole, and 
was now making its way towards us. 

T am glad of that," I replied ; " I should like you 
to think well of me." 

D.N. 


K 
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am sure I do/^ she answered. Think how 
much I owe to you. Oh, that dreadful night I I 
shall never be able to drive the liorror of it out of 
my mind. Have you forgotten it ? 

I saw that she was fencing with me and endea- 
vouring to divert the conversation to a side issue. 
This I was not going to permit. I looked into her 
face, but she turned away and stared at a cloud 
of dun-coloured dust that was rising on the plain 
behind. 

Miss Medwin,” I said, " I suppose into the life of 
every man there must, sooner or later, come one 
woman who will be all the world to him. Gladys, 
can you guess what I am going to say ? " 

Once more she did not answer ; but the unfortunate 
beetle, who had crawled unnoticed within reach of her 
foot, received his death-blow. And yet at ordinary 
tinges she was one of tho kindest and most gentle of 
her sex. This significant little action showed me 
more than any words could have done how porturbed 
her feelings were. 

1 was going to say,” I continued, '' that at last a 
woman — the one woman of all others — has come into 
my life. Are you glad to hear it ? ” 

^'How can I be if I do not know her ? ” she pro- 
tested feebly. 

^^If you do not,” I said, "then nobody else does. 
Gladys, you are that woman. I know I have no right 
to tell you this, seeing what my present position is, 
but God knows I cannot help it. You are dearer to 
me than all the world ; I have loved you since I 
first saw you. Can you love me a little in return f 
Speak -your mind freely, tell me exactly what is in 
your heart, and, come what may, I will abide by 
your decision.” 

She was trembling violently, but not a word passed 
her lips. /Her face was very pale, and she seemed to 
find a difficulty in breathing, but at any cost I was 
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going to press her for an answer. I took licr 
luind. 

“ Wliat liave you to say to me, Gladys ? " 

“ Wliat can 1 say ? ” 

Say that you love mo,^^ I answered. 

I love you/^ she answered, so softly that I could 
scarcely hear the words. 

And then, in the face of all Pekin, I kissed her on 
the lips. 

Once in most mcn^s lives — and for that reason I 
suppose in most womcn^s also — there comes a certain 
five minutes when they understand exactly wliat un- 
alloyed happiness means — a five minutes in their little 
spans of existence when the air seems to ring with 
joy-bells, when time stands still, and there is no such 
thing as care. That was how I felt at the moment of 
which I am writing. I loved and was loved; but 
almost before I had time to realize my happiness a 
knowledge of my real position sprang up before my 
eyes, and I was cast down into the depths again. 
What riglit had I, I asked myself, to tell a girl that I 
loved her, when it was almost beyond the bounds of 
possibility that I could ever make her my wife ? None 
at all. I had done a cruel thing, and now I must go 
forward into the jaws of death, leaving behind me all 
that could make life worth living, and with the know- 
ledge that I had brought pain into the one life of all 
others I desired to be free from it. True, I did not 
doubt but that if I appealed to Nikola he would let 
me off my bargain, but would that bo fair when I had 
given my word that I would go on with him ? No, 
there was nothing for it but for me to carry cut my 
promise, and trust to Fate to bring me safely back 
again to the woman I loved. 

The afternoon was fast slipping by, and it was 
time for us to be thinking about getting home. I was 
disposed to hurry, for I had no desire to take a lady 
through the streets of Pekin after dusk. They, the 
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streets, were bad cnoiigli in the day-time, at night 
they were ten times worse. We accordingly de- 
scended from the Wall, and in about ten minutes had 
reached the Boiifloets^ bungalow once more. 

By the time we entered the house I had arrived at 
a determination. As an honourable man there were 
only two courses open to me : one was to tell Mr. 
Buiiflei't the state of my afTections, the other to let 
Gladys firmly understand that, until I returned — if 
return 1 did — from the business for which I had been 
engaged, I should not consider her bound to me in 
any shape or form. Accordingly, as soon as the even- 
ing meal was finished, I asked the missionary if he 
could permit me five minutes" conversation alone. He 
readily granted my request, but not, I thought, with- 
out a little cloud upon his face. We passed into his 
study, which was at the other end of the building, 
and when we got there he bade me take a seat, 
saying as he did so : 

‘^Well^ Mr. Bruce, what is it you have to say to 
me ? ” 

Now I don"t think I am a particularly nervous 
man, but I will confess to not feeling at my ease in 
Hhis particular situation, I cast about me for a way 
to begin my explanation, but for the life of me I 
could find iioiu? that suited mo. 

“Mr. Beiitleet,^" I said at last in desperation, “you 
will probably be able to agree with me when I assert 
that you know very little about me."^ 

“ 1 think I can meet you there,"" said the clergyman 
with a smile. “ If 1 am to be plain with you, I will 
admit that I know very little about you."" 

“ I could wish that you knew more,"" 

“ For what reason ? "" 

. “To be frank, for a very vital one. You wil# 
understand when I tell you that I proposed to your 
sister-in-law, Miss Medwin, this afternoon."" 

“I must confess T thought you would,"" he said. 
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“ There have been signs and wonders in the land, and 
though Mrs. Bentleet and I live In Pekin, we aro still 
able to realize what the result is likely to be when a 
man is as attentive to a girl as you have been to my 
sister-in-law of late.^^ 

I trust you domot disapprove ? ” 

“ Am I to say wliat I think ? 

“ By all means. I want you to be perfectly candid.” 
Then I am afraid I must say that 1 do disap- 
prove.” / 

“ You have, of course, a substantial reason ? ” 

“i don't deny it is one that time and better 
acquaintance might possibly remove. But first let 
us consider the light in which you stand to us. 
Until a fortnight or so ago neither I, my wife, nor 
Miss Medwin were aware that there was such a per- 
son in the world. But you were ill, and we took you 
in, knowing nothing, remember, as to your antece- 
dents. You will agree with me, I think, that an 
English gentleman who figures in Chinese costume, 
and does not furnish a reason for it, and who peram-^ 
bulates China with a man who is very generally feared,* 
is not the sort of person one would go out of one'i^ 
way to accept for the husband of a sister one loves. 
But I am not a bigoted man, and I know that very 
often when a man has been a bit wild a good woman 
•will do him more good than ever the' Archbishop of 
Canterbury and all his clergy could effect. If you 
love her you will set yourself to win her, and, in 
sporting parlance, this is a race that will have to be 
won by waiting. If you think Gladys is worth work- 
ing and waiting for, you will do both, and because 1 
like what I have seen of you I will give you every 
opportunity in my power of achieving your end. If 
you, don't want to work or to wait for her, then you 
will probably sheer off after this conversation^ in 
which case we shall be well rid of you. And vice 
versa. One thing, however, I think would be. pru- 
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dent, and that is that you should leave my house 
to-morrow morning.” 

1 was going to suggest as much myself.” 

You will understand why I say that, of course.” 

Perfectly ! ” 

^^Very good then. The matter, we are agreed 
therefore, stands as follows : — As my sister-in-law's 
guardian I do not absolutely forbid your engagement. 
But I will consent to nothing for some considerfible 
time to come, or, in other words, until I know you 
better. When you are in a position to support a 
wife in a befitting manner^ and you can come to us 
without any secrecy or fear, I will talk further about 
it with you ; in the meantime we will drop the sub- 
ject. I am sure my poor father-in-law would have 
said the same.” 

You have treated me very fairly, and I thank you 
for it.” 

I am glad you fall in with my views. Now a few 
words as to this business upon which you are en- 
gaged. I don't know its nature, but I should be glad 
to receive your assurance that it is nothing of which 
you need be ashamed.” 

" I don't know that there is anything in it of which 
I need reproach myself,” I said. ‘^.It is more a* 
matter of scientific research than anything else.' I 
am paid a large sura to risk my life in order to find 
out certain things. That is as much as I can tell you.” 

" You are pledged to secrecy, I suppose ? ” 

I have given my promise to reveal nothing.” 

“In that case I won't press you. Now shall we 
go back to the ladies ? ” 

-On my returning to the drawing-room my sweet- 
heart greeted mo with an anxious face. 1 smiled to 
reassure her, and when, a few minutes later, kindly 
Mrs. Benfleet made an excuse and went out of the 
room to speak to her husband, I was able to tell her 
all that had occurred at our interview. 
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She quite ajvrced with mo that the coui’se her 
brother-in-law had siij^gosted was tlie.be.stwe could 
pursue. * For the whole of the time tliiit I was absent 
with Nikola we would not communicate in any way. 
By this means wo should bo able to find out the true 
state of our own minds, and whether our passion was 
likely to prove lasting or not. 

But oh ! how I wish that I know what you are 
going to do/' said Gladys, when we had discussed the 
matter in all its bearings save one. , 

am afraid that is a thiiig 1 cannot tell even 
you," I answered. I am hemmed in on every side 
by promises. You must trust me, Gladys." 

''It isn't that I don't trust you," she said, with 
almost a sob in her voice. " I am thinking of the 
dangers you will run, and of the long time that will 
elapse before I shall hear of you or see you again." 

" I'm afraid that cannot be helped," I said. " If I 
had only met you before I embarked on this wild- 
goose chase things might have been arrangcjd differ- 
ently, but now I have made my bed and must lie 
upon it." 

"As I said this afternoon, I am so afraid of this 
man Nikola." 

" But you needn't be. I get on very well with him, 
and as long as 1 play fair by him he will play fair by 
me. You might tremble for my safety if wo wore 
enemies, but so long as we remain friends I assure 
you you need have no fear.” 

" And you are to leave us to-morrow morning ? ” 

" Yes, darling, I must go ! As we are placed to- 
wards each other, more than friends, and yet in the 
eyes of the world less than lovers, it would hardly do 
for me to remain here. Besides, I expect Nikola will 
be requiring my services. And now, before I forget 
it, I want you to give me the ring I gave you in 
Tientsin." . 

She left the rof^ to return with it in a few mo- 
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ments, 1 took it from her and, raising her hand, 
placed it upon her finger, kissing her as I did so. 

I will wear it always,^^ she said. 

As she spoke, Mrs. Benfleet entered the room. A 
moment later I caught the sound of a sharp, firm 
footstep in the passage that was unpleasantly 
familiar to me. Then Nikola entered and stood be- 
fore us. 
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HOW PUENDERGAST SUCCEEDED 

T O say that I was surprised at Nikola's sud- 
den entry into the Benflects’ drawing-room 
would be to put too tamo a construction upon 
my feelings. Why it should have been so I cannot 
say/ but NikoWs appearance invariably seemed to 
cause me astonishment. And curiously enough I 
was not alone in this feeling ; for more than one 
person of my acquaintance has since owned to 
having experienced the same sensation. What it was 
about the man that produced it, it would be difficult 
to say. At any rate this much is certain, it would be 
impossible for Nikola to say or do a common-place 
thing. When he addressed you, you instinctively » 
felt that you must answer him plainly and straight-] 
forwardly, or not at all ; an evasive reply was not 
suited to the man. It occurred to you, almost uncon- 
sciously, that he was entitled to your best service, and 
it is certain that whether he was worthy or not he in- 
variably got it. I have seen Nikola take in hand one 
of the keenest and, at the same time, most obstinate 
men in China, ask of him a favour which it would 
have been madness to expect the fellow to grant, talk 
to him in his Own quiet but commanding fashion, and 
in less then ten minutes have the matter settled and 
the request granted. 

One other point struck me as remarkable in this 
curious individuals character, and that was that he 
always seemed to know, before you spoke, exactly 
what sort of answer you were going to return to 



146 HOW PREl^DERGASt SUCCEEDED 


][ his question, and as often as not he would antioi- 
^ pate your reply. In niy own case 1 soon began to feel 
that I might spare myself the trouble of answering at 
all. 

Having entered the room he crossed to where 
Gladys was sitting and, bowing us he took her hand, 
wished her good-evening. Then turning to me, and 
accompanying his remark with one of his indescrib- 
able smiles, he said, — 

My dear Bruce, I am rejoiced to see you looking 
so well. I had expected to find a skeleton, and to my 
delight I am confronted with a man. How soon do 
you think you will be fit to travel again ? ” 

“ I am ready as soon as you are,^' I answered, but 
not without a sinking in my heart as I looked across 
to Gladys and realized that the moment had indeed 
come for parting. 

I am indeed glad to hear it," he answered, for 
time presses. Do you think you can accompany me 
in a few minutes ? You can ? — that^s right. Now, 
if he will permit me, I should like to have a little 
talk with Mr. Benfleet, and then we must be off." 

He went out of the room, accompanied by our 
hostess, and for ten minutes or so Gladys and I were 
left alone. 

I will give you no description of what happened 
during that last interview. Such a parting is far too 
sacred to be described. It is enough to say that 
when it was over I joined Nikola in the- veranda 
and we left the house together. With the shutting 
of the front door behind us all the happiness of 
my life seemed to slip away from me. For nearly 
five minutes I walked by my companion's side in 
silence, wondering whether I should ever again see 
those to whom I had just said good-bye. Nikola 
must have had some notion of what was passing 
in my mind, for ho turned to me and said confix 
dentiaUy,— 
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" Cheer up, Bruce ! we shall be ,back again before 
you know where you arc, and remember you will then 
be a comparatively rich man. Miss Medwin is a" girl 
worth waiting for, and if you will allow me to do so, 

I will offer you my congratulations.^^ 

How do you know anything about it ? ” I asked 
in surprise. 

^'Haven^t I just seen Mr. Benfleet?” he an- 
swered. 

But surely he didn^t tell you ? ” 

"It was exactly what I went in to see liim about, 
said Nikola. "You are my friend, and I owe you 
a good turn ; for that reason, I wanted to try and 
make things as smooth for you as I could. To tell 
the truth, I am glad this has happened ; it will make 
you so much the more careful. There^s nothing 
like love; — though 1 am not a believer in it asj 
a general rule — for making a man mindful of hisf 
actions.” 

" It is very good of you to take so much trouble 
about my affairs,” I said warmly. 

" Not at all,” he answered. " There can be no 
question of trouble between two men situated as wo 
are. But now let us march along as quickly as we 
can. I have a lot to talk to you about, and we have 
many preparations to make before to-morrow morn- 
ing.” 

" But where are we going ? This is not the way 
back to the house in which I was taken ill.” 

" Of course not,” said Nikola. " We're going to 
another place — the property of an Englishman of 
my acquaintance. There we shall change into our 
Chinese dresses again.” 

"This, then, will probably be our last walk in Euro- 
pean costume ? ” 

" For many months at any rate.” 

After this ,we again walked some time without 
tspeaking, Nikola revolving in his mind his intermin- 
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able iritrig'ues, I suppose ; I thinking of the girl I had 
left behind mo. At last, however, we reached the 
house to which we had been directing our steps, and, 
on knocking upon the door, were at once admitted. 
It was a tiny pliioe, situated in a side street leading 
out of a busy thoroughfare. The owner was an Eng- 
lislimau, whose business often necessitated his taking 
long journeys into the interior ; he was a bachelor, 
and, as I gathered from Nikola, by no means particu- 
lar as to his associates, nor, I believe, did he bear any 
too good a reputation in Pekin. Before I had been 
five minutes in his company I had summed the man 
up exactly, though I could not for the life of me 
understand why Nikola had chosen him. That he 
was afraid of Nikola was self-evident, and that Nikola 
intended he should be was equally certain. To cover 
his nervousness the fellow, whoso name was Edgehill, 
afFected a jocular familiarity which intensified rather 
than concealed what ho was so anxious to hide. 

You’re not looking quite up to the mark, Mr, 
Bruce,” he said, when I was introduced to him ; then, 
with a leer, he imitated a man pulling a cork and 
continued, — 

^‘Eyes bright, hands shaky — the old thing, I 
suppose ? ” 

have been down with fever,” I answered. 

Too much Pekin air,” he replied. “ This beastly 
country would make an Egyptian mummy turn up 
his toes. But never fear, keep your pecker up, and 
you’ll pull through yet.” 

I thanked him for this assurance, and then turned 
to Nikola, who had seated himself in a long cane 
chair, and, with his finger-tips pressed together, was 
staring hard at him. Something seemed to have 
ruffled ixis feathers. When he spoke it was dis- 
tinctly and very deliberately, as if he desired that 
every ^ord he uttered should be accepted by the 
person to whom it was addressed at its full value. 



A DENUNCIATION 


149 


And so, Mr. Edgehill, after my repejited warnings 
you have informed your Chinese friends that^you 
have a visitor ? ” # 

The man stepped back as if he had received a blow, 
his face flushed crimson and immediately afterwards 
became deathly pale. He put out his hand to the 
wall behind him as if for support; I also noticed that 
he drew such deep breaths that the glasses on the 
sideboard beside him rattled against each other. 

^^Your two Chinese friends/^ said Nikola slowly 
and distinctly, ^^must have placed a peculiar value 
upon the information with wliich you were able to 
furnish them if they were willing to pay so high a 
price for it.^^ 

The man tried to speak, but without success. All 
his bounee had departed ; now he was only a poor 
trembling coward who could not withdraw his eyes 
from that calm but cruel face that seemed to be look- 
ing into his very heart. 

Then Nikolais manner changed, and he sprang to 
his feet with sudden energy. 

/^Tou dog I" he cried, and the intensity of, his tone 
cut like a knife. ^^You pi tifu}/ hound ! So you 
thought you could play Judas with me, did you? 
How little you know Dr, Nikola after all. Now 
listen, and remember every word I say ta^yoVi, for 
I shall only speak once. To-night, at my dictation, 
you will write a letter to your Chinese friends, and 
to-morrow morning at six o^clock you will saddle 
your horse and set off for Tientsin. Arriving there 
you will go to Mr. Williams, whoso address you know, 
and will tell him that 1 have sent you. You will say 
that you are to remain in his house, as his prisoner, 
for one calendar month ; and if you dare to communi- 
cate with one single person concerning me or tny « 
affairs during that or any^pther time. Til have your 
throat cut within half an J^ur of your doing so. Can 
it be possible that you think so little of me as to dare 
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thank Providence that I havenV killed you at once 
for your presumption. Do you remember Hanotat ? 
You do ? Well, then, take care my friend that I do 
not treat you as I did him. Like you he thought 
himself clever, but eventually he preferred to blow 
his brains out rather than fight me further. You 
have been warned, remember. Now go and prepare 
for your journey. I will communicate with Williams 
myself. If you are not in his house by breakfast time 
on Thursday morning it will save you expense, for 
you will never have the appetite for another meal.” 

Not a word did the man utter in r(»ply, but left 
the room directly he was ordered, looking like a 
ghost. 

When he had gone I turned to Nikola, for my 
astonishment exceeded all bounds, and said, — 

How on earth did you know that he had given 
any information about us ? ” 

In reply Nikola stooped and picked up from the! 
floor two small stubs. On examination they proved^ 
to be the remains of two Chinese cigarettes. He 
tlien went across the room to a small curtained shelf, 
from which he produced a brandy bottle. Three/ 
glasses, all of which had been used, stood by the/ 
bottle, which was quite empty. Having pointed oiit 
these things to me he went b^k to his chair and sat 
down. 

"Bdgehill,” he explained, "doesn^t drink brandy, 
except when he has company; even then he takes 
very little. Before I left the house this evening to 
fetch you I took the precaution to look behind the 
curtain. That bottle was then more than three parts 
full, and I am quite certain that there were no ends 
of Chinese cigarettes upon the floor, because I looked 
about. Before that I nad noticed that two men were 
watching the house from across the way. As I went 
down the street 1 picked up the end of a cigarette 
one of them had been smoking. There it is ; you cah^ 
p,N, n 
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compare them if you like. The man’s manner when he 
let us in added another link to the chain of evidence, 
and his face, when I asked him the first question, 
told me the rest. Of course it was all guess-work ; 
but 1 have not learned to read faces for nothing. At 
any rate you saw for yourself how true my accusation 
proved.” 

But what do you think the man can have told 
them ? ” I asked. And who could the pc^oplo have 
been who questioned him ? ” 

** He can’t have told them very much,” Nikola 
replied, because there wasn’t much to tell; but who 
tlio men could have been I am quite unable even to 
conjecture. I distrust them on principle, that’s all.” 

“ But why did you send him to Williams ? ” 

To keep him out of the way of further miscliief 
until we have had a fair start; also because I wanted 
to teach him a lesson. 1 may have occasion to use 
him at some future date, and a little bit of discipline 
of this sort will do him no harm. But now let us 
change the subject, I have something else I want to 
talk to you about, First sec that there is no one at 
the door, and then bring your chair nearer to mine.” 

I tip-toed over to the door. After I had reached 
it I waited for a moment and then opened it suddenly. 
There was no one outside, so I came back again and 
drew my chair nearer to Nikola. He had taken a 
letter from his pocket, and was evidently preparing 
to read it to me. Before he did so, however, he said 
in a low voice, — 

This communication is from Prendergast. It was 
brought to me by special messenger at midday to-day. 
If you will give me your attention I will read it 
to you. It is dated from Tientsin, and runs as 
follows : — 

^^'To Dr. Nikola, Pekin. 

Dear Sir, — I have to inform you that on Thurs- 
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day week last I received a telegram from Mr. Williams 
of this place bidding me come to him at once in order 
to negotiate some important business on your behalf. 

I had hardly received your wire before Mr. Eastover 
called upon mo to say that he was also in rc'ceipt of 
a telegram to the same effect. Understanding that 
no time must bo lost, within two hours of receiving 
the messages, wc were on board the steamer Jamas 
Monaghan, en route for Tientsin. 

^ That place we reached in due course^ and imme- 
diately reported our arrival to your agent, Mr. Wil- 
liams, from whom we learned the nature of the AVork 
upon which we were to be employed. Its danger was 
quite apparent to us, and at first, I must confess, the 
difficulties that surrounded it struck me as insur- 
mountable. The Chief Priest of the Hankow Temple 
is a well-known personage, and very popular. His 
private life may almost be said to be nil. Ho never 
moves out unless he has a troop of people about him, 
while to attempt to get at him in his own town would 
only be to bring a mob of howling devils round our 
ears and ruin the whole enterprise beyond redemption. 

I immediately placed myself An communication with 
Chung-Yein, who fortunately Avas in Hankow at the 
time. It was through liis agency we discovered that 
the priest — who, as you know, has resigned his office 
in the temple — was in the act of setting out upon a 
long journey. ^ 

* As soon as I learned this I instructed Chung- 
Yein to endeavour to elicit the route. He did so, 
and informed me that the man proposed, travielling 
by way of Hang-Chu and Pon-Ching to Tsan-Chu, 
thence up the Grand Canal by way of Tsing-Hai to 
Tientsin, whence it was said he was going to make 
his way op to Pekin. I examined a chart of the 
country very carefully, and also conferred ivith Mr. 
Williams and Mr. Eastover, who both agreed -with 
me that any action which might be necessary should 
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be contrived and carried out at Tsan-Chu, which, as 
you know, is a town a little below the. point where 
the canal, running to Nans-Shing, joins the Yun- 
Liang-Ho river. 

" ^ This settled, the next thing to be done was to 
endeavour to discover how the abduction of the priest 
could be effected. To suit your purposes we saw that 
it must bo arranged in such a fashion that no scandal 
could possibly ensue. He would have to be abducted 
in such a manner that his followers would suppose he 
bad left them of his own accord. But how to do this 
was a problem very difficult to work out. The man 
is old and exceedingly auspicious. He has a reputa- 
tion for trusting nobody, and he invariably acts up to 
it. Unless, therefore, wo could invent some’ really 
plausible excuse ho would be almost impossible to 
catch, and foreseeing this I again called in Chung- 
Toiii to my assistance. At any cost, I told him, he 
\ must manage to get into the priest^s service, and once 
there to begin to ingratiate himself with his^master 
to the very best of his ability. The time was so short 
that we dared not wait to cultivate an opportunity,, 
but had to work in our chances, as they rose, to suit 
ourselves. 

“ ' At great risk Chung-Yoin managed to get him- 
self appointed a member of the priest's travelling 
party. Once this was done his peculiar abilities soon 
brought him under his master's notice, and that end 
having been achieved the rest was easy. 

' Within three days of his arrival the household 
was broken up, and the priest, with a numerous 
retinue, commenced his journey. By the time they 
had travelled a hundred miles Chung-Yein was on 
very familiar terms with him; he discovered many 
means of adding to the .priest^s comfort, and during 
' the march he was so assiduous in his attentions that 
his master began to place rnoro and more trust in 
hiti. \Yhen they reached Fon-Ching he was advanced 
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to the post of aecretaiy^ and tlien the plot which I 
had arranged was ready to be put into execution. 

^'/Little by little Ghung-Yeiy dropped into his 
master^s willing ears the news of a fortune which he 
assured him might be obtained with very little risk. 
The avaricious old man swallowed tlio bait only too 
readily, and when he had digested tijo letters wln'cli 
the astute Chung read him from time to time, and 
which were supposed to have been written by his 
cousin Quong-Ta, from Tsan-Ohu, he wa,s as good {is 
caught. 

“ ^ After eight days of continuous travelling the 
company arrived at the entrance to the canal. East- 
over and I had left Tientsin by this time, and had 
travelled post haste down to meet them. Once they 
were fairly installed at the principal inn Chung-Yein 
came to see me. He had arranged everything most 
carefully, it appeared, even to the extent of having it 
circulated among his follow-servants that after leav- 
ing Tgan-Chu the high priest intended dispensing 
with their services and going on alone. It now only 
remained for us to arrange a meeting with him, and 
to have somo moans prepared whereby we might 
convey him across country, over the forty odd miles 
that separated Tsan-Chu from Ohi-Kau-Ho, to where 
a junk was already waiting to receive him. While 
Eastover undertook \ihe arrangement of this part of 
the business I drew u^ the plan which was to give us 
possession of the priest^s person. 

Chung-Yein was to represent to him that he was 
the unhappy possessor of a cousin who was a noted 
robber. By virtue of his evil habits be had accu- 
mulated great riches, but finding himself now likely 
to come within reach of the finger-tips of the law he 
was most anxious to purchase a friend who would 
.stand by him in case of evil happening. 

^ The greedy old priest, intending to ask a large 
share of the .plunder for the favour accorded, eon* 
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scnted to bestow his patroiiayo upon tlio youth, 
and when he was brought to understand that his 
share of the transaction would amount to something 
like six thousand ta()ls, his anxiety to obtain posses- 
sion of the coin became more and more intense. Ho 
discussed the matter with Chmig-Yein times out of 
number, and finally it was decided that that night they 
should proceed together to a certain house in the 
village, where he should interview the culprit and 
also receive his share of the gains. 

** ' As soon as 1 was made conversant with what 
had been arrangi'd I pushed forward my plans, ar- 
ranged with one of iny own men to impersonate the 
cousin, and by the time dusk had fallen had every- 
thing in readiness, llolays of ponies were stationed 
at intervals along the road to the coast, and the skip- 
per of the junk only waited to have his passenger 
aboard to weigh anchor and be off. 

At eight o^cloek, almost to the minute, the priest, 
disguised, and aceoini)aiiiod by Ohung-Yein, appeared 
at the door. 

‘ They were admitted by the counterfeit cousin; 
who conducted them forthwith to the back of the 
house. Once in the room, negotiations were com- 
menced, and the priest lost no time in severely repri- 
manding the young man for the evil life he had 
hitherto been leading, l^heii, that ho might the bet- 
ter be able to understand what a nefarious career it 
had been, he demanded a glimpse of the profits that 
had accrued from it. They included a bag of dollars, 
a good selection of gold leaf, a quantity of English 
money, and a small bag of precious stones. All of 
these things had been prepared at considerable cost 
for his insi)ection. 

‘ His old eyes twinkled greedily as they foil upon 
this goodly store^ and liis enthusiasm rose as each 
successive bag was opened. When at last the con- 
tents of the bag of stones were spread out before him 
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he forgot his priestly sanctity altogether in his de- 
light and stooped to examine them. As he did so 
Chung- Ycin sprang forward, and threw a noose over 


iieau, a cnio- 
roformed sponge 


was clapped 


against his nose, 


while the spuri- 


ous cousin pulled i 


his heels from 


under him and 




aiiai.sihtitic did iU work well.' 


threw him on his back upon the floor. 

^ Tlie anaesthetic did its work well, and in a short 
time the old gentleman was in our power. HiJf an 
hour later he was safely tied up in a chair, and was 
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being deported as fast as his bearers could conduct 
him to Ohi-Kau-Ho. 

the meantime Ohung-Yein had returned to 
the inn, where he paid off the retinue and informed 
them that their master had received a sudden sum- 
mons and had started up the canal for Tientsin alone. 
Then Eastover and myself mounted our ponies and 
followed the worthy priest to the sea. 

‘^'Ohi-Kau-Ho, which, as you know, is a place of 
abject poverty, and is only visited by junks bringing 
millet from Tientsin to exchange for fish, was the 
very place for our purpose. Fortunately it was high 
tide, and for that reason we were able to get our 
burden on board the junk without very much diffi- 
culty. At other times it is impossible for a boat 
drawing any depth of water at all to come within 
seven miles of the village. The bar, as doubtless 
you are aware, renders this impossible. 

‘ As s3on as we had handed over the man to the 
skipper we returned to the shore. An hour later the 
vessel set sail, and by the time you receive this letter 
the Chief Priest of Hankow will in all probability be 
somewhere among the pirates of Along Bay. As his 
captors on board the junk have no respect for his 
creed, and he has no money upon his person to bribe 
them to set him ashore again, I think he will find it 
difficult to get back to the mainland. But to prevent 
anything of the sort occurring I have told the owner 
of the junk that if, on the 2l8t day of August, six 
months ahead, he conveys him to Michel Dugenije, 
who by that time will be in Formosa, he will receive 
£100 English in exchange for his person. 1 tldnk 
tliis will suit your purpose. • 

" ' As to our own movements, they were as follows : 

"'Leaving Chi-Kau-Ho we chartered a junk and pro- 
ceeded up the coast to Pea-Tang-Ho, thence making 
our way on pony back to Tientsin, at which place 
we arrived two days since. Chung-Yein I have re- 
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warded with 2,000 dollars, and he is now on his way, 
as fast as he can travel, to Uong'-Kong. Uo intends, 
I believe, to make for Singapore, where ho will reside 
till all chance of trouble has blown over. I have 
taken the precaution to register his address in t}ase 
we should require his services again. Should you 
desire to see either Mr. Eastover or myself, we will 
remain in Tientsin for a fortnight longer. After that 
Eastover purposes crossing to Japan, while I return 
to Hong-Kong, whore I can always be heard of at tho 
old address. 

“ ‘ Trusting that the manner in which we have 
conducted this dangerous affair will bo to your satis- 
faction. — I have the honour to subscribe myself, your 
obedient servant, 

"^William Pukndkrgast/ 

"Now,^^ said Nikola as he folded up this precious 
document, the coast is clear, and for thft future I 
intend to bo the Chief Priest of Hankow. During 
the time you have been ill I have been making a 
number of important inquiries, and I think I know 
pretty well the kind of course I shall have to steer. 
To-morrow morning I intend that we shall enter the 
Llamaserai, where it will be imperative that we have 
all our wits about us. A change in our dress will 
also be necessary, particularly in mine. The priest 
is an old man, and I must resemble him as nearly as 
possible." 

It will be a difficult character to support for so 
long. Do you think you are capable of it ? " 

He looked at me with one of his peculiar smiles. 

There was a time in my life," he said, wh^ 1 
used to be a little umcertain as to my powers ; since 
then I have taught myself to believe that if a man 
makes up his mind there is nothing in this world he 
cannot do. Yes, I shall manage it. You need have 
no fear on that score." 
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'' I have no fear/^ I answered truthfully. I have 
the most implicit faith in you.’' 

** I am glad to hear it," said Nikola, '' for you will 
want it all. Now let us retire to rest. At five 
o’clock wo must begin to dress; at six I have to see 
that Ndgchill starts ft)r Tientsin." 

Without more ado wo procuri'd blankets and 
stretched ourselves upon the floor. In less than five 
minutes I was asleep, dreaming that I was helping 
the priest of Hankow to abduct Nikola from the 
Llaniaserai, where ho had gone to deposit tho stick 
that Wetherell had given him. 

When I woke, it was to hoar horsc-hoofs clattering 
out of tho yard. It was broad daylight, and on look- 
ing about mo 1 discovered that Nikola was not in 
the room. Presently he entered. 

Edgehill has departed/’ he said, with a queer ex- 
pression upon his face. have just seen him off. 
bom chow 1 think it will be a long day before ho will 
attempt to play tricks with Dr. Nikola again.’’ 
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said Nikola wlion the hist sounds of 
Edgehiirs departure hud died a Way ; tiiej’e 
is no time to lose ; let us dress/^ 

1 followed him into an adjoininj^ room, which, 
though somewhat larger than that in which wo had 
hifcluu’to sat, Avas even more poorly fui’nisliecl. Here 
a number of dresses lay about on chaii*s, and from 
these Nikola chose two. 

Tho first thing to bo considcred,^^ ho said, as he 
seated himself on a chair and looked at mo, is that 
we have to change the form of our disguises in almost 
every parH(?iilar. I have b('on thinking tho mattf*r 
most carefully out, and, as f ssiid just now, wo are 
going to bo entirely dilY(*rent men. I shall be the 
Priest of Hankow, you will bo his secretary. Here 
are your things ; 1 should advise you to dress as 
quickly as you possibly can.” 

I took him at his Avord, and ajipropriating the gar- 
ments he assigned to nie, returned with tliein to the 
front room. At the end of a quarter of an hour I 
was no longer an Englishman. My dress was of the 
richest silk, figured and embroidered in every ^con- 
ceivable fashion, my shoulders were enclosed in a 
grey cloak of the finest texture, my pigtail was of ex- 
traordinary length and thickness, Avhile my sandals 
and hat were of the most fashionable make. If my 
rank had been estimated by the gorgeouaness of my 
attire and the value of the material, I might have 
been a Taotai of a small proAdnee, or secretary to 
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some metropolitan dignitary. When 1 bad dressed 
myself I sat down and waited for Nikola to make his 
appearance. 

A short while later a tall gaunt Chinaman^ certainly 
fifty years of age, upon the chin of whose weather- 
beaten countenance an ill-trimmed beard was begin- 
ing to show itself, came into the room, accompanied 
by a smaller man much bent with age. I was re- 
solved not to be lioodwinked this time, so I said in 
Chinese to the man who entered first, and wliom I 
estimated yas nearer NikoWs size : 

YouVe not been long in getting ready.” 

It would bo folly to be slow,” he answered ; 
^^we have much to do,” and then without another 
word led the way down the passage towards the 
rear of the house. Arriving at the yard we dis- 
covered. a perfect cavalcade drawn up. There were 
several led ponies, half a dozen mounted men, and 
about twice that number of hangers on. 

^‘One word,” I said, drawing Nikola, as I thought, 
on one side. ^^What part am I to play in this 
pageant ?” 

** Is there not some little mistake ? ” the man said. 
“ For whom do you take me ? ” 

'' For my master,” I answered. 

Then Fm afraid you have chosen the wrong man,” 
he returned, “ If you want Dr. Nikola, there he is 
mounting that pony yonder.” 

I could hardly believe my eyes. The second man 
resembled Nikola in no possible particular. He was 
old, thin, and nearly bent double. His faqg was 
wrinkled into a hundred lines, and his eyes were 
much sunken, bs also were his cheeks. If this were 
Nikola he might have gone through the whole length 
and breadth of China without any fear of his identify 
being for one moment questioned. I went across to 
him, and, scarcely believing wliat I had been told, 
addx'essed him as follows : 
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you are Nikola," I said — ^jand I can hardly 
credit it — I want you to give me my instructions." 

You don^t recognise me then ? " ho whispered, 
' I^m glad of that ; I wanted to try you. I thought 
to myself, if he does not find me out it is scarcely 
likely that any one else will. Your own disguise is 
most excellent; I congratulate you upon it. With 
regard to your position, you arc of course supposed 
to be my secretary. But I will give you a few 
pointers as we proceed. Now let us be start- 
ing." m 

But first, who is the man whom I mistook for 


you ? " 

He is a fellow for whom I sent to Tientsin while 
you were ill ; and as I have taken some trouble to 
ensure his fidelity you need have no fear of his be- 
traying us. He will only accompany us as far as the 
Llamaserai, and then, having posed as chief of my 
retinue, he will leave us and return to the coast. 
Now mount your animal and let us start." 

r went back to my pony, and when I was in the 
saddle we filed slowly out of the gateway, down the 
crowded street and through the gates towards the 
Yung-Ho-Kung, or the great Llama temple. This 
enormous building, which has the reputation of being 
one of the most inaccessible places in China to Euro- 
peans, is located on the outskirts of the city, nearly 
five miles from the quarter in which EdgehilFs house 
was situated. ' 

Remembering its sinister reputation, you may 
imagine my sensations as we rode up to the first 
great gate. I could not help wondering what the 
Fates had in store for us inside. Foi| all I knew to 
the contrary I might be destined never to see the^ 
world outside the walls again. It was not a cheering^ 
thought, and I tried to divert my attention from itf 
by looking about me. f 

Strangely enough the first two gates were by no 
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means hard to pass, but at the third the real diffi- 
culty began. 

Tt was shut in our faces, and though we knew our 
coming had been observed by those inside, not a sign 
of any living soul presented itself. An awe-inspiring 
silence reigned in the great building, and for some 
time our servants hammered upon the door in vain. 
Tlien a shaven head appeared at a small grille and 
inquired our business. 

Wliethc^r the answer he received was satisfactory or 
not I couldifnot say, but seeing that it did not unbar 
the gate, Nikola rode forward and, loaning overiji his 
saddle, said something in a low voice. The effect 
was magical : the doors flew open instantly. Then a 
man came forward and assisted Nikola to alight. He 
signed to me to do the same, and I accordingly dis- 
mounted and stood bosido him. As 1 did so a servant 
approached him and, greeting him with the utmost 
reverence, never daring to raise his eyes to his face, 
said something which I could not hear. When he 
had got through with it Nikola turned to me, and 
bade me pay off the men. I did so, and they imme- 
diately returned to the city by the way they had 
come. Then turning to the monk who was still wait- 
ing, Nikola said, pointing to me : 

‘^This is my secretary. He is necessary to my 
well-being, so I b(?g that he may be allowed to enter 
with me.” The monk nodded, and then the gate 
being opened wide we passed through it. Once in- 
»,side we ascended, by means of a long flight of stone 
steps, to a courtyard, round which were a number of 
small stone rooms not unlike cells. In the centre/' 
stood an enormous wooden statue of Buddha which 
riveted the attention at once : the figure was at least 
seventy fed) high, was covered with all sortis of beau-i 
tiful ornamentation, and held an enormous flower! 
resembling' a lotus in either hand. On its head wasi 
% gold crown, and in each section of the latter I could I* 
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discern a smaller image, reproducing the large one in 
every particular. 

Above the cells, just described, were a series of 
long galleries, which were reached by stairs from the 
courtyard, and above them again rose roof after roof 
and tower after tower. From this terrace, if one may 
so call it, we passed on to another, the approach to 
which was guarded by two magnificent bronze lions. 
Making our way through many temples, each decor- 
ated with Chinese hangings, to say nothing of orna- 
ments in gold, silver, ivory, bronze and omamel, we 
came at last to one where we were requested to wait 
while our guide, who was evidently a person in 
authority, went off in search of the High Priest. 

For nearly twenty minutes we remained alone to- 
gether. The place was egrio in the extreme. The 
wind, entering by the windows on either side, rustled 
the long silken hangings; there was an intolerable 
odour of joss-sticks ; and, as if tliis were not enough, 
we had the pleasure of knowing that we wore only 
impostors, dependent upon our wits for our lives. If 
but one suspicion entered the minds of those we were 
deceiving, we might consider ourselves as good as 
dead men. In such an enormous building, unvisited 
by foreigners, and owning hardly any allegiance — 
if indeed such a feeble reed could help us — to the 
Emperor of China, the news of our deaths would 
excite no concern, and we would bo as com- 
pletely lost as the bubble which rises majestically 
from a child's pipe, only to burst unnoticed in mid- 
air. 

As I watched the morning light playing among 
the hangings and listened to the booming of a gong 
which came to us from some distant part of the build- 
ing, I could not help thinking of the sweet girl to 
whom I had plighted my troth, and who at that very 
moment might also be thiffihg of me and wondering 
how I fared. That I did not deserve such considera- 
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tion ion her part was only too certain, for surely never 
in the history of the world had a man embarked upon 
a more foolish undertaking. Columbus in his lonely 
little ship ploughing its way across the unknown 
ocean in search of a continent, the existence of which 
at times he must almost have doubted himself, was 
not one whit less desperate than we were at that 
moment. Franklin amid the ice, unconscious whether 
another week might not find his vessel ground to 
powder between the ice floes, and himself floating in 
the icy water, was not one tittle iiearei: death than 
we were while we waited for'" an audience with the 
father abbot of this most awesome monastery. 

At the end of tlie twenty minutes my ears — which 
of late had been preternaturally sharp — detected the 
pattering of sandalled feet upon the stone staircase 
at the further end of the room. Next moment three 
figures appeared, two of whom were leading a third 
between them. The supporters were men in the 
prime of life. The third must have been at least 
eighty years of age. One glance was sufficient to 
show me that he was not a pure Mongol, but had 
probably Thibetan blood in his veins. Both he and 
his monks were attired in the usual coarse dress of 
the Buddhist priests, their heads being as destitute of 
hair as a billiard ball. 

Having brought the old fellow down to the bottom 
of the stairs, the young men left him there, and re- 
turned up the stops again. Then it was that we 
made the discovery that, besides being old and in- 
firm, thd High Priest of the Llamaserai was nearly 
blind. He stood perfectly still for a moment after 
he had erftered, a queer trembling figure, dressed in 
yellow. Finally, with hands outstretched, he 
came towards where we stood. 

" I beg you to tell me,” he said, " who you are, and 
how it comes about that you thus crave our hospi- 
tality?”- 
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He pnt the question in a high tremulous voice^ 
more like a ivoiuau’s than a msm’s. 

D.N, 
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''T am tlio IVicsfc of the tcMiiple of Hankow/^ said 
Nikola ji^ravoly. And I am liero for reasons that 
are best known to those who calk'd me/^ 

If it is as yon say, Iioav shall I know you ? 

Is the moon ho lon;»*er awai'o that there arc litfclo 
stars y asked Nikola, speakiuj^ with a perfection of 
accent that no Chinaman living could have cxcelh'd. 

Yea, hut the dawn makes all equal, r('])lit'd the • 
old man. But if you ho ho whom we liave expected 
these last three weeks, there are other nu'ans whereby 
you can assure ns of the truth of what yon say.^’ 

Nikola slipped his right hand inside liis long outer 
jacket and drenv from his ]K)cket the tiny stick he 
had obtained from Wc'thorell, and handed it to the 
old man. No sooner had ho received it, and run his 
fingers over the quaint Chinese characti-rs engraved 
upon it, than the old fellow's demeanour changed 
entirely. Dropjiing upon his knot's ho kissed the 
liom of Niktda/s dress. 

It is sufficient. I am satisfied that my lord is one 
of the Masters of Info and Death. If my lord will bo 
pleased to follow his servant, aecoinmodation shall 
bo found for him.” 

As he spoke he fumbh'd his way towards the stair- 
case by which he had t*ntered the room. Nikola 
signed to me to follow, and in single file wt' made onr 
way to the room above. As wo went I could not help 
noticing the solidity of the building. The place might 
have Avithstood a sit'ge with the greati'st ('ase for the 
walls were, in many cases tAvo feet, and in not a feAv 
nearly tliree feet thick. 

The stairs conducted us to a long passage, on either 
side of Avhich were small rooms or cubicles. Leaving 
these behind us, we approaclujd another flight of 
steps which led to the highest floor of the building. 
At the end of a long corridor Avas a small ante- 
chamber hung round with dark coloured silks, just 
as*we had seen in the great hall beloAv. From this 
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we entered another nearly twice -the size, which was 
lighted with throe narrow windows. From one of 
these, I afterwards discovered, a good view of tlic 
city of Pekin was obtainable. 

As soon as we were safely inside, the High 
Priest assured us, in a quavering voice, that every- 
thing we might find in his humble dwelling was at 
our disposal, and that we might consider his rooms 
our home during our stay in the monastery. Then, 
with another expression of his deep rc'spect, he left 
us, presumably to see that some sort of meal was pre- 
pared for us. As soon as the sound of his steps had 
died away Nikolai leaped to his feet. 

" So far so good,” he cried. ilo does not suspect 
us you see. We have played our parts to perfection. 
To-uiorrow, if I can only get Jiiin into the proper 
frame of mind, I’ll have tho rest of the information 
I want out of him before he can turn round.” 

For the rest of that day we amused ourselves per- 
ambulating the building, walking slowly with dejected 
bearings whenever we met any of tho monks, greeting 
the various shrines with deepest reverences, prostrat- 
ing ourselves at the altars, and in everyway, so far as 
lay in our power, creating the impression that, in the 
practices of our faith, we were without our equals. 
At five o’clock wo participated in tho usual oveming 
service held in the great hall, and for the first time 
saw tho monks assembled together. A more disre- 
putable crew, I can unhesitatingly assort, I had' 
never seen before. They wore of all ages and of all 
ranks, but, so far as I could tell, there was not a 
lace amongst them that did not suggest the fact 
that its owner was steeped to the eyebrows in sen- 
suality and crime. Taken altogether, I very much 
doubt if, for general blackguardism, their equal could 
have been found in the length and breadth of Asia. 
Also I could not help speculating as to what sort of a 
chance we should stand if our secret should happen to 
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be discovered, and we were compelled to run the 
gauntlet of the inmates. I^he service was not a long 
one, and in something under half an hour wo were 
back in our rooms again. Then Nikola was sum- 
mon od to an interview with the High Priest, and, 
while he was away, I wandered downstairs and 
strolled about the courtyards. 

It was the time of the evening meal, and those 
monks who had already dined, were lolling about 
smoking, and gossiping over the affairs of the day. 
What they thought of rny presence there I could not 
tell, but from one or two remarks I heard it struck 
mo that I was not regarded with any too much 
favour. 

At the end of one of the courtyards, that in fact 
in which wo hud noticed the largo statue of Buddha, 
there was a well, and round the copj^were seated 
quite a dozen men. Their quaintly coloured gar- 
ments, tludr shaven heads and their curiously con- 
structed pipes, backed by the rosy glow of the sunset, 
constituted a most picturesque and effective group. I 
crossed towards them, and bowing to the party, seated 
myself m a place which had just been vacated. 

Onesof those present was an accomplished story- 
tcllery and was in the middle of a lengthy narrative 
brisking with gods, devils, virtuous men, and reverend 
ancestors, when I sat down to listen. After he had 
finislted I applauded vigorously, and being desirous 
of ingratiating myself with the company, called for 
silen™ and commenced a tale myself. Fortunately it 
wasj|eceived with considerable favour, but I could 
not Iplp noticing that my success was not verj^ palat- 
able|o the previous narrator. He had been watching 
me dver since I joined the circle, and it struck me 
as I proceeded with my story that his interest in- 
creased. ^ Then, like a flash, the knowledge dawned 
upon. m0 that I had seen him before. As I remem- 
bered't&e ciroumstande a cold sweat of fear burst out 
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upon me, my voice shook under my emotion, and in 
trying to think what I had better do, I lost the thread 
of my narrative. I saw my listeners look up in sur- 
prise, and an expression of malignant satisfaction 
came into my rivals face: Instantly I pulled myself 
together and tried to continue as if nothing out of 
the common had occurred. But it was too late ; I 
had aroused suspicion, and for some reason or another 
the men had come to tho conclusion that all was not 
right. How bitterly I regretted having joined the 
circle at all I need not say ! Jgut jt was no use cry- 
ing over spilt milk, so after awhile I made an excuse 
and left them to their own devices, returning to the 
rooms set apart for the use of Dr. Nikola and myself. 
Fortunately ho was alone. ■ Not knowing, how.evor, 
who might be about, I did not address him at once, 
but sat down near tho door and waited for him to 
speak. He very soon did so. 

I have been wanting you,^^ he said rather sharply. 
“ What have you been doing this hour past ? ” 

“Wandering about the building,^' I answered, 
“ and at the same time discovering something which 
is the very reverse of pleasant.^^ 

“ Wl}at do you mcan,^^ ho asked, his eyes — for he 
had removed his spectacles — glittering like those of a 
snake. 

“1 mean that there is a man in this monastery 
whom I have met before,^' I said, “ and under very 
unpleasant circumstances.^’ 

“ Do you think he recognises you ? ” 

“ I hope not,” I answered ; “ but I fear he does.” 

“ Where did you meet him, fa-nd why do you say 
' unpleasant ’ ? ” 

“ It was in Canton,” I answered, “ and this fellow 
tried to break into my house. ' But I caught hinr in 
time, and in the fight that followed he stabbed me in 
the wrist. I carry the mark to this day. Look at it 
for yourself. He would have been executed for it 
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had not the magistrate before wliom he was brought 
possessed a personal grudge against mo and allowed 
him to escape/’ 

Lot me look at the mark,” said Nikola. 

I gave him my left hand, pulling up my sleeve as I 
did so, that he might have a better view of it. Half 
way across, a little above the wrist bone, was a long 
white scar. Nikola gazed at it attentively. 

^^This is serious,” he said. ‘^You will have to be 
very careful, or that man will carry his nows to the 
High Priest, and then wo shall be nicely caught. 
For the future make it your habit to walk with your 
hands folded beneath your sleeves, and take care who 
you let come up beside you.” 

“I will remember,” 1 answered, and as I spoke tbe 
great gongs, calling the monks to the last service of 
the day, boomed out from the courtyard below. Be- 
ing determined not to show ourselves lacking in reli- 
gious zeal we descended to the largo hall, which we 
found already filled with worshippers. Nikola, by 
virtue of his sanctity, took up his place in a promi- 
nent position, hard by where sat the High Priest him- 
self. I was near the western wall, surrounded by a 
set of the most loathsome and blackguardly ruffians 
it would bo possible to imagine. At first I took 
but little notice of them, but when a new monk came 
up and pushed his way in alongside mo my suspicions 
were aroused. It was not long before they were con- 
firmed ; the man next to me was the fellow who had 
looked at me in such a curious fashion when we were 
seated round the well, and about whom I had spoken 
to Nikola only a few minutes before. But even if he 
recognised me he did not allow a sign to escape him 
to show that ho did. Throughout the service he occu- 
pied himself completely with his devotions, turned 
his face neither to the right hand nor to the left, and 
it was not until we were about to rise from our knees 
that he came out in his true colours. Then, just as I 
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was half uii to niy foot, lie siiuribled against nu* with 
such violciico that I foil back again and rollcMl over 
on to the llooi*. Then like lightning ho sprang for- 
ward, seized nio by ilio arm, and tearing liack iny 
sleevcj looked at the scar upon my wrist. As lie did 
so he allowed a little cry of triiimph to escape him. 
For a moment I lay where I had fallen, too confused 
and horror-stricken at what liad happeinal to say or 
do anything, and yet I knew that unless I acted 
proin])tly we W'(*re ruined indeed. 

jiy this tilin' the lia.ll was more than half empty. I 
could see Nikola standing at the further end talking 
C'arnestly to the High Priest, 'fo interrupt him would 
be akin to sacrilege ; so after I had risen, and wlien 
the man Jiad left nii* and liurri('d out after tlie otlu'rs, 
I stood at a little distance ami waited for him to 
notice me. As soon as lie looked my way I placed’ 
three lingers of niy right hand upon my forehead, a 
sign we hiid agreed to use whenever danger thivat- 
eiied us and it was lu'cessary io act quickly. Ho saw 
my meaning, and a moment hiUn*, making soiikj ex- 
cuse, bade the Iligli Priest good-night, ami signing 
to mo to follow him, retir(*d to liis dormitory. 

As soon as we laid reaeh(*d it ho turned sharply 
upon iiK', his (*yes, in liis excitement, blazing in his 
head like live coals. 

“ What further news have you to tell mo ? ho 
asked. 

Only that I am discovered,” I answered. While 
we were at prayt'rs downstairs the ifian whom I sus- 
pected tliis evening, pushed himself in next to me. I 
took the precaution to keep my hands covered with 
my sleeves lest he should see the scar he had inflicted. 
I could not move away from him for obvious rea- 
sons, and when the service was over I flattered my- 
self that I had outwitted him. But ho was as sharp 
as 1, and just as I was rising from my knees lie 
lurched against mo and pushed me down upon the 
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floor. Naturally 1 put out my hands to save mysolf, 
and as I did so he seized upon my wrist.'* 

For some minutes Nikola did not speak. He walked 
np and down the room like a caged tiger. 

This will put us in a nasty fix/' he said at last.; 
“ and one mistake at this juncture will ruin every- 
thing. He will of course go direct to the High 
Priest in order to reveal his discovery, tlien tliat 
worthy will come to me,, and 1 shall be compelled to 
produce you. You will be found to be an English- 
man, disguised, and as soon as that is discovered we*ll 
see the gleaming of the knives. This has come at a 
most unfortunate time, for by to-morrow morning, if 
all had gone well, I should have got the information 
1 wanted, have been told the word that would admit 
us to the monastery in the mountains, and we could 
have left this place in safety. However, there is no 
time to waste talking of what might have been. I 
must work out 'some scheme that will save us, and at 
once. You had better go into the inner apartment 
.and leave me alone.” 

As he spoke I detected the sound of footsteps on 
the stairs. I ran into the inner room and drew the 
heavy curtain across the door. A moment later the 
High Priest, accompanied by two or three of the 
principal monks and the man who had discovered me, 
entered the room. Looking through a hole in the 
curtain I saw that Nikola had dropped upon his knees 
and was occupied with his devotions. On observing 
. this the High Priest and his satellites came to a dead 
stop. Nikola was in no hurry, but kept them waiting 
,for at least ten minutes. Then he rose and turned 
.towards them. 

What does this mean ? " he asked sternly ; " and 
how is it that this rabble intrudes upon my privacy j? 
Begone all of you ! ” 

He waved his arni and the men departed, but none 
too pleasantly. 
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" Now, my father,” he said to the Hif^h Priest, who 
had watched these proceedings with no small amount 
of surprise, what is it that you require of mo ? ” 

Nay, my lord,” said the man he addressed, be 
not angry with thy servants. There is without doubt 
' some mistake, which will soon be made clear. I have 
come to thee because it has been asserted by a young 
priest that he, whom you call your secretary, is not a 
Chinaman at all, but a certain barbarian Englishman, 
called by the hcjathon name of ^ Bruce.’ I cannot be- 
lieve that this is so. How long has my » lord known 
the man ? ” 

It is unseemly that I should bo questioned in this 
fashion,” began Nikola angrily. ^^If tlie man were 
what thou sayest, what matter is it to thee or to any 
one ? Yet, lest it breed mischief, I will answer. 
What thy servant says is false. The man is as true a 
countryman of thine as the Emperor himself. There 
is malice in this accusation, and it "shall be sifted 
to the dregs. Let us decide the matter in this 
way. If it should bo as thou sayest, then to-morrow 
morning I will have the dog out, and he shall 
answer for his duplicity with his barbarian life. If 
not, then I will tear the tongue of that lying knave, 
thy priest, out of his mouth. To-night I have to 
offer many prayers, and I am weary, so let it be 
decided between us in the great hall to-morrow 
morning.” 

It shall be as you say,” said the old man. " Do 
not let there be hard words between us, my lord. 
Have no fear ; if the man be all thou sayest my ser- 
vant shall surely pay the penalty.” 

Having said this he bowed himfself before Nikola, 
and then departed from the room. As soon as the 
sound of his footsteps had ceased upon the stone stairs 
Nikola came in to me. 

They have gone,” he said. "’And now wo have 
got to find a way out of this difficulty.” 
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Ifc would scorn impossible/' 1 answered dcmbt- 
fully. 

Nothing is impossible/' Nikola answered. " ] 
hate the word. We've got at least six hours before 
us in which to do something, and if we want to save 
our lives wo had bettor look sharp and decide what 
that something is to bo." 
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T here are two points which wo must hold in 
constant roinombrance/^ said Nik6la. 'J’he 
first is that you are not a Chinaman, and the 
other is that if you go before the High Priest to- 
morrow morning and pose as one, he’ll certainly find 
you out, and then we shall bo ruined completely. 
If you I’un aAvay 1 had better run too, for all the good 
I can get by stopping, but that I am resolved not to 
do. It has cost me many years’ labour, to say nothing 
of some thousands of British sovereigns, to get as far 
as I have in this business, and come what tnay I am 
determined not to turn back.” 

“ But in what w^ay are we to get out of the diffi- 
culty ? ” I asked dejectedly. If I can’t come before 
tliem and brazen the matter out, and I can’t remain 
away for f(‘ar of confirming what they already sus- 
pect, and I can’t leave the monastery without draw- 
ing down suspicion on you, I must confess I don’t 
see what is to be done. . I suppose we couldn’t bribe 
the man to witlidraw his charge ? ” 

Not to bo thought of,” said Nikola with convic- 
tion. ^^Our lives would then be simply dependent on 
his reading of the term * good faith.’ You ought to 
know what sort of trust we could place in that.” 

“Could we force him to clear out, and thus let 
it be supposed that he had brought a false accusa- 
tion against me, and was afraid to stay and face the 
consequences ? ” 

“ That is not possible either,” said Nikola. “ He 
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would want to bargain with us, and, to be revenged 
on us, would turn traitor when wo refused his de- 
mand, In that case it would be ^ pull devil , pull 
and the one who could pull theTlongestTOuld 
gain the day. No, you had better leave the situa- 
tion to me, ’ Let me tackle it, and see what is to be 
dono.^^ 

I did as he wished, and for nearly half an hour 
could hear him pacing up and down his room. 
I did not intrude upon him or interrupt him in any 
way. At the end of the time stated he abandoned 
his sentry-go and canio in to me, 

I think I see my way,^^ he said. But when 
all is said and done it is almost as desperate as either 
of the other remedies we thought of. You will have 
to carry it out, and if you fail — well. Heaven have 
mercy upon both of us. You have saved -my life 
before, I am going to trust it to you now; but re- 
member this, if yon do not carry out my plan exactly 
as I wish, you will never see mo alive again. Give 
me your best attention, and endeavour to recollect 
everything I tell you. It is now close on midnight ; 
the gong for early service will sound at half-past 
five, but it will be daylight an hour before that. By 
jioi)k, Qr by c rook I must get you out of this place 
within a quarts of an hour, and, even if you have 
to steal a horse to do it, you must be in Pekin before 
half-past one. Once there you will find the house 
of Ypo Laoyeh, who lives at the rear of Legation 
Street, near the chief gate of the Tartar city.” 

But how am I going to get into the city at all ? ” 
I asked, amazed that he should have forgotten what 
struck me as a most hopeless barrier — the wall. 
‘^The gates are closed at sundown and are not 
opened again till sunrise.” 

"You’ll have to climb the wall,” he answered. 

"But, as you know very well, that’s altogether 
impossible,” I said. 
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^‘Not a bit of it/' he replied. will toll you of 
a placo where it is quite practicable. Do you re- 
raeniber tho spot where you proposed to Miss 
Modwin?" 

'' 1 Perfectly/' I answered with a smile. ^'But how 
do you know it ? " 

My dear fellow, I was within a hundred yards of 
you the whole time. No, yqu need not look at ino 
like that. I was not spying upon you. After tlie 
fashion of the great Napoleon, 1 like to be prepared 
for every emergency, and, thinking I miglit some day 
want to get into tho city when tho gates wore shut, 
I utilized somo spare time by taking a look at the 
wall. You SCO how useful that chance visit has 
proved. Well, two bastions from where you were 
seated that day the stones are larger and more uu^ 
even than anywhere else along tho whole of that side 
of the city. To my certain knowledge throe men 
have been in the habit of climbing that portion of 
the ramparts for tho last three years, between mid- 
night and sunrise, smuggling in goods to the city in 
order to avoid paying the octroi duty, which, as you 
know, is levied during daylight; When you have 
got over you will find a sentry posted on tho other 
side ; to him ygu will pay three taels, telling him at 
the same time that you intend returning in an hour, 
and that you will pay him the same amount for the 
privilege of getting out. Having passed the sentry 
you will proceed into the town, find Yoo Laoyeh, and 
let him know the fix we are in. You may promise 
him the sum of £100 cash if ho falls in with your 
suggestions, and yon must bring him back with 
you, willy pilly ^ as fast as you can travel, I will 
meet you at the southern gate. Knock four times, 
and as you knock, cough. That shall be the signal, 
and as soon as 1 hear it I will open the gate. All 
that must be guarded against inside shall be my care. 
Everything outside must be yours. Now let us come 
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along, and discover by wbat means I can get you 
out/' 

Together we left the room, descended the stairs, 
and, crossing tlie ante - chain be r, entered tlio big 
hall. The wind which, as I have already said, came 
in through the narrow windows on eitlier side rustled 
the long hangings till the place seemed peopled 
with a thousand silk-clad ghosts. Nikola crossed it 
swiftly and left by the southern door. 1 followed 
close at his heels, and together wo passed unobserved 
through the great courtyard, keeping well in the 
shadow of the building until wo reached the first 
gate. Fortunately for ns this also was unguarded, 
but wo could hear the monk, who was supposed to bo 
watching it, placidly snoring in the room besido it. 
Slipping the enormous bar aside we opened it quietly, 
passed through, and, crossing an open strip of green, 
made for the outer wall. Just, however, as wo were 
about to turn the corner tliat separated us from it, a 
sudden sound of voices caused us to hesitate. 

This way," whispered Nikola, seizing my wrist 
and dragging me to the left. I can find you 
another exit. I noticed, yesterday, a big tree grow- 
ing by the side of the wall." 

Leaving the centre gate wo turned to our left 
hand, as I have said, and followed the wall we 
desired to surmount until we arrived at a large tree 
wliosG higher branches more than overspread it. 

This is the very place for our purpose," said 
Nikola, coming to a halt. Yqu will have to climb 
the tree and crawl along the branchej|until you get 
on to the wall, then you must let yourself down on 
the other side and bo off to the city as hard as yon 
can go. Good-bye, and may good luck go with you ! ” 

I shook him by the hand and sprang into the 
branches. Hitherto it had seemed as if I had been 
acting all this in a wonderfully vivid dream. Now, 
however, the rough bark of tho tree roused me to the 
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reality of my position, I climbed- until I camo to tlic 
level of tlio wall, then, choosing a thick branch, mado 
my way along it until I stood upon the solid masonry. 
Once there, only a drop of about twelves feet remained | 
between mo and freedom. Bidding Nikola, who was 
watching mo, good-bye, in a whisper, 1 leant over the 
wall as far as I was able, grasped the coping with 
both hands, and then let myself drop. 

Once oil the ground I ran across the open space 
towards a cluster of small dwellings. In an enclosure 
adjoining one of them I could dimly make out a 
number of ponies running loose, and knowing that 
if I could only secure one of these and find n saddle 
and bridle in the residence of its owner, I might be 
in Pekin in under an hour, I resolved to make the 
attempt. 

Creeping up to the neiirest of the houses, I ap- 
proached the door. Inside I could liear the sterto- 
rou§ breathing of the occupants. A joss-stick burnt 
before an image near at hand, and though it wiis 
well-nigh exhausted by the time X secured it, it still 
gave me sufficient light to look about me. A moment 
later I had a saddle and bridle down from a peg and 
was out among the ponies again. 

Securing the most likely animal I saddled him, and 
as soon as I had done so, mounted and set off towards 
Pekin as fast as he could take me. The i^^ight was 
dark, but the track was plain ; the little beast was 
more than willing, and ap I did not spare him, some- 
thing less than three-quarters of an hour, counting 
from the time I had l^idden Nikola good-bye, found mo 
dismounting under the great wall of the city. 

Having found a convenient spot, I tied up my pony, 
and when he was made secure set to work and hunted 
along the wall until I came to the scaling place of 
which Nikola had told me. 

As I reached it a light wind blew from over the 
plain, .and sent the dust eddying about me, otherwise 
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not a sound disturbed the stillness of the night. 
Then, having made sure that I was unobserved, and 
that I had chosen the right spot, 1 began to climb. 
It was no easy task. The stones were large and 
uneven. Sometimes I got a good hold, but in many 
cases 1 had veritably to cling by my nails. I’hfl 
strain was almost too much for my strength^ and 
when 1 had been climbing For five minutes, and thera 
still remained as much of the wall ahead, 1 began to 
despair ol* ever getting to the topi Jlut 1 was not 
to be beaten; and remembering liow^ nuudi depended 
upon my getting into the city, 1 dragged myself 
wearily on, and at last crawled on to the summit. 
When I reached it 1 could see the city spread out 
on the other side. A little to the left of where I 
stood was the place, to be for even* sacred in my 
eyes, where I had proposed to, and been accepted by, 
my sweetheart, wliile away to tlio right was that 
quarter of the town where at that moment slie was 
in all probability asleep, and, 1 hoped, dreaming of 
mo. As soon as I recovered my breath I crossed the 
wall and descended by tlio steps on the other side. 

I had scarcely reached the bottom before a man 
rose from a dark corner and confronted me. In the 
half light 1 could see that he was a Chinese soldier 
armed with a long spear. Telling him in a whisper, 
in .answer to his inquiry, that I was a frioiid, I pres- 
sed the money that Nikola had given me for that 
purpose into his not unwilling hand, and as soon as 
he drew back, astonished at my munificence, sped 
past him and darted down the nearest street. 

From the place where I had passed the sentry to 
the thoroughfare where Yoo Laoyeh resided was a 
distance of about half a mile, and to reach it quick- 
ly it was necessary that I should pass the Bentleets’ 
abode. You may imagine what thoughts occupied 
my brain as I stood in the silent street and regarded 
it. 'lyTuder that roof was sleeping the one woman 
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wlio was all the world for me. I^would have given 
anything 1 possessed for five minutes’ conversation 
with her ; but as that was impossible I turned on 
my heel and made my way tlirough a by-lane into 
the street I had been sent to find. The house was 
not a big one, and at first glance did not strike me 
very favourably. But the stylo of building did not 
matter if I found there the man I wanted. I knocked 
upon the door — which I discovered was heavily barred 
— ^but for some minutes got -no response ; then, just 
as I was beginning to wonder in what way I could 
best manage to attract the attention of those inside, 
I heard a patter of bare feet on the stone passage, 
and after mucli fumbling the door was opened and 
a man appeared before me. One glance told mo that 
ho was not the person I wanted. I inquired if Yoo 
Laoyeh were at home, but from the answer I received 
I gathered that ho had gone out earlier in the even- 
ing, and that ho was probably at a neighbouring 
house playing fantan* 

Having askecT^the man if he would take mo to him, 
and at the same time offering liim a considerable 
bribe to do so, I was immediately conducted into the 
street again, down one by-lane, up another, and 
finally brought to a standstill before one of the lar- 
gest houses in that quarter. My guide was evidently 
well known, for when the door was opened the 
keeper did not attempt to bar our passage, but per- 
mitted us to pass through to a fair-sized room at the 
back. Here quite thirty Chinamen -were busily en- 
gaged upon their favourite pastime, but though we 
scanned the rows of faces, the man for whom we were 
searching was not among the number. As soon as 
we were convinced of this fact we left that room and 
proceeded to another, where the same game was also 
being carried on. Once more, however, we were 
doomed to disappointment ; Laoyeh was not there 
either. * 
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Buing anxious to obtain some news of him my guide 
interrogated ono of tlio players, wlio remembered 
having seen our man about an hour berore. Ho 
imagined he had then gone into tlie room we hnd first 
visited. We returned tJiere and made fiirtJier in- 
quiries, only to elicit tlie fact that ho had been seen 
to leave the house about half an hour before our ar- 
rival. 

“ Have no fear. I will find him for you,” said my 
companion, and we thereupon proctH'ded down the 
passage, past the doorkeeper, into the street again. 
Once more we took up the cliaso, trying first ono 
house and then another, to bring up eventually in an 
opium den a little behind the English Legation. The 
outer room, or that nearest the street, was tilled with 
customers, but our man was not among them, 'riie 
inner room was not quite so crowded, and here, after 
all our searching, we discovered the man we wfintcd. 
But there was this drawback, he had smoked his 
usual number of pipes and was now fast asleep. 

By this time it was hard upon two o’clock, and at 
most I dared not remain in the city more than another 
hour. At the same time it would bo a most foolish, 
if not dangerous, proceeding to attempt to travel with 
rny man in his present condition. If lie did nothing 
else he would probably fall over the wall and break 
his neck, and then I should cither have to leave him 
behind or remain to answer inconvenient questions ; 
but whatever happened I knew I must carry him out 
of this house as (juickly as possible to some place 
where I could endeavour to bring him back to his 
senses. I said as much to the man who had found 
him for me, and then betw'^eem us we got him on to 
his feet, and taking him by eitluT arm led him off to 
his home. By the time wo got him there he had 
in a small measure recovered from the effects of his 
smoke. Then we set to work, using every means 
known to our experience to bring him round, and by 
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half-past two had so far succeeded fis to warrant mo 
in thinking I might set ofB on my return journey. 

But what does your Excellency require of mo ? 
asked Laoyeh, who was still a bit mystified, though 
fortunately not so far gone as to be unable to recog- 
nise ino. • 

You are to come with me,” I answered, taking 
good caro before I spoke that the other man was well 
out of hearing, “to the Llamasorai, wlnn-e Nikola 
wants you. 1'here is a hundred pounds English to be 
earned : how, I will t(*ll you as W’e go.” 

As soon as he hoard Nikola’s name and the amount 
of tlio reward, ho iseemed to become himself again. 
We accordingly left the house and sot off together for 
that part of tlie wall where I had made my descent 
into the city. The same soldier was still on guard, 
and wlum 1 had placed the money, I had promised 
him, in his hand lie immediat(»ly allowed us to pass. 
Within twenty minutes of leaving Yoo’s house we 
wore ready to descend the otiicr sid(j of tlw? wall. 

If I had found it difficult to ascond, I discovered 
that it was doubly difficult to descend. The night 
was now very dark, and it was well-nigli^ impossible 
to see what wo were doing. The cracks and cran- 
nies which wore to sc'rve as resting-places for our feet 
seemed almost impossible to find, and right glad I 
was when the business was accomplished and we 
stood together on terra firma at the bottom, . 

So far my visit to the city had proved eminently 
successful. But time was sli])ping by, and there was 
still the long distance out to the Serai to be overcome. 
I went over to where the pony stood hitched to the 
tree, exactly as I had left him, and placed my com- 
panion upon his back. He was almost, if not quite, 
himself now, so urging the little animal into a canter 
we set off, he riding and I running beside him. 
In this fasliion, running and walking, wo came to the 
southern gate of the great monastery. I had carried 
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out my share of the business, and wlien once I should 
have got Laoyeli iiiside, the direction of the remainder 
would lie with Nikola. 

Having turned the pony loose, his bridle and 
saddle upon his back, I approached and knocked 
upon the door, coughing softly as I did so. Then 
little by little it opened, and we found Nikola stand- 
ing upon the threshold. 1I(» beckoned to us to ent(‘r, 
and witliout losing a moment we did as we Avere 
ordered. Daylight was close at hand, and the un- 
mistakoablo chill of dawn was in the air. It was very 
CQirtaiin that I had returned none too soon. 

Having passed through the gate, and fastened it 
behind us, wo made for the second archway on our 
left. The sentry box — if one might call it by that 
name — Avas still deserted, and the guard was snoring 
as placidly in his little room at the side as when we 
had crept through nearly four hours before. This 
courtyard, like its predecessor, was empty; but to 
show the narrowness of our escape, I may say that 
as we crossed it avc* could distinctly hear the jabber- 
ing of priests in tlio dormitories on either hand. 

At last we reached the door of the big hall. Open- 
ing it carefully wo sped across the floor and then up 
the stairs to our oAvn apartments. Once inside, the 
door was quickly shut, and we were safe. Then 
Nikola turned to me, and said : — 

Bruce, you have saved me a second time', and I 
can only say, as I said bt'fore, you Avill not find me 
ungrateful. But there is no time to lose. Yoo Lao- 
yoh, come in here.^' 

We passed into the inner room, and theh Nikola 
opened a small box he had brought with his other 
impedimenta, l^hen bidding the man seat himself 
upon tlio floor, he set to work wdth wonderful dex- 
terity to cljange his appearance. The operation 
lasted about a quarter of an hour, and when it was 
comj)le ted Nikola turned to me. 
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“ Clifiiige clotlios with him, Bruce, as quickly as 
you can/' 

When this was done I could liardly believe my own 
eyes, tlie likeness was so wonderful. There, standing| 
before me, was an exact reproduction of myself. In 
height, build, dross, and even in feature, the resemb- 
lance was most striking. But Nikola was not satis- 
fied. 

“ You must be changed too,” he said. “ We must 
do the thing thoroughly, or not at all. Sit down.” 

I did so, and he once more set to work. By the 
time 1 left his hands I was as unlike my real self as a 
man could well be. No one could have recognised 
me, and in that case it was most unlikely that our 
secret would be discovered. 

On the way from Pekin I had clearly explained to 
Laoyeh the part he would be called upon to play. 
Now Nikola gave the final touches to his education, 
and then all was completed. 

' But, look hero,” I cried, as a thought struck me; 
^'we have forgotten one thing — the scar upon my 
arm.” 

had omitted that,” said Nikola. "And it is 
just those little bits of forgetfulness that haug peo- 
ple.” 

Then taking a long strip of native cloth from a 
chair he constructed a sling, which ho placed round 
my neck. My left arm was placed in rough splints, 
which he procured from hitf invaluable medicine chest, 
and after it had been bandaged I felt I might also' 
defy detection, as far as my wrist was concerned. 

Half an hour later the groat gong sounded for 
morning worship, and in a few moments we knew 
that the courtyards and halls would be filled with 
men. Acting undor Nikola's instructions I descended 
to the hall alone, and choosing my opportunity slipped 
in and mingled with the throng. I was not the only 
cripple, for there were half a dozen others with their 
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arms in slings. Nor was the fact that I wiis a 
stranger likely to attract any, undue attentioft, inas- 
much as there were mendicants and people of all 
sorts and descriptions passing into the Serai directly 
the gates were opened at daylight. 

I Jiad not been in the hall very long b(?fore I saw 
Nikola hobble in on his stick and take his place be- 
side the High Priest. Then the service coniinenced. 
When it was at an end it was evident that some- 
thing unusual was going to take place, for the monks 
and their guests remained wdiore they were, instead 
of leaving tho hall as usual. Tlien the High Priest 
mounted the small platform at the further end and 
seated himself in tho chair of justice. Nikola followed 
and took his place beside him, and presently two tall 
monks appeared bringing with them the man who l:ad 
brought the accusation against me on tho previous 
evening. Ho seemed pretty certain of being able to 
prove his case, and I could not help smiling asi I 
watched his confident air. First tho old High Priest, 
who it must be remembered was almost blind with 
age, addressed him. He said sometliing in reply, 
and then Nikola spoke. His voice w^as scarcely as 
loud as usual, yet every word rang across the hall. 

'' Liar and traitor ! he said. “ You have brought 
this charge against my faithful servant for some 
devilish reason of your own. But old as I am I will 
meet it, and evil be upon you if it be proved that 
what you say is false.” 

Ho then turned to a monk standing beside him and 
said something to him ; the man bowed, and leaving 
the platform disappeared in tlie direction of our 
staircase. Presently he returned with Laoyeh, whose 
head was bent, and whose hands wfere folded across 
his breast. He climbed the steps, and, when he had 
done so, accuser and accused confronted each other 
from either end of the platform. 

Then it was that I saw the cleverness gf NikdlaV 
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scheme. He had arranged that tlie trial should take 
place after the morning service for the reason that, 
at that time, the big hall would not be thoroughly; 
lighted. As it proved, it was still wrapped in morei 
than seini-darknoss, and by the promptness with' 
which he commenced business it was evident that he 
was resolved to dispose of the matter in hand before 
it woiild.be possible for any one to see too clearly. 

First the man who brought the accusation against 
me was ordered to repeat his tale. In reply he gave 
a detailed description of our meeting in* Canton and 
led up, with a few unimportant reservations, to the 
stab he had given mo upon the wrist. He then un- 
hesitatingly asserted the fact that I was a kueidzu, 
or foreign devil, and dared the man who was taking 
my place to disprove it. When he had finished, 
Nikola turned to the High Priest and said, — 

My father, thou hast heard all that this wicked 
man hath said. He accuses my servant yonder — he 
himself being a thief and a would-be murderer by his 
own confession — of being one of those barbarians 
whom we all hate and despise. I have found my 
man faithful and true in all his dealings, yet if he is 
a foreign devil, as this fellow asserts, then he shall 
be punished. On the other hand, if this rogue shall 
be proved to be in the wrong, and to have lied for 
the sake of gain, then it shall be my request to thee 
that I be allowed to deal with him according to the 
powers with which thou knowest I am invested, I 
have no fear ; judge therefore between us.^' 

When he had finished the old man rose and hobbled 
forward on his stick ; he looked steadfastly from one 
to the other of the two mdn, and then, addressing 
Laoyeh; said, — * 

" Come thou with me ; and took him into a small 
room leading out of the big hall. 

For nearly half an hour we sat in silence, wonder- 
ing what the upshot of it all would be. I watched 
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Nikola, who sat during the whole of the time with 
his chin resting on his hand, staring straight before 
him. 

At last our period of waiting was at an end. We 
heard the tapping of the High Priest’s stick upon the 
floor, and presently ho ascended tlie platform again. 
Laoyeh followed him. Reaching his chair the old 
man signed for silence, and as soon as he h^d ob- 
tained it, said, — 

have examined this man, and can swear that 
the charge this follow has brought against him is with- 
out truth in every particular. Let justice be done.’’ 

Then facing Nikola lie c'oiitinii(?d, — 

The rogue yonder waits for tliec to do with him 
as thou wilt.” 

Nikijla rose slowly from his chair and faced the 
unhappy man. 

Now, dog ! ” ho cried. " By the words of thine 
own High Priest I have to deal with thee. Is it for 
this that thou earnest into the world ? Thou hast 
dared to malign this iny servant, and thy superior has 
sworn to it. Draw nearer to me.” 

The man approached a few paces, and it was easily 
seen that ho was afraid. Then for nearly a minute 
Nikola gazed fixedly at him, and I cannot remember 
ever to have seen thoso terrible eyes look so fierce. 
If you can imagine a rabbit fascinated by a serpent 
you will ha.ve some notion of how the man faced 
his persecutor. Slowly, inch by inch, Nikola raised 
his right hand until it pointed to a spot on the wall 
a little above the other’s head. Then it began to 
descend again, and as it did so the follow’s head 
went down also until he stood almost in a stooping 
posture. 

^^You see,” said Nikola, "you are in my power. 
You cannot move unless I bid you do so.” 

" I cannot move,” echoed the man almost un- 
consciously. 
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*'Try how you will, you cannot stand upright/^ 
said Nikola. 

1 cannot stand upright/’ repeated the man in tlio 
same monotonous voice, and as ho spoke 1 saw large 
drops of perspiration fall from his face upon the floor. 
Y^ou may bo sure that every eye in that largo hall was 
rivotcMl upon them, and even the High Priest craned 
forward in his chair in order that he might not lose a 
word. 

Look into my face/’ said Nikola, and his words 
cut the air like a sharp knife. 

Tlio man liftc^d his eyes and did as he was ordered, 
but without raising his head. 

^‘Now leave this place,” said Nikola, '‘and until 
this time to-morrow you cannot stand u])right like 
your fellow-men. It is my command, and-you cannot* 
disobey. Let that help you to remember that for the 
fiif.uro my servants must be sacred. Go ! ” 

He pointed with his riglit hand to the doors at tlu* 
end of the hall, and, bent double, the man went down 
the §jishi between the rows of gaping monks out into 
tho courtyard and the streaming sunshine. The High 
Priest had risen to his feet, and calling up a monk 
who stood beside him, said, — 

" Follow him, and be certain that he leaves the 
Serai.” 

^ Then approaching Nikola he said, — 

'' My master, I see that, without a doubt, thou art 
he whom wo were told to expect. In what way can 
thy servant prove of service to thee ? ” 

" Grant me an interview and 1 will tell you,” said 
Nikola. 

"If my lord will follow me,” said the old man, "wc 
can talk in private.” Next moment they disappeared 
into the room where the High Priest had conducted 
the examination of Laoyeh. Thereupon the congre- 
gation dispersed. 

As soon as the hall was empty I seized my oppor- 
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tuiiity aud went upstairs to our own apartment. 
There 1 discovered Laoyeli. According to NikoWs 
instructions we changed clothes again, and when lie 
was himself once more, 1 gave him the peddler's dress 
which Nikola had prepared for this occasion, and 
also the reward which had been promised him. Then 
bidding him good-bye, 1 bade him get out of the 
monastery as quickly as he could. 

It was nearly an hour before Nikola joined me. 
When he did he c<juld hardly conceal his exultation. 

'' Uriice,” he said, almost forgetting his usual cau- 
tion in the excitement of the moment, “ I have dis- 
covered everything ! I have got the chart, and 1 
have learnt the password. I know where the monas- 
tery is, and at daybreak to-morrow morning ive’ll set 
out in search of it." 



CHAPTER XI 

EN ROUTE TO THIBET 

D aylight was scarcely bom in the sky next 
morning bot'ore Nikola roused me from my 
slumbers. 

''Wako iip/^ he said; ^^for in half an hour W0 
must be starting, I have already given orders for 
the ponies to be saddled, and as we have a long stago 
before us we must not keep them waiting.^^ 

Within a quarter of an hour of his calling me I 
was dressed and ready, A breakfast of i*ico was 
served to us by one of the monks, and when wo had 
eaten it wo descended to tho great hall. The High 
Priest was waiting there for us, and after a short 
conversation with Nikola ho led us down the steps 
into the courtyard, where, beneath the shadow of the 
great statue of Buddha, we took an impressive fare- 
well of him. 

Having thanked him for his hospitality, we made 
our way towards the outer gate, to find our ponies 
and servants standing ready to receive us. The gate 
was thrown open, and in single file we proceeded 
through it. Then it clanged to behind us, and when 
it had done so we had said good-bye to the Great 
Llamaserai. 

During the first day^s ride nothing occurred worth 
chronielmg. We reached a small village at mid-day, 
camped there, and after a brief rest, continued our 
fourney, arriving at the fortified town of Ho-Tang- 
Lo just as dusk was falling. Having been directed • 
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to the principal inn, we rode up to it, and enfjaged 
rooms for the night. Our first day^s stiige had been 
one of thirty-six miles, and we felt that we had well 
earned a rest. 

It was not until the evening meal was eaten, and 
Nikola and I had retired to our own private room, 
that I found an opportunity of asking what ho 
thought of the success wliich had attended our efforts 
ao far. 

" To toll you the truth,” ho said, I must confess 
that 1 am surj)rised that we have been as successful 
as we liave.” 

Well, that man’s recognising mo was unfortu- 
nate, I admit ; but still ” 

Oh, I don’t moan that at all,” said Nikola. “ I 
regard that as quite an outside chance. And after, 
all it proved a golden opportunity in the end. What 
does surprise, me, however, is that I should have 
been acccqitod so blindly for the Priest of Hankow.” 

That is certainly strange,” I answered. But 
there is one thing which astonishes mo even more : 
That is, how it comes about that, as the stick was 
being searched for by the Chinese in A.ustralia who 
knew of your intentions, it should fail to be evident 
to the society in China that you are tho man who stole 
it ? ” 

My dear fellow,” said Nikola, laying his hand 
upon my arm, ^^you don’t surely imagine that in such 
a business as tho pnvseiit, in which I have sunk, well, 
if nothing else, your £10,000, I should have left any- 
thing to chance. No, Bruce. Chance and Dr.* Nikola 
do not often act in concert. When I obtained that 
stick from Wethcrell I took care that the fact should 
not be known outside the circle of a few men whom 
I felt perfectly certain I could trust. As soon as it 
was in my possession I offered a lai-ge i*eward for it in 
Sydney, and I took caro that the new.s of this rew.ard 
should reach the ears of the Chinamen who were on 
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the look-out for it. Then, on the plea that I was 
still seai*chiiig. for it, I returned to China, with what 
result you know. Whnt does puzzle me, however, is 
the fact that the society has not yet found out that 
it has been deceivtMl. It must eventually come to 
this conclusion, and it can^t be very long before it 
does. Let us hope that by that time we shall be back 
in civilization once inore.^^ 

I knocked the ashes out of my pipe, and rolling 
over on my blankets, looked Nikola straight in the 
face. 

By the time you have got to the end of this busi- 
ness, I said, ^^your information, presuming all the 
time that you do get it, will have cost you close on 
£40,000— very possibly more ; you will have endan- 
gered your own life, to say nothing of mine, and have 
run the risk of torture and all other sorts of horrors. 
Do you think it is worth it 
** My dear Bruce, I would risk twice as much to 
attain my ends. If I did not think it worth it I 
should not have embarked upon it at all. V'ou little 
know the value of my quest. With the knowledge 1 
shall gain I shall revolutionize the whole science of 
medicine. T'licro will bo only one doctor in the 
world, and he will be Dr. Nikola ! Think of that. If 
I desinul fame, what greater reputation, could I have. 
If money, there is wealth untold in this scheme for 
me. If 1 wish to benefit rny fellow-man, how can I 
do it better than by unrav^elling the tangled skein of 
Life and Death ? It is also plain that you have not 
grasped ray character yet. I tell you this, if it be- 
came necessary for me, for a purpose I had in view, to 
find and kill a certain fly, I would follow that fly 
into the utmost parts of Asia, and spend all I pos- 
sessed in the world upon the chase ; but one thing is 
very certain, I would kill that fly. How much more 
then in a mnfter which is as important as life itself to 
me ? " 

I>.N. 
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As I looked at him I had to confess to nl 3 ^sclf that 
I had not the least doubt but that he would do all he 
said. 

There is a proverb,” continued Nikola, " to the 
effect that ^ Whatever is worth doing, is worth doing 
well.^ That has been my motto through life, and I 
hope I shall continue to live up to it. Jiiit time is 
getting on ; let us turn in ; we have a long day^s ride 
b(*foro us to-morrow.” 

We blow out the light and composed ourselves for 
the night, but it was hours before sleep visited my 
eyelids. Thoughts on almost every conceivable sub- 
ject passed in and out of my brain. One moment I 
was in the playing-fields of my old familiar English 
school ; the next 1 was ratching round the Horn in 
an ice-bound clipper, with a scurvy-ridden crew in the 
forecastle, and a trio of drunken miscreants upon the 
quarter-deck ; the next I was in the southern seas, 
some* tropic island abeam, able to hear the thunder 
of the surf upon tho reef, and to see palm-clad hill 
on palm-clad hill rearing their lovely heads up to tho 
azuro sky. Then my thoughts camo back to China, 
and as a natural sequence, to Pekin. I enacted again 
that half-hour on the wall, and seemed once more to 
feel the pressure of a certain tiny hand in mine, and 
to sec those frank sweet eyes gazing into my f.oce 
with all the love and trust imaginable. Gladys was 
my promised wife, and hero I lay on the road to 
Thibet, disguised as a Chinaman, in a filthy native 
inn, in tho company of a man who would stop at no- 
thing and who was feared by everybody who knew 
him. It was long past midnight before I fell asleep, 
and then it seemed as if my eyes had not been closed 
five minutes before Nikola, who, as usual, appeared to 
require no sleep at all, was up and preparing to go 
on ; indeed, tbe sun was hardly risen above the Irori- 
zon before our breakfast was despatched, and we were 
ready for the saddle. 
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Prior to starting Nikola wont off to speak to tlie 
man who kept the inn. While he was away I amused 
myself by riding round to look at the other side of 
tilt) house. It was of the ordinary Chinese pattern, 
not much dirtier and not much cleaner. A broad 
veranda surrounded it on two sides, and at the rear 
was a sort of narrow terrace, on whi(di, as I tnrn(?d 
the corner, two men were standing. As soon as they 
saw me they wore for retreating into the house, but 
before they were able to acconiplisli this manoeuvre 
I had had a good look at them. i 

The taller of the pair I had never seen before, but 
his companion’s face was somehow familiar to me. 
While I was wondering where I had encountered it, 
a mafoo came round the building to inform me that 
Nikola was ready to be off, so touching up my pony 
1 returned to the front to find the cavalcade in the 
act of starting. 

As usual Nikola took the lenfl, I followed lyin at 
a respectful distance, and the servn-nts were behind 
me again. In this bishiou wo made our way down 
the track and across a stream tc»wards the range 
of mountains that could just ))o flisc(n*ned on the 
northern horizon. All round us the country was bare 
and uncultivated, with here and there a niud-liut, in 
colour not unlike the plain upon whi(di it stood. 

By midday wo had reached tin* i-ange of mountains 
just mentioned, and were following a well-made track 
througli gloomy but sonn^wdiat picturesepus scenery. 
With the exception of a fenv earned teams laden with ' 
coal passing down to Pekin, and li(*ro and there a 
travelling liawker, we met but few people. In this 
region the villages are far apart, and do not bear any 
too good a reputation. 

Thaj} night we camped at an inn on the mountain 
top, and next morning made our desceint into the val« 
ley on the other side. By the time darkness fell we 
had proceeded some thirty oM miles along it. The 
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country wms quickly changing, bi'coining more and 
more rocky, and tlio ascents and <le.sc(uits inoro pre- 
cipitous. h\»r this reason, at the next halting-place 
we wore compelled to part witli our ponies and to 
purchase in their stead lialf a doz(Mi tiny, but exceed- 
ingly muscular, donkeys. 

On the third night after our entry into the hills 
and the fourth from IVkin, we halted at a small mon- 
astery stsinding in an expost^d position on the hill top. 
As wo rode up to it tlie sun was declining behind the 
mountains to the westward. There was no need for 
a.ny password, as we were invited to enter almost be- 
fore we had knockc'd upon the gate. The place was 
occupied l)y an abbot and six priivsts, all of whom 
were devotees of Shamanism. The building itself 
was but a poor one, consisting of an outer court, a 
drauglity central hall, and four small rooms fidjoining 
it. At the entrance to the central liall wo were re- 
ceived by the ab])ot, a villainously dirty little f(»llow 
of middh^ age, « who conducted ns to the rooms wo 
were to occupy, 'riiey were small and mean, very 
much out oT re])air, and, as a rc'sult, exceedingly 
draughty. Hut if a view, such as would be found 
in few ])arts of th(» world, ctmld comj)ensate for 
physical <liscomfort, we should hav(‘ been abh* to con- 
sider <mrselves domiciled in luxury, From one win- 
dow we could look across the range of luount-Mins, 
over valley and p(*ak, into tin* very eye of tlie sotting 
sun. From anotlier we could gaze down, nearly three 
hiiiidred f('et, sheer drv)]), into the valley, and perceive 
the track we had folloived that rnoiming, winding its 
way along, while, through a narrow gully to our left 
we could distinguish the stretcli of plain, nearly fifty 
miles distant, wdien^ we had camped two nights before. 

As the siiii dropped, a chilly wind sprang up and 
tore round the building, screaming tlirough the 
cracks and crevices witli a noise that might have been 
likened to the shrieks of a thousand souls in torment. 
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The llaiiio of the peculiar lamp wifcU which our room 
waa furnished rose and fell in unison with the blasts, 
throwing tho strangest shadows upon the walls and 
ceiling. This eccentric light, combined with the 
stealthy movements of tho coarse-robed, shaven 
monks, as they passed and ropassed our door, did not, 
‘ as may be expected, conduce to our ehecu’fulness, so 
that it may not bo a matter for surprise that when J 
sat down witli Nikola to our evening meal, it was 
with a greater feeling of loneliness, and a greater 
amount of home-sickness hi my heart, that 1 liad felt 
at all since tho journey coniTuenced. 

When our repast was finished we lit our j)i])es and 
sat smoking for half an hour. Tlien, being unublc to 
stand the silence of the room any longer — for Nikola 
Jiad a fit of tho blue>, and was consequently but a 
l)i»or companion — 1 left our side of tho house and 
went out into the courtyard before the centi’ul hall. 
Just as I reached it a loud knocking sounded upon 
the outer gate. On hcfiring it two of the monks 
crossed tho yard to open it, and, when they had 
swung the heavy doors back, a small party of men, 
mounted on donkeys, rode into tho square. Thinking 
the arrival of a party of travellers would at least 
serve to distract my thoughts, I went down to 
watch them unload. 

As I approached them I discovered that they were 
five in party, the principals numbering three, tho re- 
maining two being coolies. Their profession I was 
unable to guess; they wero all armed, and, as far as 
I could tell, carried no merchandise with them. 
When they had dismounted the abbot came down 
to receive them, and after a little talk conducted them 
to the guest chambers on the other side of the hall, 
opposij^e to our quarters. 

For some time after the leaders had retired to their 
rooms I remained where ] was, watching the coolies 
unharness; then, just as the last pack-saddlo was 
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placed upon the ground, oue of the owners left the 
house and approacJied the group. He had come 
within a few paces of where 1 stood before ho became 
aware of iny presence ; then he stooped, and, as if to 
.^excuso Ills visit, opened the pack-saddle lying nearest 
^ him. 1 iiotictjd that he did not take anything from 
it, and .that all the time lie was examining it he did 
not once turn liis face in my direction ; therefore, 
when he wheeled (quickly round and hurried back to 
the house, without speaking to either of his men, I 
felt that I had every right to suppose he did not wish 
me to become awaro of his identity. 

This set me thinking, and the niore I thought the 
more desirous I became .of finding out who my gentle- 
man might be. I waited in the courtyard for nearly 
a (piarter of an hour after the animals had been 
picketed,, and the jiack-saddles and Harness had been 
carried away, but he did not put in another appear- 
ance. Seeing this, I returned to tho buildings, and 
set my brain to work to try and discover what 1 
wanted so much to know. It was a long time before 
t could hit on any plan ; then an idea came to me 
and I left the room again and went round to the back 
of tho buildings, hoping, if possible, to lind a window 
through which I could look in upon tho now arrivals 
as they sat at supper ; but it was easier, T discovered, 
to talk of such a window than actually to find it. 

The back of the monastery was built flush with the 
edge of the clilT, the rampart wall joining the build- 
ing at tho angle of our room. If only, therefore, I 
could manage to pass along tho wall, and thus reach 
a small window which I guessed must look out on 
to a tiny court, situated between the rearmost wall 
of the central hall and that on the left of* our room, 
I thought I might disooveT what I wanted to know. 
But to do this would necessitate a long and dau- 
gerou.s climb in the dark, ’which I was not at all 
atixioua to attempt until 1 had satisfied myself that 
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there was no other way of obtaining tlio information 
I required. 

It might vei’y well bo asked hero why I was so 
anxious to coiivinco myself as to the man's identity. 
But one instant's reflection will show that in such 
a situation as ours wc could not afford to run a single 
risk. The man had allowed me to see tliat he did 
not wish mo to become aware of his personality. 
That in itself was sufficient to excite my suspicion 
and to warrant my taking any steps to satisfy myself 
that he was not likely to prove an enemy, ‘ As I have 
said before, we were carrying our lives in our hands, 
and one little precaution neglected might ruin all. 

Before venturing on the climb just mentioned, I 
determined to go round' to tho other side of the houso 
and endeavour to look in through one of tho windows 
there. 1 did so, and was relieved to find that by 
putting my hands on tho rough stone window-sills, 
and bracing my foot against a buttress in tho angle 
of the wall, I could i*aisc myself sufficiently to catch 
a glimpse of tho room. 

I accordingly pulled myself up and looked in, bvit, 
to my astonishment and cliagriii, there were only two 
people present, and neither of them was the man I 
wanted, 

I lowered myself to tho ground again and listened, 
hoping to hear the sound of a third person entering 
the room, but though I remained there nearly twenty 
minutes I could not distinguish what I wanted. That 
the man was a member of the same party I was pcj‘- 
fectly convinced, but why Wiis he not with them 
now ? This absence on his part only increased my 
suspicion and made me the moVo anxious to catch a 
glimpse of him. 

Seating myself on the stone steps of tho central 
hall, I roughly traced in iiiy own mind a ground plan 
of tho building, as far as I was familiar with it. The 
central hall was, of course, empty ; we occupied the 
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rooms on the right of it, tlio second j)arty tliose on 
the left ; of these their coolies had the front room, 
while the two men I have just referred to had taken 
possession of the rearmost one. A moment^s rea- 
soning convinced me that there must he a thiiMl, 
which did not look out on the o})eii conrtyaj’d, but 
must have its window in tlio small court, formed by 
tl;o angles of the wall at the rear. If therefore I 
wanted to look into it I must iiiuhu'take the climb 1 
had first projected, and, what was more, must s(*t 
about it immediately, for if 1 did not do so liis lamp 
w’-ould in all probability be extinguished, and in that 
case I might as W'ell spare myself the trouble and the 
dangtM*. 

J returned to my own side of the house, and, 
having convinced myself that there was no one about, 
mounted the wall a liltle to the right of where I had 
been standing when I heard the men knock u})()n the 
gate. 

If you would estimate the difficulty and danger 
of what I was about to attempt, you must remembiu’ 
that the wall at the top was scarcely more than 
eighteen inches wide. On one hand it had the build- 
ings for support, the side of which rose above my 
head for more than a dozen feet, and permitted no 
sort of liold on its smooth surface, wdiile, on the othei* 
hand, I had a sheer drop into the valley below', a 
fall of fully three hundred feet. 

At the summit of the mountain the wind, w^as 
blowing a perfect hurricane, but so long as I was 
behind the building I was not subjected to its full 
prtvssuro; when, however,.! arrived at the courtyard, 
wdiere I could see the light of the window I Avas so 
anxious to reach, it was as much as I could do to 
keep my footing. Clinging to everything that 8buld 
off('r a support, and never venturing a stej) till I was 
certain that it was safe, I descended from t-lie wall, 
apj)roachud the wdndow, and looked in. This time 



/ PLAY THE EAVESDROPPER 20j 

I was not destined to be disappointed. The man J 
wanted was lying upon a bed-place in the corner, 
smoking a long pipe. 

llis face was turned towards me, and directly I 
looked at it I remembered whore I had seen him. 
He was one of the principal, and, at the same time, 
0410 of the most interested members of the society 
who had visited the house to which wo had been 
• conducted by Laohwaii, in Shanghai. 

As I realized this fact a cold sweat came over nu^. 
This was tlie same man whom we had seen at iho 
rest-house two nights before. Was ho following us? 
That he liad recognised mo, in spite of my disguise, 
I felt certain. If so, in whoso employ was he, and 
what was his object ? I renniined watching him for 
upwards of an hour, hoping some one would, coirie in, 
and that I should overhear something tliat would tell 
me how to act. Then, just as 1 was about to. turn 
away, deeming it useless to wait any longer, the taller 
of the pair I liad seen in the other room entered and 
sat down. 

Success has attended us. At last we have laid 
our hands on theui,^^ said the new-comer, '' They do 
not su.s])ect, and by to-morrow evening we shall meet 
Quong Yan Miuii at the ford, tell him all, and then 
our part of ‘the Avork will be at an end.^' 

But we must have the stick, come Avhat may 
said the man upon the bed. It Avould be death for 
us to go back to Pekin without it.^^ 

** We shall receive much honour if we capture it,” 
chuckled the other. And then these foreign devils 
will suffer torture till they die.” 

^^A lesson to them not to defy the Great Ones of 
the Mountains,” returned his friend. " I wish that 
we could be there to see it ! ” 

“ It IS said that they havo many new ways of tor- 
ture, of Avhich Ave cuinot even dream, iij) there in 
the mountains,” continued the tirsL man. Why 



208 EN ROUTE TO THIBET 

may wo not go forward to sou what befalls 
them ? ” 

Because we could not enter even if we did go 
orj/^ returnod the man 1 had recognised ; nor fcSf 
myself do I want U). But these foreign devils have 
stolen the password and iniitutcd the Priest of Han- 
kow, and if it had not been for Laoyeh, who likod 
Chinese gold better than foreign devils' secrets, and 
so betrayed them, we should never have found them 
out at all." 

Then with sigiiilicaiit emphasis he added, — 

“But they will die for it, and their fate will be 
a warning to any who shall come after them. And 
now tell me, where do wo meet Quong Yaii Minn ? " 

“ At the crossing of the river in the mountains, at 
suiidoAvn to-moiTtjw evening." 

“ And is it certain that we shall know him ? TJiere 
may be many crossing." 

“He will bo riding a camel, and sitting upon a red 
saddle embroidered with silver. Moreover, it is said 
that lie lias but one eye, and that his left hand, which 
was cut off liy the maiularin Jji, is still nailed to the 
gateway at 1-ehang." 

■ ' “ Does he expect onr coming ? " 

“By no means. Once in every nuuith he is sent 
down by the (Jreat Ones of the Mountains to receive 
messages and alms from tlie outside world. Our 
instructions are not to tarry until this letter bq 
delivered into his hands." 

As ho spoke ho took from his pocket a suuill roll 
of paper carefully tied up. Having replaced it, ho 
turned again to his companion. 

“ Now leave ino," he said. “ I am tired, and Avuuld 
sleep. To-morrow there be groat doings on hand."’ 

The second man left the room, and next moment 
the lamp was extinguished. 

As soon as all was dark I crept softly across the 
yard, mounted the wall — not without a tremor, as 
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I thought of what my fate would he if I slu>uld over- 
balance^ and retraced my steps round the lionse. 
--Once safely in the courtyard 1 made all the haste I 
^could back to my room. 

I fully e^spected to find Nikola asleep ; iny sur- 
prise, therefore, may be imagined when 1 diseoven^d 
him seated on the floor working out Euclid^s forty-f 
tlrird pro})lc‘ni with a piece of charcoal upon tlie 
atones. Ho looked up as I entered, and, without 
moving a muscle of his face, said quietly ; 

What have you discovered ? 

I seated myself beside liini and furnished him 
with a conq^lote resume of wliat I had overheard that 
evening. 

When 1 had finished ho sat looking at the wall. 
I could, see, however, that ho was thinking decqfly. 
Then ho changed his position, and with his piece of 
charcoal begun to draw figure eights inside each other 
upon the floor. By the time the smallest was the 
si/.e of a halfpenny he had arrived at a conclusion. 

‘^Itis evident that we are in a tight place, he 
said coolly, ‘^und if T were to saerifice you here I could 
probably save myself ami go forward with nothing 
to fear. It’s a funny tliijig that I should think so 
much of a man as to be willing to savi* his life at 
the expense of my own, but in this case ] intend 
doing so. You have uo desire to be tortured, 1 
presume ? ” 

I have a well-founded objection to it,’’ I said. 

111 that case we must, hit upon some scheme 
which will enable us to avert such a catastrophe. If 
these fellows arrive at the ford before us they will 
have the first chance of doing business with the mes- 
senger, Our eudeavour must be to get there before 
tb6y do, and yet to send them back to Pekin satisfied 
that they have fulfilled their mission. How to do 
this is the problem we have to work out.” 

But how are we to do it ?” I inquired. 
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Lot me think for a few minutes/^ lie answered, 
" and ni see if 1 ean find out.” 

1 waited for fully five minutes. Then Nikola 
said : 

^^Tlie problem resolves itself into thjs. By hook 
or crook wo must delay this man and his party on 
the road for at least tlireiJ liours. Thou one of us 
must fifo on to the ford and meet tlio man from the 
monastery. To him must be handed the letter I 
received from the High Jh‘ii\st at the Lhimaserai, and 
when he has been sent back witli it to his suj)eriors 
there must be anotluu* man, accoutred exactly like 
himself, to take his jAace, This man, who will have 
to be myself, will receive our friends, take their let- 
ters ami despatch them back to Pekin with a message 
that their warning shall be attended to. After that 
it wilt be touch-and-go with us. Jbit Pm not afraid 
to go forward, and 1 pay you the complimcut of 
saying that 1 doiiT believe you art‘.^^ 

‘^Well, upon iny word. Dr. Nikola,^^ I answc'red 
candidly, (piite carried away by the boldness of his 
scheme, of all the men I've ever met you’re the 
coolest, and since you take it in this way I will go on 
with you and carry it thi’ough if it costs me my life.” 

1 thank you,” said Nikola quietly, "1 thought I 
wasn’t deceived in you. Now we must arrange the 
manner in which these different schemes are to bo. 
worked. To begin with, we must leave here at least 
an liour before our friends in the other rooms. Once 
on the Way 1 must push forward as fast as I can go 
ill order to secure a camel and saddle of the kind 
described. TJien we have got to discover some means 
of ’ delaying them upon the road. How can that be 
accomplished ? ” 

“ Couldn’t wo induce the villagers along the path 
to rise against them ? ” 

^Mt would cost too much; and then there would 
be the. chauce of their turning traitor, like oiii 
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friend Laoyoh. No ; we must think of something 
else/^ 

Ho recommenced drawing eights upon the floor. By 
the time he had pcu’fected tlic thirtieth — for I counted 
them — ^lie had worked it out to his satisfaction. 

By twelve o’clock to-morrow at the very latest/’ 
ho said, “that is, if my information he correct, we 
ought to be at an inn in the mountains tAventy miles 
from liere. It is tlie only dwelling between this 
place and tho ford, and they must p(‘rforco call at it. 
I shall instruct one of my men, whom I will leave 
beliind for that purpose, to see tliat their animals are 
watered at a certain trough. If they drink wluit 1 
give him to pour in, they will go about five miles and 
then drop. Jf they don’t drink I shall see that lie 
brings about another result.”” 

^^If you can depend on him, that should do the 
trick. But what about Laoyeh ? ” 

“I shall deal with him myself,” said Nikola with 
grim earnestness; “and when I’ve done I think lie 
Avill regret having been so imprudent as to brc‘ak faith 
with me.” 

He said no more*, but I could not lielp entertaining 
a feeling of satisfactifjii that f was not tho man in 
question. From what I have* se'en of Nikola’s char- 
acter, I can say that I would ratlier qnaiTel with any 
other lialf dozen peoples in the Avorhl, whoev(»r they 
might be, than risk his ilispleasure. 

“Now,” 1 said, Avhen he had finished, “as the*y’ve 
turned in we shouldn’t be long in following their 
example.” 

“ But beiore we do so,” he answered, “ 1 think 
you had better find the coolies .and see that they 
thoroughly understand that we start at three o’clock. 
Moreover, bid them hold their tongues.” 

I complied with his request, and half an hour later 
was wrapped in my blankets and fast asleep. 
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A t ton miiuitos to throe I was out of hod, fully 
drossod and prepared for the start. Nikola 
had roused the coolies before calling me, and 
they were already busy with their preparations. At 
three precisely a bowl of rice was brouglit to us by 
ono of the monks, and by a quarter past we were 
on our donkeys in the courtyard ready to be off. 

So far the only person aroused, in addition to our 
own party, was the monk who cooked our breakfast ; 
him Nikola largely n^warded, and, in return for his 
generosity, the gates Avere opened witliout disturbing 
the household. Wo filed out and picked our way 
down the rocky qaith into the valley. AiTiving at 
• the bottom we continued our journey, ascending and 
descending according to the nature of the path. 
Every hour tlie country was growing more and more 
mountainous, and by midday avo could jilainly discern 
snow upon tlie highest peaks. 

At half-past tAvelve wo reached the inn where it 
had been decided that one of our retinue should be 
left ‘ behind to lipcus the animals of our pursuers. 
For this Avork Ave liad chosen a man AAdiom we had 
the best of reasons for being able to trust. A suffi- 
cient excuse was invented to satisfy his scruples, and 
when we said goodbye to him it Avas with instructions 
to follow us as soon as he had done tlfe AVork tod could 
discover a convenient opportunity. That the man 
would? do liis best to accomplish his errand, we had 
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not the slightest doubt, for the reward promised him 
was large enough to obviate the necessity of his doing 
any more work as long as he should live. Therefore 
when we left the inn, after baiting our animals for a 
short time, it was to feel comparatively certain that 
the success of our scheme was assured. 

As soon as the caravansera was hidden by the cor- 
ner of the mountain Nikola called me up to him. 

In a few moments," he said, " I am going to push 
forward to a village which I am told lies off the 
track a few miles to the northward. I hear that they 
have camels for sale there, and it will be hard if I 
cannot purchase one, and with it a silver-plated red 
saddle, before dusk. You must continue your journey 
to the ford, where you will in all probability find the 
messenger awaiting you. Give him this letter from 
the High Priest of the Llamaserai, warning the Great 
Ones of the Mountains of my coming, and bestow 
upon him this tip." Here he handed me a numbor of 
gold pieces. After that be sure to hasten his de- 
parture as much as you can, for we must run no risk 
of his meeting those who are behind us. I turn off 
here, so press forward yourself Avith all speed, and 
good luck go Avith you." 

But Avhen I have despatched the messenger back 
to the monastery, what u-m I to do ? " 

Wait till he is out of sight and then folloAV in his 
track for about half a mile. Having done so, find a 
convenient spot, camp and Avait for me. IJo you 
understand ? " 

.1 answered that I understood perfectly. Then 
ordering one coolie to follow him, with a wave of his 
hand, he turned off the track and in less than five 
minutes was lost to my sight. For nearly three hours 
I rode on, turning over and over in my mind the plan 
I had arranged for conducting the interview that lay 
before me. The chief point I had to remember was 
tliat I was a courier from the Society, sent from Pekin 
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fco warn the monastery that one of tlie Great Throe 
was approaching. Upon my success in carrying 
out this mission would very much depend the re- 
ception accorded to Nikola., therefore the story I was 
about to tell must necessarily be plausible in every 
particular. 

By five o’clock, and just as the sun was sinking 
behind the highest peaks, tlie valley began to widen 
out, and tho track became more plain. I followed 
it along at a medium pace, and then, liaving turned 
a corner, saw the smooth waters of the river before 
me. 

As I did so I felt a cold chill pass over me; the 
success* of onr expedition seemed to rest upon my 
shoulders, to depend upon my presence of mind and 
tho plausibility of my tale. If by any chance the 
tmiu should suspect that I was not all I pretended to 
be, ho might decide to wait, and then, with the help 
of such men as he might have with him, would detain 
me a prisoner, in that case, those behind us would 
catch ns up, and I shpuld be proved to bci an im- 
postor. 41ien, if T were not killed upon the spot, I 
should find myself carried on to tho momisteiy, to 
become a subject for those experiments in torture, of 
which ] had h(»ard mention made tho previous night. 

When I reacluHl it I discovercnl that the river at 
j this particular ford was about (*ighty yards in width 
nnd scarcely more than two feet in depth. On either 
bank roS(? precipitous cliffs, reaching, even in the 
lowest places, to more than two Imndred feet. 'J’o 
tho right, that is, facing the north, the channel flowed 
betAveen solid granite wallsi, but where I stood it had 
evenly sloping banks. I rode to the water’s edge, 
and, seeing no one on tlie other side, dismounted 
from my donkey and seated myself upon the sand. I 
was relieved to find that there were no pilgrims 
about ; but I became more anxious wdien I saw that 
. the man whom I was to meet had n<^t yet put in an 
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appearance. If lie delayed fiis arrival for very long I 
should be placed in a nasty position, for in thai case 



" The water wee well above the eaddle flnpa/* 


our pursuers would come up, discover me, and then.1 
shonhl be hopelessly lost. s 
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Hut I need not have worried myself, for I had not- 
long to wait. Within half an hour of my arrival at 
the ford a man moniitod on a camel, rode out of 
the defile on the other side and approached the 
wateris edge. He was tall, was dressed in some 
light-brown material, rode a well-bred camel, and 
when he turned round I could see that his saddle was 
rod and ornamented with silver. Calling my mim 
together I bade them wait for mo whore they were, 
and them, taking my donkey by the head, rode him 
into the stream. 

So small was the animal that the water was well 
above tlie saddle flaps when I reached the deepest 
part. But in spite of much snorting and endeavours 
to turn back I persuaded him to go on, and we finally 
reached the other side in safety. The messenger 
from the monastery had dismounted from his camel 
by this time, and was pacing up and down the shore. 
As I came closer to him I saw that he had but one 
arm, and that one of his eyes was missing. 

Dismounting from my donkey on the bank, I ap- 
proached him, at the same time bowing low. 

I was told that 1 should find here a messenger 
from the Great Ones of the Mountains,” I said. Are 
yon he w'hom T seek ? ” 

From whom come you ? ” he asked, answering my 
qiuvstion by asking another. 

1 come from the High Priest of the Ijlamasorai at 
dVkin,” 1 answered, *'and I am the bearer of im- 

f )ortinit tidings. I w'as told that 1 should find a man 
lere who w'oiild caiTy' forward the lettf*i* I bring, 
without a moment’.s delay.” 

“ Ijet me se(». the letter,^’ said the man. " If it is 
sealed with the right seal I will do w’hat you ask, not 
otherwise.” 

I gave him the iettor and ho turned it over and 
W’or, scrutinising it car(d’iilly. 

, is the High PriesVs seal,” he said at last, 
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"and I am sfitisfiod; but I cannot return at once/ 
as it is my duty to remain here until dusk lias 
fallen/^ 

"Of that I am quite aware/* I answered. "But 
you will see tluit this is a special case, and to meet it 
I am to pay you this gold, that is provided you will 
go forward and warn those from whom you come of 
my master’s approach.” 

When I had given liim the bribe lie counted it 
carefully and deposited it in his pocket. 

" [ will remain until the shadows fally” ho said, 
"and if no pilgriifis have arrived by that time J will 
sot off.” 

Having arranged it in this fashion, we seated our- 
selves on the sandy beach, and after we had lit our 
pipes, smoked stolidly for half an hour. During that 
time my feelings were not to be envied. I did not 
enjoy my smoke, for I was being tortured on the rack 
of suspense. For aught I knew our man might have 
failed in drugging the ponies of the pursuing party. 
In tliat case they would probably suspect us of an 
attempt to outwit them, and might put in an ap))ear- 
ance at any moment. 

The sun sank lower and lower behind the hill, till 
finally he disappeared altogether. Long shalltjws fell 
from the cliffs acr^s the water, the evening wind 
sprang up and memned among the rocks, but still 
gfcluTe was no sign^f any cavalcade upon the opposite 
*)ank. If only our rivals did not put in an appear- 
ance for another quarter of an hour we slujuld be 
saved. 

In addition to this suspense I had another anxiety. 
Supposing Nikola had not succeeded in obtaining an 
animal and saddle of the kind he wanted, and should 
be prevented from reaching the ford in time to receive 
fhe men he was expecting, what would happen then ? 
But I would not let my mind dwell upoft such a con- 
tingency. And yet^or most positive reasons I dared 
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not attempt to hurry the messenger, who was still 
sitting stoljdly smoking. To let him think that I 
was anxious to got rid of him would only be to excite 
his suspicions, and, those once taroused, he would in 
all probability detcrniine to rouiain at the ford. In 
that case I might as well walk into the river and 
drown myself without further waste of time. 

One by one the stars came out and began to twinkle 
in the cloudless heavens, such stars as one never sees 
anywhere save in the East. The wind was rising, and 
in another half hour it would bo too dark to see. 

At last rny companion rose and shook himself. 

I see no pilgrims,^' he said, “ and it is cold by the 
water. I shall depart. Is it your pleasure to come 
with me or will you remain ? " 

I have no will,'M answered. "I must perforce 
wait herci till the caravan bringing rny master arrives. 
Then I shall follow you. Do not wait for me,” 

lie did not need to be bidden twice, but approach- 
ing his camel, mounted, and then with a curt nod to 
me set off up tile patli. 

As ^oon as he had disappeared I walked down to 
the Avater^s edge and called to my men to come over, 
whicli they did. When they had landed, I bade them 
follow me, and, forsaking the f()rd, we set oflp at a 
brisk pace up tlie path. 

A liundred yards from the river the track we were 
following turned abruptly to the right hand and 
wound through a narrow gorge. This, however, we 
did not enter, as I deemed it wisest to settle in a 
sheltered spot on the left. I rode ahead, and recon- 
noitred, and having ascertained that it could not be 
seen from the path, bade them pitch our camp there. 
Within ten minutes of our arrival the donkeys were 
picketed, the tents erected, and the camp fires lighted. 
Then, leaving the men to the preparation of the 
evening meal, I returned to the track and hurried 
along k in the direction of the ford. 



/ HIDE MYSELF 


219 


When I was within fifty yards -of the turning, 
which I knew would bring me within full sight of 
the river, I heard a low whistle. Next moment a 
man mounted on a camel came into view, and pulled 
up -alongside me. In spite of the half dark I could 
see that the rider was dressed exactly like the man to 
whom I had talked at the ford ; he had also one arm, 
and his right eye was closed. 

^^Bear to your left hand,^^ he said, leaning down 
from his camel to speak to me; there you, will find 
some big rocks, and behind them you must hide your- 
self, Have your revolver ready to your hand, and if 
anything should happen, and I should call to you for 
assistance^ come to mo at once.’^ 

“ Did you have much difficulty in procuring your 
camel ? I asked, hardly able to believe that the man 
was Nikola. 

^^None whatever,’^ ho answered; ''but the clothes 
and saddle were a little more difficult. However, 1 
got them at last, and now do you think 1 look at all 
like the man I am hero to represent ? ” 

" One or two things are different,'^ I replied ; " but 
you need have no fear ; they^ll not suspect.” 

" Let us hope not,” said Nikola. " Where are the 
men ? ” 

"Camped back yonder,” I answered, "in a little 
gully to the left of the gorge.” 

"That^s well; now creep down to the rocks and 
take your place. Be sure not to forget what I have 
told you.” 

I made my way down as he ordered, and little by 
little crept along to where three big boulder s stood 
out upon the sand. Between these I settled myself, 
and to my delight found 1 had an almost uninter- 
rupted view of the ford. As I looked across the 
water I made out a small ])arty coming down the 
slope on to the sand on the other side. Without 
losing time they plunged in, and so quiet was the 
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night I cuuld evmi hoar the splashing made by their 
animals jnid distingiiisli botwooii tho first noise on the 
bank, and tlic snlloii thud as they advanced into deeper 
water. 'J'hcri 1 heard a hoarse call, and a moment 
later Nikola rod(i across tho sand on liis camel. 

Ill two or three ininiitos the fording party had 
reached the bank, scarcely more than ten paces from 
where J lay. Ho close Avon? tliey indeed that 1 could 
hear tluj brea tiling of the tired animals quite dis- 
tinctly and tho sigh of relief with which they hailed 
the dismounting of their masters. The man who was 
in command ajiproached Nikola and, after a little 
preamble, said : 

“ We were delayed on the road by the sickness of 
our animals, or we sliould have been here earlier. 
Tell ns, we pray, if any other travellers have passed 
this way ? ” 

'^But one party, said tho spurious messo|iger with 
a cliuckle ; “ and by this time they are lost among- 
the mountains. They grudged me alms and I did not 
toil them tlie true patli. Ere this time to-morrovy the 
vultures will have tom the flesh from their bones.’' 

How many in number Avere they ? ” asked tho 
nuHi Avho had first spoken. 

‘'Five/’ ansAvered Nikola; "and juay the devils of 
tho mountains take possession of them ! And iimv 
Avlio be y(? ? ” 

" We have come from Pekin,'’ answered the spokes- 
man of the party, " and wc bring letters from the 
High Priest of the Llamaserai to tlio Great Ones of 
tlio Mountains. There be tAvo barbarians who have 
stolen their way into our society, murdered him who 
was to bo one of the Three, and substituted them- 
selves in his place. The symbol of the Three, which* 
was stolen by a foreign deiril many years ago, is in 
their possession ; and that was the party who' passed 
this lord on their Avay to the mouutaius,' and whom 
thou\saw(‘st/' ' ' ‘ ' 
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**They will go no further/’ siiid Nikola, when they 
lud lini.shed, with auother grim laugh ; ** and the 



*«I iii»de out % umU pftity oomlng down the elope." 


liparts tliat would know our secrets will bo tit-bits for 
the yomig eagles. What is it that ye want of tno ? ” 
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There is this letter of warning to be carried for- 
ward/' said the man ; and as he spoke he produced 
from his pocket the roll of paper I had seen in his 
possession the previous night. He lianded it to 
Nikola, who placed it inside his wadded coat, and 
then proceeded towards his camel, which he mounted. 
When it had risen to its feet he turned to the small 
party who were watching him, and said ; • 

^^Timi back on your path. Camp not near the 
ford, for the spirits of the lost pass up and down in 
the still lioui-s of the night, and it is death for those 
who hear them." 

His warning was not without effect, for as soon as 
he had ridden off I noticed with consklerable satisfac- 
tion that the party lost no time in retracing their 
steps across the river. I watched them for some 
time, and only when they were dimly outlined against 
the stars on the brow of the hill did I move. Then, 
knowing that they must bo making haste to be out of 
the valley, I slip])ed from my hiding-place and made 
my way up the path towards the gully where wo had 
fixed our cam}). 

When I. reached the firelight I saw that Nikola had 
dismounted from his camel and had entered his own 
tent. I found him rtunoving his disguise and pre- 
paring to change back into his own garments. 

Wo have come out of that scrape very neatly," 
he said; and I can only add, Bruce,, that it is 
owing to your foresight and intelligence that ‘wo have 
done so. Had you not had the wit to try to obtain a 
glimpse of that man the other night, we should in all 
probability have been caught in a trap from which 
there would have boon no escaping. As it is. we 
have not only got rid of our enemy but have improved 
our position into the bargain. If we make as good 
progress in the future as we have done in the past we 
should bo inside the monastery by to-morrow evening." 

" I hoi)o we shall," I answered ; " but from what 
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we have gone through of late I am-iiiduccd to think 
that it would be wiser not to contemplate stocking 
our poultry-yard before wo have seen that our incu- 
bator is in good working order.” 

“ You are quite right, we won’t.” 

Half an hour later our evening meal was served, 
and when it was cjitcn we sat round the camp lire 
smoking and talking, the dancing flames lighting up 
the rocks around us, and the great stars winking 
grimly down at us from overhead. The ijiight was 
very still ; save the grunting of the picketed donkeys, 
the spluttering of the flames of the lire, the occasional 
cry of some night bird, and once the howl of a jackal 
among the rocks, scarcely a sound was to be heard. 
It cannot be considered extraordinary, therefore, if 
my thoughts turned to the girl I loved. I wondered 
if she were thinking of mo, and if so, what she 
imagined I was doing. Our journey to the monastery 
was nearly at an end. How long wo should remain 
there when we had once got inside I had not the very 
vaguest notion ; but, if tlio luck which had followed 
us so far still held good, we ought soon to be able to 
complete our errand there and return with all speed 
to the coast. Then, I told myself, I would sect out 
my darling and, with her brother’s permission, make 
her my wife. What I would do after that was for 
the Fates to decide. But of one thing I was con- 
vinced, and that was that as long as I lived I would 
never willingly set foot in China again. 

Next morning, a little after daylight, we broke 
camp, packed the animals, mounted, and set ofP. 
For the fiVst ten miles or so the track was a compara- 
tively plain one, leading along a valley, the entrance 
to which was the gorge I had seen on the previous 
night. Then circling round the side of the mountain 
by a precipitous path we came out on to a long table- 
land, whence a lovely view could be obtainea. The 
camel we had turned loose earlier in the <hiy to roam 
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the country, or to find its way back to its former 
owner, as might seem to it best. It was well that 
wo did so, for at tlio olovaiion to whicli wo had now 
ascended, travelling with it w^oiild liave proved most 
difficult if not altogetlier impossible. Not once but 
several times wo laid to dismount and clamber from 
rock to rock, making our way througli ravines, and 
.across clnisms as best wo could. On many occasions 
it looked as if it would be necessary for us to abandon 
oven the sure-footed animals w'c had brought with us, 
but in eacli case patience and perseverance triuiuplied 
over difficulties, and we ^vere enabled to push on with 
them again. 

Hy midday wo had lost sight of the track alto- 
gether; the air had become bitterly cold, and it 
looked as if snow might fall at any minute. At half- 
past Cijrec a few flakes did destHUid, and by the time 
we found a camping-] dace, under an overhanging 
cliff, the ground was eiiinjdotely eov(‘red. 

Being provided with ))limty of warm clotliing our- 
selves we were not so badly off, but for our poor 
coolies, wliom nothing we liad been able to say or do, 
before W(^ set out, would induce to pj*ovide themselves 
witli anything different to their tu’dinary attire, it 
was a matter of serious concm*n. Something had to 
be ilone for them. So choosing a hollow s|K>t iii the 
cliff into which we could all huddle, we collected a 
supply of brushw’ood and lit a bonfire at the mouth. 
Into this circle of warmth wo led and jdeketed 
our donkeys, liopiiig to be able to keep them snug 
so that they should have sufficient strength left to 
continue their journey next day. 

Every moment the snow was falling faster, and by 
the time we turned into our blankets it was nearly 
four inches deep around the camp. When we woke 
in the morning the wdif»le cofftonr of the country was 
elmngi^tl. Where it hail liceu bare and sterile tho 
day before, we now had bel’uru us a plain of .dazzling 
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white. Unfortunately the intense eolcl had proved 
too niueh for one of our donkeys, for when we went 
to inspect them, wo found him lying dead upon the 
ground. One of tlio smaller coolies was not in a 
much better state. Seeing this, Nikola immediately 
gave him a few drops of some liquid from that mar- 
vellous medicine-chest, without which, as I have 
already said, he never travelled. Whatever its con- 
stituents may have been it certainly revived the man 
for a time, and by the time we began oqr march 
again he was able to hobble along beside us. Within 
an hour of setting out, however, he was down again, 
and in half an hour he was dead, and we had buried 
him beneath the snow. 

Our route now, by reason of the snow, was purely 
a matter of conjecture, for no track of any sort gould 
bo seen. As we could not turn back, however, and 
it was a dangerous matter to proceed without know- 
ing in what direction to steer, our position might 
have been reckoned a fairly dangerous one. By 
the middle of the afternoon another, of our coolies 
dropped, and, seeing this, Nikola decided to camp. 

Choosing the- most sheltered spot wo could discover 
we cleared away the snow and erected our tents, and, 
when tin's was done, lit a tiro and picketed the re- 
maining donkeys. 1'he sick coolie? wo made as com- 
fortable as possible with all the clothing we could 
spare, but the trouble was of little avail, for at night- 
fall he too reached the end of his journey. 

By this time I must confess my own spirits had sunk 
down to the lowest depths. Nikola, however, was still 
undismayed. . 

“ The death of tliese men,” he said, " is a thing 
much to be regretted, but wo must not let it break us 
down altogether. What do you say if we take that 
follow out and bury him in the snow at once ? There 
is still light enough if we are quick about it.” 

Having no more clesire than he to spend the night 
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in the company of the poor man^s dead body, we 
lifted it up and carried it out to where a great drift 
of snow showed some fifty paces from our tent door. 
Hero wo deposited it and went back to the camp, 
leaving the softly falling flakes to cover him quite 
as effectually as wo could have done. But that even- 
ing two more unpleasant facts revealed themselves 
to us. Our two I’einaining donkeys were unable 
stand the rigour of the climate any longer, and were 
on the verge of dying. Seeing this, Nikola left the 
tent again, and taking his revolver with him, put an 
end to their sufferings. When they dropped he cut 
their throats, and then returned to the tent. 

" What did you do that for ? " I asked, at a loss to 
understand his last action. 

“If you want an explanation,” ho said quietly, 
“ examine the state of our larder, and then review 
our position. We are here on the tops of these 
mountains ; one track is like another ; where the 
monastery is T cannot tell you ; and now, to add to 
our sorrows, our provisions aro running short. Don- 
keys are not venison, but they arc better than cold 
snow. And now you know why I shot them.” 

Accordingly, next morning before we began our 
journey, we cut up all that was worth carrying with 
us^of the poor beasts. It was well that we did 
so, for our search for the monastery was no more 
successful on this occasion than it had been on the 
previous day. To add to the hopelessness of it all 
I was beginning to feel ill, while the one remaining 
coolie staggered on after us more like a galvanized 
corpse than a. Uvjjpig.inan. 

Sometimes in my dreams I live that dreadful time 
over again. I see the snow-covered country with its 
yawning precipices, gently sloping valleys, and tower- 
ing heights; I picture our weary, heart-sick trio, 
struggling on and on, sinking into the white shroud 
at every step, Nikola always in advance, myself toil- 



/ PLAY DRAUGRTS 2VJ 

ing after him, and the last coolie lagging in tlie rear. 
Round us the snow whirls and eddies, and overhead 
some groat bird soars, his pinions casting a black 
shadow on the otherwise speckless white. Then the 
dream invariably changes, and I find myself waking 
with a certain nameless but haunting terror upon 
me, for which I cannot account. 13 ut to return to 
my narrative. 

An hour before sundown the coolie dropped, and 
once more W(^ had to camp. If I live to he a hundred 
I shall not forget a single particular connected with 
that ghastly night. We were all so weak by this 
time that it was a matter of impossibility for ns to 
erect , a tent. A drowsiness that there seemed no 
withstanding had laid its finger upon us. Only the 
coolie could keep awake, and he chattered inco- 
herently to himself in his delirium. 

Bruce,” said Nikola about eight o\dock, coming 
round the fire to where I sat, ‘‘ this will never do. 
That poor fellow over yonder will be dead in half an 
hour, and if you don’t mind what you’re about you 
will soon follow suit. I’m going to set to work to 
keep you awake.” ^ 

So saying, this extraordinary individual produced 
his medicine chest, and opened it by the fire. Prom 
inside the cover he produced a tiny draught-board 
and a box of men. 

" May I have the pleasure of giving you a game ? ” 
he asked, as politely as if we were comparative 
strangers meeting in a London club. Half awake 
and half asleep, I nodded, and began to arrange my 
men. Then, when all was ready, we commenced to 
play, and before three moves had been executed, I 
had caught Nikola’s enthusiasm and was wide awake. 

Whether I played it well or ill I cannot remember. 
I only know that Nikola worked out his plans, pre^ 
V^vea strategies and traps for me, and not only that^ 
but executed them, too, as if he had not a thought ol 
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anything else on liis mind. Only stopping to throw 
wood upon th<5 fire, and once to soothe tlie coolie pist 
before liej died, we played on till daylight. Then, 
after a hasty breakfast, we abandoned everything 
we had, save the niedicine-cliest, our few remaining 
provisions, and such small articles as wti could stow 
about our j)ersoiis, and started off on what we both 
believed must certainly prove our last march. 

How strangle ar(5 tins workings of Fate ! As wo 
h'ft the brow of that liill, and prepared to desceml 
into the valh'y, we disc(*rned befonj us, oti the other 
sitl(s of the va.ll(\v, a great stone building. It was the 
monastery, in search of which we had come so far 
ami braved so much. 



CifAI^TWR XLIl 

TIIK MONASTKKY 

W T? stood mid looked ncross tlio vjdli\y, liardly 
aid ? to b(iliove that we. had at Inst arrived 
at the place of whicli wo liad lioard so innch. 
I'liere it stood gaunt and lonely, on the edge of the 
ravine, a dark grey collection of roofs and towers, and 
surrounded by a lofty wall. But, though we could 
sec it plainly enough before us, the chief question 
was How were we to reach it ? 'J'ho canon, to employ 
an American term, sti’otched to right and left of ns, 
as far as the eye could reach, in unbroken grandeur 
Certainly, on the* side upon which wo stood, the cliff 
slo]jod enough for an experienced mountaineer to 
clamber down, but^f^cross the ravine it rose a sheer 
precipice for fully 1,500 feet, and though I examined 
it'Carefiilly I could not scie a single place where even 
a goat could find a footing. 

. ^^It would take ns a week to go round,'' said 
I^ikola, wlieu lie had examined it Avitli his usual care ; 

and starving as w(* an? we should be dead before 
we got half way." 

Then what are we t<) <lo ? " 

'' Climb down into the valley, I suppose. It^s Hob- 
son's choice." 

"Tt will be a terrilile business," I said. 

" Yon will find death up here equally undesirable," 
he answered. l^ie wor.st of it is, however, I don't 
see how we are going to reacdi it when W(? dn get 
down there. But as it is within the sphere of prac- 
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tical politics, as they say, that we may break our 
necks on the way down, we liatl better postpone 
fnrtlier argument until wo know that we have arrived 
at the bottom with our lives. Come along then.^' 

For the next ten minutes we occupied ourselves 
searcliing the cliff for tho best climbing place. That 
once discovered wo crawled over the edge and began 
our descent. For the first fifty yards or so it was 
comparatively easy work ; we had nothing to do but 
to drop from rock to rock, nien matttu’S became 
more difiicnlt. An unbroken face of cliff, with only 
one small foothold iii nearly forty feet, had to be 
negotiated. The wall at Pekin was not to bo com- 
pared with it for difficulty, and, as I know to my cost, 
I had found that quite difficult enough. How we 
were to manage this seemed to me incomprehensible. 
But as usual Nikola was ecpial to tho occasion. 

^'Tako off your coat,'' he said, ^'and give it to 
me." 

I did as he ordered me, whereupon he djvested 
himself of his own, and then tied the sleeves of the 
two garments together. This done we crawled along 
to the opposite end of the lodge, where grew one of 
the stunted trees which provided tho only show of 
vegetation to be seen along the whole face of the 
cliff, and tied the end of the rope he had thus made, 
to a long and thick root which had straggled over 
the face of the cliff in the hope of finding a holding 
place. Thus we obtained an additional three feet, 
making in all nearly fifteen feet, which, when we had 
added our own length, should carry us down to the 
ledge with a foot to spare. 

As soon as those preparations were completed, we 
tossed up (strange relic of civilization !) for the honour 
of going first and testing its strength, and, of course, 
the position fell to Nikola, whom Fate willed should 
be first in everything. Before setting off he carefully 
examined the strap by which his treasured medicine- 
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chest was fastened round his neck, tjien with a nod 
of farewell to me knelt down upon the edge of the 
cliff, took the rope in his hands and began his des- 
cent. I have spent more enjoyable moments in my 
life than watching the strain upon that root. Of the 
coats themselves I had little fear ; they were of the 
best silk, and, save where the sleeves joined the body, 
were woven in one piece. However the root held, 
and prescmtly I heard Nikola calling to me to follow 
him. Not without a feeling of j /^epi dation I lowered 
myself and went down hand over hand. Though the 
rope was a comparatively short one it seemed cen- 
turies before I was anywhere near Nikola. Another 
three feet would find me on the ledge, and T was just 
congratulating myself on my cleverness when there 
was an ominous tearing noise on the cliff top, and the 
next moment I was falling backwards into mid-air. 
I gave myself up for lost, but fortunately the catas- 
trophe was not as serious as it might have been, for 
with that presence of mind which never deserted him 
Nikola braced himself against the wall and clutched 
the rope as it slid by. The result of his action was 
that the force of my fall was broken, and instead of 
falling on to the little plateau below, and probably 
breaking my neck, or at least an arm or leg, I swung 
against the cliff and then slipped easily to the 
ground. 

" Are you hurt ? ” cried Nikola from his perch 
above. 

More frightened than hurt,” I replied. Now, 
how are you going to get down ? ” 

Without vouchsafing any reply Nikola turned his 
face to the rock, went down upon his knees once 
more, and then clutching at the ledge lowered him- 
self and finally let go. He landed safely beside me, 
and having ascertained that his medicine chest was 
uninjured, went quietly across to where our coats had 
fallen and disengaged them from the broken root. 
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Then having handed me mine he donned his own 
and suggested that we should continue our downward 
journey without more ado. I believe if Nikola were 
to fall by accident into the pit of Tophet, and by 
the exercise of superhuman ingenuity succeeded in 
scrambling out again^ ho would calmly seat himself 
on the brink of the crater and set to work to discover 
of what chemical substances the scum upon his gar- 
ments was composed ! I can assort with truth that 
in the whole of my experience of him I never once 
saw him rc'ally disconcerted*. 

Our climb ft^m the plateau to the bottom of the 
valley — though still sufficiently dangerous to render 
it necessary that we should exercise the greatest 
caution — ^was not so difficult. At last we arrived at 
the foot, and, having looked up at the towering 
heights on either side of us, began to wonder what 
we had better do next. 

We had not long to wait, however, for it appears 
our arrival had been observed. The bottom of the 
valley was covered with soft turf, dotted here and 
there with enormous rocks. We had just arranged 
to proceed in a westerly direction, and were in the 
‘ act of setting out when our ears were assailed by a 
curious noise. It was more like the sound of a badly 
blown Alpine horn than anything else, and seemed 
to be echoed from side to side of the path. Then « 
voice coming from somewhere close to us, but whence 
we could not tell, said slowly : 

Who are ye who thus approach the dwelling in 
theclifP?" 

I am he whom ye have been told to expect,” sftid 
Nikola. 

Welcome !” said the same passionless voice. Then, 
after a pause : Go forward to yonder open space 
and wait.^’ 

All the time that the voice was speaking 1 had 
been carefully listening in the hope of. being able 
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to discover whence it came, but my exertions were 
useless. One moment it seemed to sound from my 
right, the next from my left. It had also a quaint 
metallic ring that made it still more difficult to detect 
its origin. To properly explain my meaning, I might 
say that it was like the echo of a voice the original 
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of which' could not be heard. The effect produced 
was most peculiar. 

When the voice had finished Nikola moved forward 
in the direction indicated, and I followed him. 

Arriving at the place, we stood in the centre of the 
open space and waited. For nearlj ten minutes we 
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looked about us wondering wliat would happen next. 
There was nothing to be seen in the valley save the 
green grass and the big rocks, and nothing to be 
heard but the icy wind sighing through the grass 
and the occasional note of a bird. Then from among 
the rocks to our right appeared one of the most ex- 
traordinary figures 1 liave ever seen in my life. He 
was little more than three feet in height, his shoulders 
were abnormally broad, liis legs bowed so that he 
could only walk on the sides of his feet, while his 
head was so big as to be out of all proportion to his 
body. He was attired in Chinese dress, even to the 
extent of a pigtail and a little round hat. Waddling 
towards us he said in a shrill falsetto : 

Will your Excellencies be honourably pleased to 
follow me ? 

Thereupon he turned on his heel and preceded us 
up the valley for nearly a hundred yards. Then, 
wheeling round to sec that wo were close behind him, 
he marched towards what looked like a hole in the 
cliff and disappeared within. Wo followed to find 
him standing in a large cave, bowing on the sand as 
if in welcome. On either side in rows were at least 
a dozen dwarfs, dressed in exactly the same fashion, 
and every one as small and ugly as himself. They 
held torches in their hands, and as soon as they 
saw that we were following, they set off up the 
cave, headed by the little fellow who had come to 
meet us. 

When we had penetrated into what seemed the 
bowels of the earth, we left the narrow passage and 
found ourselves confronted by a broad stone stair- 
case which wound upwards in spiral form. The pro- 
cession of dwarfs again preceded us, still without 
noise. It was a weird performance, and had it not 
been for the reek of the torches, and the fluttering 
of bats' wings as the brutes were disturbed by the 
flames and smoke, 1 should have been inclined to 
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imagine it part of some extraordinary dream; indeed, 
more than once 1 felt an impulse" to touch the 
stone wall in order to convince myself by its rough 
surface that I really was Awake. I could see that 
Nikola was fully alive to all that was passing^ and I 
noticed that he had adopted a demeanour consistent 
with the aged and important position he was supposed 
to be filling. Up and up the stairs wound, twisting 
and twining this way and that, till it almost made me 
giddy trying to remember how far we had come ; in- 
deed, my legs were nearly giving way under me, when 
we came to a halt before a large door at the top 
of the stairs. This was thrown open, and our party 
filed through. From the level of the doorway a dozen 
more steps conducted us to the floor above, and here 
we came to a second stop. On looking about us we 
discovered that we were in an enormous hall of 
almost cathedral proportions. The raftered roof , 
towered up for more than a hundred feet above our / 
heads; to right and left were arches of strange de-' 
sign, while at the further end was an eae^quisite win-> 
dow, the glass of which was stained blood-red. The 
whole place was wrapt in semi-darkness, and though 
it had the appearance of a place of worship, I could 
distinguish no altar or anj^hing to signify that it 
was used for sacred purposes. 

As we reached the top the dwarf, who had met us 
in the valley and headed the procession up the stoirs, 
signed to his followers to fall back on either nand 
and then led the way to a small square of masonry 
at the top of two steps and placed in the centre of 
the hall. Arriving there, he signed to us to take up 
our positions upon it, and himself mounted guard 
beside us. 

For fully ten minutes we remained standing there, 
looking towards the blood-red window, and waiting 
for what would happen next. The silence was most 
unpleasant, and 1 had to exercise all my powers of 
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self-control to prevent myself from allowing some 
sign of nervousness to escape me. 

Then, without any warning, a sound of softest 
music greeted our oars, which gradually rose from 
the faintest pianissimo to the crashing chords of a 
barbaric march. It continued for nearly five minutes, 
until two doors, one on either side of what might be 
termed the chancel, opened, and a procession of mon 
passed out. I call them men for the reason that I 
have no right to presume that they were anything 
else, But there was nothing in their appearance to 
support that theory. Each was attired in a long, 
black, gown which reached to his feet, his hands 
were hidden in enormous sleeves, and his head was 
wrapped in a thick veil, thrown back to cover the 
poll and shoulders, with two round holes left for the 
eyes. 

One after anotlier they filed out and took up their 
positions in regular order on either side of us, all 
facing towards tho window. 

When the last had entered, and the doors were 
closed again, service commenced. The semi-darkness, 
through which the great red window glared like an 
evil eye, the rows of weird, black figures, the mys- 
terious wailing cliant, and tho recollection of the 
extraordinary character I had heard given to the 
place and its inmates, only increased the feeling of 
awe that possessed me. 

When for nearly a quarter of an hour the monks 
had knelt at tlicir devotions, the muffled notes of a 
great bell broke upon our ‘ears. Then with one ac- 
cord they rose to their feet again and filed solemnly 
out by the doors through which they had entered. 
When the last had disappeared we were left alone 
again in the same unearthly silence. 

Wliat on earth does all this mean ? " said Nikola 
in a whisper. " Why doesn^t somebody come out to 
receive us ? " 
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" There is a charnel-house air about the place,” I 
answered, that is the very reverse of pleasant.” 

Hush ! ” said Nikola ; some one is coming.” 

As he spoke, a curtain in the chancel was drawn 
aside, and a man, dressed in the same fashion as those 
we had seen at their devotions a few minutes since, 
came down the steps towards us. When he reached 
the dais upon which we stood, he bowed, and 
beckoned to us with his finger to follow him. This 
we did, up the steps by which he had descended, and 
past the curtain. Here we found another flight of 
steps leading to a long corridor, on either side of 
which were many small cells. The only light obtain- 
able came from the torch which our guide had taken 
from a bracket on leaving the chancel, and now 
carried in his hand. 

Without stopping, the monk led us along the whole 
length of the corridor, then turned to his right 
hand, descended three more steps, and having drawn 
back another curtain, beckoned to us to pass him into 
a narrow but lofty room. It was plainly furnished 
with a table, a couple of stools, and a rough bed, and 
was lighted by a narrow slit in the wall about three 
inches wide by twenty-five deep. 

When we were both inside, our guide turned, and, 
approaching me, pointed first to myself and then 
to the room, as if signifying that this was for my 
use, then taking Nikola by the arm, he led him 
through another doorway in the corner to an inner 
apartment, which was evidently designed for his 
occupation. Presently he emerged again by himself, 
and went out still without speaking a word. A 
monient later Nikola appeared at his doorway, and 
invited me to inspect his abode. It was like mine in 
every particular, even to the bracket for a torch upon 
the wall. 

“ We are fairly inside now,” said Nikola, and we 
shall either find out what we want to know within 
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a very short space of time, or be sent to explore the 
mysteries of another world." 

" It's within the bounds of possibility that we shall 
do both," I answered. 

One thing, Bruce, before we go any further," ho 
said, not ^heeding my remark, ^^you must remember 
that this place is not like an ordinary Shamanist or 
Buddhist monastery where things are carried on slip- 
shod fashion. Here every man practises the most 
rigid self-denial possible, and, among other things, I 
have no doubt the meals will prove inadequate. Wo 
shall have to reconcile ourselves to many peculiar 
customs, and all the time we must keep our eyes wide 
open so that we may make the most of every chance 
that offers." 

don't mind the customs," I answered, "but I 
am sorry to hear about the meals, for to tell you the 
honest truth, at the present moment I am simply 
starving." 

"It can't be helped," replied Nikola. "Even if 
we don't get anything till to-morrow evening we shall 
have to grin and bear it." 

I groaned and went back to my room. It must 
have been nearly mid-day by this time, and we had 
eaten nothing since daybreak. I seated myself on 
my bed, and tried to reconcile myself to our position. 
I thought for some time, then a fit of drowsiness 
came over me, and before very long I was. fast asleep. 

For nearly two hours I must have remained un- 
conscious of what was going on around me. When I 
woke my hunger was even greater than before. I 
rose from my bed, and went in to look at Nikola, 
only to find that extraordinary man occupied in his 
favourite way — ^working out abstruse problems on the 
floor. I did not disturb him, but returned to my own 
apartment, and fell to pacing the floor like a caged 
beast* , I told myself that if I did not get a meal 
very soon I should do something desperate. 
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My hunger, however, was destined to be appeased 
before long. Just about sundown I heard the noise 
of footsteps in the corridor, and presently a bare- 
footed monk, dressed all in black, and wearing the 
same terrifying head-dress we had first seen in the 
great hall, made his appearance, carrying a large 
bowl in his hands. This he conveyed through my 
room and placed on Nikolais table. 

When ho entered, he found tlio hitter upon his 
knees engaged in his devotions, and I began to re- 
proach myself for having allowed him to catch mo 
doing anything else. 

The man had liardly left again, indeed, iho sound 
of his footsteps had not died away on tho stone stt*])s, 
b{‘fore I was in the inner room. 

Dinner is served,^^ said Nikola, and went across 
to the bowl upon the table. To my dismay it con- 
tained little more than a pint of the thinnest soup 
UKU’tal man ever set eyes on. In this ungenennis 
fluid floated a few grains of rice, but anything moj f» 
substantial tliere w\‘is none. There was neither spoon 
nor bread, so how vfo were to drink it, unless wo 
tilted the bowl up and poured it down our throats, I 
could not imagine. However, Nikola solved tho 
difficulty by taking from his medicine-chest a small 
travelling cup, which he placed in my hand. There- 
upon I set to work. Seeing that Nikola himself 
took scarcely more than a cupful, I remonstrated 
with him, but in vain. He said he did not want it, 
and that settled the matter, I accordingly finished 
what remained, and .when I had done so felt as 
hungry as ever. If this were to be the faro of the 
monastery, I argued, by the time we left it, if leave 
it we did, I should be reduced to a skeleton. 

When I had finished my meal, the long streak of 
light which had been under the window when we 
arrived, and had gradually crossed the floor, was now 
some feet up the opposite wall. A. little later it 
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vanished altogether. The room was soon in total 
darkness, and I can assure you my spirits were none 
of the best. I returned to Nikola’s apartment not in 
the most cheerful of humours. 

''This is very pleasant,” I said ironically. "Are 
they never going to receive us properly ? ” 

"All in good time,” he answered quietly. "We 
shall have enough excitement to last us a lifetime 
presently, and I don’t doubt that we shall be in some 
danger too.” 

" I don’t mind the danger,” I said ; " it is this 
awful waiting that harasses my nerves.” 

" Well, you won’t have long to wait. If I mistake 
not there is somebody coming for us now.” 

" How do you know that ? ” I asked. " I can’t 
hear anybody.” 

"Still they are coming,” said Nikola. "If I were 
you I should go back into my room and be ready to 
receive them when they arrive.” 

I took the hint, and returned to my apartment, 
where I waited with all the patience I could com- 
mand. 

How Nikola knew that some one was coming to 
fetch us I cannot tell, but this much is certain, within 
five minutes of his having warned me I heard a man 
come down the steps, then a bright light appeared 
upon the wall, and a moment later the same dwarf 
who had ushered us into the monastery entered my 
room carrying a torch in his hand. Seeing that he 
desired speech with Nikola, I held up my hand to him 
in warning, and then, assuming an air of the deepest 
reverence, signed him to remain where he was while 
I proceeded into the inner room. Nikola was on the 
alert, and bade me call the man to him. This I did, 
and ne:i^ moment the dwarf stood before him. 

" I am sent, oh stranger,” said the latter, " to sum- 
mon thee to an audience with the Great Ones of the 
Mountain*” 
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am pr(‘paivd/^ said Nikola solemnly. "Let iis 

Thereupon the dwarf turned himself about and led 
the way out into the corridor. I had no desire to be 
loft behind^ so I followed close at Nikola’s heels. 

We ascended first a long flight of steps, threaded 
the same corridor by which we had entered, mounted 
another flight of stairs, crossed a largo hall, and 
finaUy reached a small ante-chamber. Hero we were 
told to wait while the dwarf passed through a curtain 
and spoke to some one within. When he emergcxl 
again he drew back the covering of the doorway and 
signed to us to enter. We complied with his request, 
to discover a rather larger apartment, which was 
guarded by a monk in the usual dress. He received 
us with a bow, and also without speaking, conducted 
us to another room, the door of which was guarded 
by yet another monk. 

All this had a most depressing effect upon my 
nerves, and by the time we reached the last monk I 
was ready to jump away from my own shadow. I 
make these confessions, in the first place, because, 
having set my hand to the tale, I think I have5 no 
right to withhold anything connected with my adven- 
tujes, and in the secc^nd, because 1 don’t want to pose 
as a more courageous man than I really was, I have 
faced danger as many times as most men, and I don’t 
think my woi’st enemy could accuse me of cowardice, 
but I feel bound to confess that on this occasion 1 
was nervous. And who would not have been ? 

On reaching the last anteroom Nikola passed in 
ahead of me, without looking to right or left, his head 
bent, and his whole attitude suggestive of the deep- 
est piety. Here we were told to wait. The ihonk 
disappeared, and for nearly five minutes did not put 
in an appearance again. When he did he pointed to 
a door on the opposite side of the apartment, and 
requested that we would lose no time in entering. 
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We coTiiplied with liis request to find ourselves in a 
large room, the hangings of which were all of the 
deepest black. By the light of the torches, fixed in 
brackets on the walls, we could distinguish two men 
, seated in quaintly carved chairs on a sort of dais at 
the further end. They were dressed after the same 
Fashion as the monks, and for this reason it was quite 
impossible to discover whether they were young or 
old. As soon as wo got inside I came stiffly to atten- 
tion alongside the door, while Nikola advanced and 
stood before the silent couple on the dais. For some- 
moments no one sp<jke. Then the man on the right 
rose, and turning towards Nikola said : 

Who are ye, and by what right do ye thus brave 
our solitude f ” 

I am He of Hankow, of whom thou hast been in- 
formed,” answered Nikola humbly, with a low rever- 
ence. '^And I have come because thou didst com- 
mand.” 

What proof have we of that ? ” inquired the first 
spi'akor. 

''There is the letter sent forward by your mes- 
senger from the High Priest of the Llamaserai in 
Pekin, saying that I was coming,” replied Nikola, 
" and I have tliis symbol that ye sent to me.” ^ 

Here he exhibited the stick he had procured from 
Wetherell, and held it up that the other niiglit see. 

" And if this be true, what business have ye with 
usf” 

" I am here that I may do the bidding of the living 
and of the dead.” 

" It is well,” said the first speaker, and sat down 
again. 

For five minutes or so there was another silence, 
during which no one Spoke, and no one moved. I 
stood on one side of the door, the monk who had 
admitted us on the other; Nikola was before the 
dais, and on it, rigid and motionless, the two black 
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figures I have before described. When the silence 
had lasted the time I have mentioned I began to feel 
that if some one did not speak soon I .should have to 
do so myself. The suspense was terrible, and yet 
Nikola stood firm, never moving a muscle or showing 
a sign of embarrassment. 

Then the irian who had not yet spoken said 
quietly : 

'^Hast thou prepared thyself for the office that 
awaits thee ? 

^'Tf it should fall out as ye intend,'^ said Nikola, 

I am prepared.^^ 

" Art thou certain that thou hast no fi^ar ? " 

“ Of that I am certfiin,” he replied. 

And what knowledge hast thou of such things as 
will pertain to thy office ? 

To my surprise Nikola answered liutubly : 

" 1 have no knowledge, but as thou knowest I havof 
given my mind to the study of many things whicli' 
arc usually hid from the brain of man.” 

It is well,” answered this second man, after the 
manner of the first. 

There was another silence, and then the man who 
had first addressed Nikola said with an air of au- 
thprity : 

" To-morrow night wd will test thy knowledge and j 
thy courage. For the present prepare thyself and . 
wait.” 

Thereupon the monk at the doorway beckoned to 
Nikola to follow him. He did so, and I passed out of 
the room at his heels. Then we wore conducted back 
to our cells and loft alone for the night. 

As soon as our guide had departed I went in to 
Nikola, 

" What do you think of our interview ? ” I inquired. 

That its successor to-morrow evening will prove 
of sdme real importance to us,” he answered. '' Our 
adventure begins to grow interesting.” 
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** Bat are you prepared for all .the questions they 
will ask 

I cannot say,” said Nikola. I am remembering 
what I have l)eon taught and leaving tho rest to Fate. 
The luck which has attended us hitlicrto ought surely 
to carry us on to the end.” 

“ Well, let us hope notliing will go wrong,” 1 coii- 
tiuiiod. But 1 must confess I am not happy. I 
have seen more cheerful places than this monastery,, 
and as far as diet is concornod, commend me to the 
cheaf)e.st WhiiochH])el restaurant.” 

'^Help me through to the end, and you shall live in 
luxury for tho rest of your days.” 

Wo talked for a little while and then retired to 
bed. For one day we had surely had enough excite- 
ment ! 

Next day wo rose early, breakfasted on a small 
portion of rice, received no visitors, and did not leave 
our rooms all day. Only the monk who had bi'ought* 
us our food on the previous evening visited us, and, 
as on that occasion, he had nothing to say for him- 
self. Our cjveiiing meal was served at sundown, and 
consisted of the same meagre soup as before. Then 
darkness fell, and about the same time as on th'^ 
previous evening tho dwarf appeared to conduct us to 
the rendezvous. 
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AN ORDEAL 

W HEN we left our rooms on this occasion we 
turned to the right hand instead of to the 
left, and proceeded to a long corridor run- 
ning below that in which our cells were situated. 
Whereabouts in the monastery this particular passage 
was placed, and how its bearings lay with regard to 
the staircase by which we had ascended from the 
valley on the previous day, I could not discover. 
Like all the others, however, it was innocent of day- 
light, but was lighted by enormous torches, which 
again were upheld by iron brackets driven into the 
walls. Once during our march an opportunity was 
vouchsafed me of examining these walls for myself, 
when to my astonishment I discovered that they were 
not hewn out of thfe rock as I had supposed, but were , 
built of dressed stone of a description remarkably ( 
resembling granite. This being so, I realized, for the 
first time, that the cells and the corridors were built 
by human hands, but how long it could have taken 
the builders to complete such an enormous task was 
a calculation altogether beyond my powers. But to 
return to my narrative. 

From the corridor just described we passed down 
another flight of steps, then across a narrow landing, 
after which came another staircase. As we reached 
it our ears were assailed by a noise resembling distant 
thunder. 

What sound is that ? asked Nikola of our guide. 
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The dwarf did not answer in words^ but^ leading us 
along a side passage, held his torch above his head, 
and bade us look. 

For a moment the dancing flame prevented ua from 
seeing anything. Then our eyes became accustomed 
to the light, and to our amazement we discovered that 
we were standing on the very brink of an enormous 
precipice. In the abyss, the wind, which must have 
come in through some passage from the open air, tore 
and shrieked with a most dismal noise, while across 
the way, not more than twelve yards distant, fell the 
waters of a magnificent cataract. Picture to yourself 
that great volume of water crashing and roaring 
down through the darkness into the very bowels of 
the earth. The fall must have been tremendous, for 
no spray came up to us. All we could see was a mass 
of black water rushing past us. We stood and 
looked, open-mouthed, and when our wonder and 
chriosity wore satisfied as much as it ever would be, 
turned and followed our guide back to the place 
where wo had been standing when we had first heard 
the noise. At the other end of this corridor or land- 
ing, whichever you may please to term it, was a large 
stone archway, resembling a tunnel more than any- 
thing else, and at its mouth stood a monk. The 
dwarf went forward to him and said something in a 
low voice, whereupon he took a torch from the wall 
at his side and signed to us to follow him. The 
dwarf returned to the higher regions, while we 
plunged deeper still below the surface of the earth. 
Whether we were really as far down as we imagined, 
or whether the dampness was caused by some leakage 
from the cataract we had just seen, I cannot say; at 
any rate, the walls and floors were all streaming wet. 

. The passage, or tunnel, as I have more fittingly 
termed it, was a long one, measuring at least fifty feet 
from entrance to exit. When we had passed through 
it we stood in the biggest cave 1 have yet had the 
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good fortune to behold ; indeed^ so large was it that 
in the half-dark it was with the utmost difficulty 1 
could see the other side. Our guide -led us across 
the first transept into the main aisle and then left us. 
No sign .of furniture of any kind — either stool, altar, 
or dais — ^was to bo seen, and as far as we could judge 
there was not a living soul within call. The only 
sound to be heard was the faint dripping of water, 
which seemed to come from every part of the cave. ^ 
“ This is eerie enough to suit any one,^' I whispered / 
to Nikola.'^ I hope the performance will soon com- 
mence.” 

Hush I ” he said. " Be careful what you ^ay, for 
you don’t know who may overhear you.” 

He had hardly spoken before the first mysterious 
incident of the evening occurred. We were standing 
facing that part of the cavern which had been on our 
right when we entered. The light was better in that 
particular spot than anywhere else, and I am pre- 
pared to swear that at that instant, to the best of my 
belief, there was not a human being between ourselves 
and the wall. Yet as we looked a shadow seemed 
to rise out of the ground before us ; it came closer, 
and as it came it took human shape. The trick was 
a clever one and its* working puzzles me to this day. 
Of course the man may have made his appearance 
from behind a pillar, specially arranged for tho pur- 
pose, or he may have risen from a trap-door in the 
fioor, though personally I consider both these things 
unlikely ; the fact however remains, come he did. 

" By your own desire, and of no force applied by 
human oeings,” he said, addressing Nikola, thou art 
here asking that the wisdom of our order may be 
revealed to thee. There is still time to draw back if 
thou wouldst.” 

I have no desire to draw back,” Nikola answered 
firmly. 

So be it,” said the man. ” Then follow mo ” 
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Nikola moNred forward^ and I was about to accom- 
pany him when the man ahead of us turned^ and 
pointing to me said, — 

"Come no farther I It is not meet that thou 
shouldst see what is now to be revealed/^ 

Nikola faced me and said quietly, " Remain." 

Having given this order he followed the other along 
the cave and presently disappeared from my sight. 

For some minutes I stood where they had left me, 
listening to the dripping of the water in the distant 
parts of the cave, watching the bats as they flitted 
swiftly up and down the gloomy aisles, .and wonder- 
ing into what mysteries Nikola was about to be initi- 
ated. The silence was most oppressive, and every 
moment that I waited it seemed to be growing worse. 
To say that I was disappointed at being thus shelved 
at the most important point in our adventure would 
scarcely express my feelings. Besides, I wanted to 
be at Nikolais right hand should any trouble 
occur. 

As I waited the desire to know more of what he 
was doing grow upon me. I felt that come wliat 
might 1 must be present at the interview to which 
he had been summoned. No one, I argued, would 
be any the wiser, and even if by chance they should 
discover that I had followed them, I felt I could 
trust to my own impudence and powers of invention 
to explain my presence there. My mind was no 
sooner made up than I set off down the cave in the 
direction in which they had disappeared. Arriving 
at the fui*ther end I discovered another sm(hll passage, 
^from which led still another flight of steps. SoMy 
I picked my way down them, at the same time 
trying to reason out in my own mind how deep in the 
mountain we were, but as usual 1 could come to no 
satisfactory conclusion. 

When I arrived at the bottom of the steps, I stood 
in a peculiar sort of crypt, supported by pillars^ and 
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surrounded on all sides by tiers of niches, or shelves, 
cut, after the fashion of the Roman catacombs, in the 
solid rock. This dismal place was lighted by three 
torches, and by their assistance I was able to^ discern in 
each niche a swaddled-up human figure. Not with- 
out a feeling of awe I left the steps by which I had 
descended and began to hunt about among the pillars 
for a doorway through which I miglit pass into the 
room below, where Nikola was engaged with the 
Great Ones of the Mountains. But though I searched 
for upwards of ten minutes, not a sign of any such 
entrance could I discover. I was now in a curious 
position. I had left my station in the larger cave 
and, in spite of orders to the contrary, had followed 
to witness what was not intended for niy eyes; in 
that case, supposing the door at the top wore sliut, 
and I could find no other exit, I should be caught 
like a rat in a trap. To make matters worse, I 
should have disobeyed the strict cojnmand of the 
man who had summoned Nikola, and I should also 
have incurred the blame of Nikola himself. Remem- 
bering how rigorously he had dealt with those who 
had oft'ended him before, I resolved in my own mind 
to turn back while I had the chance. But just as I 
was about to do so,'' something curious about the base 
of one of the pillars, to the right of where I stood, 
caught my eye. It was either a crack magnified by 
the uncertain light of the torches, or it was a door- 
way cleverly constructed in the stonework, and which 
had been improperly closed. I approached it, and, 
inserting Yhe bl^e of my knife, pulled. ' It opened 
immediately, revealing the fact that the entire pillar 
was hollow, and, what was more important to me, 
that it contained a short wooden ladder which led 
down into yet another crypt. 

In an instant my resolution to return to the up'per 
cave was forgotten. An opportunity of discovering 
thoir business was presented to me, and come what 
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might I was going to make the most of it. Pulling 
the door open to its full extent I crept in and went 
softly down the ladder. By the time I reached the 
bottom I was in total darkness. For a moment I was 
at a loss to understand the reason of thij^, as I could 
plainly hoar voices ; but by dint of feeling I dis- 
covered that the place in whicli 1 stood was a sort 
of ante-chamber to a room beyond, the door of which 
was only partially shut. My sandals made no noise 
on the stone floor, and I was therefore able to creep 
up to the entrance of the inner room witliout excit- 
ing attention. What a sight it was that met ray eyes ! 

The apartment itself was not more than fifty feet 
long by thirty wide. But instead of being like all 
the other places through wliich I ]i 9 .d passed, an 
ordinary cave, this one was floored and wainscoted 
with woodwork now black with age. How higt it 
was I could not guess, for the walls wont up and up 
until I lost them in the darkness. Of furniture the 
room boasted but little ; there was, l^owcver, a long 
and queer-shaped table at the further end, another 
near the door, and a tripod brazier on the left-hand 
side. The latter contained a mass of live coal, and, 
as there was some sort of forced draught behind it, 
it roared like a blacksmith's forge. 

Nikola, when I entered, was holding what looked 
like a phial in his left hand. The black-hooded men 
I had expected to find there I could not see, but 
standing by his side were two dressed in a totally 
different fashion. 

The taller of the pair was a middle-aged man^ 
almost bald, boasting a pleasant, but slightly Semitic 
cast of countenance, and wearing a short black beard. 
His companion, evidently the chief, differed from him 
in almost every particular. To begin with, he was 
the oldest man I have ever seen in my life able to 
move about. He was small and shrivelled almost be- 
yond belief, his skin was as yellow as parchment, and 
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hia bones, whenever he moved, looked as if they must 
certainly cut through their coverings. His counten- 
ance bore ' unmistakable traces of having once been 
extremely handsome, and was now full of intellectual 
beauty; at &e same time, however, I could not help 
feeling certain that it was not the face of an Asiatic. 
Like his companion he also wore a beard, but in his 
case it was long and snow-white, which added materi- 
ally to his venerable appearance 

My son,” he was saying, addressing himself to 
Nikola, ‘^hitherto thou hast seen the extent to which the 
particular powers of which we have been sp^kking 
can be cultivated by a life of continual prayer and 
self-denial. Now thou wilt learn to what extent our 
soot has bonefitod by t'arthly wisdom. Remember 
always that from time immemorial there have been 
thost5 among us who have given up their lives to 
the study of the frailties and imperfections of this 
human frame. .The wonders of medicine and all thof 
arts of h(3aling have come down to us from years 
’that date from before the aj)Otl^^eosis of the ever-; 
blessed Ihiddlia. Day and night, generation after 
generation, century after century in these caves those 
of our faith have been studying and adding to the, 
knowledge which our forefathers possessed. Remote 
as we are from it, every fresh discovery of the 
Western or Eastern world is known to us, and to 
the iniplcments with which our forefathers worked ^ 
wo have added everything helpful that man has in- - 
vented since. In the whole world there are none 
who hold the secret of life and death in their hands 
as we do. Wouldst thou have an example? There 
is a case at present in the monastery.” 

As. he spoke he struck a gong han^'np^ upon the 
wall, and almost before the sound had died away a 
monk appeared to answer it. The old fellow said 
something to -^him, and immediately he retired by 
the way he had come. Five minutes later he reap- 
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poarod, followed by aiiotlier monk. Between tbem 
they bore a stretcher, on which lay a human figure. 
The old man signed to them to place him in the 
centre of the room, which they did, and retired. 

As soon as they had departed Nikola was invited 
to examine the person upon the stretcher. He did 
so, almost forgetting, in his excitement, his role of an 
old man. For nearly five minutes he bent over the 
patient, who lay like a log, then he rose and turned 
to his companions. 

"A complete case of paralysis,^^ he said. 

You are assured in your own mind that it is com- 
plete ? inquired the old man. 

Perfectly assured, said Nikola. 

Then pay heed, for you are about to witness the 
poweu; which the wisdom of all the iigcs has given us.^^ 

Tdruing to his companion he took from his hand a 
small iron ladle. This ho placed upon the brazier, pour- 
ing into it about a tablespoonful of the mixture con- 
tained in the phial, which, when I first looked, Nikola 
had been holding in his hand. As the ladle became 
heated, the liquid, whatever it may liavo been, threw 
:o£E a tiny vapour, the smell of which reminded me 
somewhat of a mixture of sandal-wood and camphor. 

By the time this potion was ready for use the 
second man had divested the patient of his garments. 
What remained of the medicine was thereupon forced 
into his mouth, that and his noStiils were bound up, and 
after he had lost consciousness, which he did in less 
than, a minute, he^as anointed from head to toe with 
some penetrating unguent. Just as the liquid, when 
heating on the brazier, had done, this ointment threw 
off a vapour, which hung about the body, rising into 
the air to the height of about three inches. For 
something like five minutes this ^^alation^continued, 
then it began to die away, and as soon as it had done 
so the unguent was again applied, after which the two 
jx^en kneaded the bo^ in somewhat the same fj^iion 
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as tlint adopted by masseurs. So far tbe colour of 
the man’s skin bad been a' sort of ziitc wliito, now it 
gradually assumed the appearance of tliat of a hoaltby 
man. Once more the massage treatment was begun, 
and when it was finished the limbs began to twitch 
in a spasmodic fashion. At the end of half an hour 
the bandage was removed from the mouth and nos- 
trils, also the plugs from the ears, and the man, who 
had hitherto lain like one asleep, opened his eyes. 

^^Move thy arms,” said the old man with an air 
of command. 

Tlie patient promptly did as he was commanded. 

" Bend thy legs.” 

He complied with the order. 

Stand upon thy feet.” 

He rose from the stretcher and stood before them, 
apparently as strong and hearty a man as one ccjlld 
wish to see. 

To-morrow this treatment shall be repeated, and 
the day following thou slialt bo cured. Now go and 
give thanks,” said the old man with impressive stern- 
ness. Then, turning to Nikola, he continued, — 

Thou hast seen our powers. Could any man in 
the world without 4hese walls do as much ? ” 

'^Nay, they are ignorant as earthworms,” saidj 
Nikola. But I praise Buddha for the raan^s relief.” 

" Praise to whom praise is due,” answered the old 
fellow. And now, having seen so much, it is fitting 
that thou shouldst go further, and to do so it is 
necessary that we put a»de the jprtain that divides 
man’s life from >4.eath. Art thou afraid f ” 

Nay,” said Nikola, I have no fear.” 

is well said,” remarked the elder man, and 
again he struck the gong. ^ 

The monk having appeared in answer he gave 
him arf order and the man immediately withdrew. 
When he returned, he and his companion brought 
with them another stretcher, upon which was placed 
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tlie dead body of a man. The monk having with- 
drawn the old priest said to Nikola, — 

‘^Gaze upon this person, my son; his earthly pil- 
grimage is over*; he died of old age to-day. He was 
one of our lay brethren, and a devout and holy man. 
rt is meet that he should conduct thee, of whose piety 
we have heard so much, into our great inner land 
of knowledge. Examine him for thyself, and be 
sure that the spirit of life has really passed out of him.^' 

Nikola bent over the bier and did as he was re- 
quested. At the end of his examination ho said 
quietly,— 

"It is oven as thou sayest; the brother's life is 
departed from him.^’ 

" Thou art convinced of the truth of thy words ? 
inquired the second man. 

"I am convinced,^^ said Nikola. 

" Then I will once more show thee what our science 
can do.^^ 

With the assistance of his colleague he brought 
what looked like a large electric battery and placed 
it at the dead man^s feet. The priest connected cer- 
tain wires with the body, and, having taken a handle 
in either hand, placed himself in position, and shut 
his eyes. Though I craned my head round to see, I 
could not tell what he did. But this much is certain, 
after a few moments he swayed himself b||i^ards 
and forwards, seemed to breathe with difficiuty; and 
finally became almost rigid. Then came a long pause, 
lasting perhaps three minutes, at the end of which 
time he opened his eyes, raised his right arm, and 
pointed with his forefinger at the dead man’s face. 
As he did so, to my horror, I saw the eyes open ! 
Again he seemed to pray, then he pointed at the 
right arm, whereupon the dead man lifted it and 
folded it upon his breast, then at his left, which fol- 
lowed suit. When both the white hands were in this 
position he turned to Nikola and said, — 
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" Is there aught in thy learning can give thee the 
pow(»r to do that ? 

There is nothing/^ said Nikola, whom I could see 
was as much ama/iod as I was. 

J3ut our power does not end thoro/^ said the old 
man. 

Oh, wonderful fatlier ! what further canst thou 
teach mo ? asked Nikola. 

The man did not answer, but again closed liis eyes 
for a few moments. Then, still holding the Jiandles 
but pointing them towards the dead man, ho cried in 
a loud voice, — 

Ye who are d(’ad, arise ! ** 

And then — but I do not expect you will believe mo 
wlien I toll it — that man who had been Um hours 
dead, rose little by little from his bier and at last 
stood before us. I continued to watch wliat hap- 
jxmed. I saw Nikola start forward as if carried out 
of himself. I saw the second man extend his arm 
to hold him back, and then the corpse fell in a heap 
upon the floor. The two men instantly sj>rang for- 
ward, lifted it up, and placed it upon the stretcher 
again. 

Art thou satisfiwlf inquired the old man. 

" I am filled with wonder. Is it possible that I ca^ 
see more ? ” said Nikola, 

“ I^j^wouldst see more ? asked the chief of the 
Two ihft' sepulchral tone, "Then, as a last proof of 
our power, before thou takest upon thee the final 
vows of our order, when all our secrets must be re- 
vealed to thee, thou shalt penetrate the Land of 
Shadows, and sec, as far as is possible for human 
eyes, the dead leaders of our order, of all the ages, 
stand before you.” 

With that he took from a bag hanging round his 
waist a handful of wdjat looked like dried herbs. 
These he threw upon the fire, and almost instantly 
the room was filled with a dense smoke. For some 
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few seconds I could distinguish nothing, then it drew 
slowly off, and little by little I seemed to see with an 
extraordinary clearness. Whether it was that 1 was 
hypnotized, and fancied I saw wliat I am about to 
describe, or whetlier it really happened as I say, I 
shall never know. One thing, however, is certain — 
the room was filled with the shadowy figures of men. 
I They wore of all ages, and apparently of all nations, 
l Some wore Chinese, some were Cingalese, some were 
’Thibetans, wliile one or two were certainly Aryans, 
and for all I know to the contrary, might have been 
English. The room was filled with tlicm, but there 
was something plainly unsubstantial about them. 
They moved to and fro without sound, yet with 
regular movements. 1 watched thei'n, and as I 
watched, a terror, such as I had never known in 
my life before, came over me. 1 felt that if 1 did 
not got out of the room at once I should fall upon 
the floor in a fit. In this state I made my way to- 
wards the door by which 1 had entered, fled up the 
ladder, through the crypt, and then across the cave 
to the place where 1 liad stood when Nikola had left 
me, and then fell fainting upon the floor. 

How long I remained in this swoon I cannot tell, 
but when 1 came to myself again I was still alone. 

It must have been quite an hour later when Nikola 
joined me. The monk who had brought us into the 
hall accompanied him, and led us towards the tunnel. 
There the dwarf received us and conducted us back 
to our apartments. 

Once there, 'Nikola, without vouchsafing me a word, 
retired into the inner room, I was too dazed, and, 
I will confess, too frightened by what I had seen ta 
feel equal to interviewing him, so I left him alone. 

Presently, however, he came into my room, and 
crossing to where I sat On my bed, placed his hand 
kindly upon my shoulder. I looked up into his face, 
which was paler than 1 had ever seen it before. 
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Bruce/' lie said, not without a little touch of 
regret inijiis voice, ‘^how was it that you did not 
do what^ou were told ? " 

It was my cursed curiosity," I said bitterly. 

But do not think I am not sorry. 1 would give ' 
all I possess in the world not to have seen what I 
saw in that room." 

But you have seen, and nothing will cvcjr take 
away that knowledge from you. You will carry it 
with you to tho grave." 

“Tlui grave," I answered bitterly. “What hopo 
is tlu're oven in th(3 grave aftiu* what we hn-vo seen 
to-night ? Oh, for Heaven's sake, Nikola, let us got 
out of this plUfCO to-night if possible." 

“So you are afraid, are you ?" he answered with a 
strange expression on his face. I did not think you 
would turn coward, Bruce." 

“In this I am a coward," I answered. “Give me 
something to do, something human to fight, some 
tangible danger to face, and 1 am your man I But I 
am not fit to fight against the invisible." 

“ Come, come, cheer up ! " said Nikola. “ l^hings 
ai ’0 progressing splendidly with us. Our identity lias 
not been questioned ; we have been received by tho 
heads of the sect as the people we pretend to be, and 
to-morrow 1 am to be raised to tho rank of one of the 
Three. Tho remaining secrets will then bo revealed 
to me, and when I have discovered all I Avant to 
•know, we will go back to civilization once more. 
Think of what I may have achieved by thi^s time to-( 
morrow, 1 tell you, Bruce, such an opportunity 
might never come to a Western man again. It will 
be invaluable to me. Think of this, and then it will 
help your pluck to go through with it to the end I " 

“ If I am not asked to see such things as I saw to- 
night, it may," I answered, “ but not unless." 

“You must do me the credit to remember you 
were not asked to see them.” 
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"I know that, and I have puiil severely for iny 
disobedience/' 

Then let us say no more about it. Kemember, 
Bruce, I trust you/' 

^'You need have no fear," 1 said, after a pause, 
lasting a few moments. Even if 1 could get out of 
it, for your sake 1 would go through witli it, come 
what might." 

1 thank you for that assurance. Ciood-night." 

So saying, Nikola retired to his room, and 1 laid 
myself down upon my bed, but, you may be sure, it 
was not to sleep. 
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HOW NIKOLA WAS INSTALLED 

A S soon as 1 woke next morninfs^ 1 went into 
Nikolais 1 * 00111 . To rny surprise he was not 
there. Nor did he put in an appearance until 
nearly an hour later. When he did, 1 ct)iild see 
that he was completely exhausted, though he tried 
liard not to show it. 

AV’^hut hav^e you been doing ? I asked, meeting 
him on the threshold with a question, 

“Qualifying mysell for my position by beung initi- 
ated into more mysteries,'^ lie answered. “ Bruce, if 
you could have seen all that I have done since mid- 
night to-night, T verily believe it would be impossible 
for you ever to be a happy man again. When I toll 
you that what I have witnessed has even frightened 
me, you will reali74je sometliing of what I mean.^’ 

“ What have you seen ? ” 

“ I have been shown the flesh on the mummified 
bodies of m^n who died nearly a thousand years ago 
made soft and healthy as that of a little child ; 1 
have seen such surgery as the greatest operator in 
Europe would consider impossible ; I have been 
shown a new ansesthctic that does not deprive the 
patient of his senses, and yet renders him impervious 
to pain ; and I have seen other things, such that 1 
dare not describe them even to you.^' 

“ And you were not tempted to draw back ? " 
“Only once,” answered Nikola candidly. “For 
nearly a minute, I will confess, I hesitated, but 
eventually I forced myself to go on. That once 
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accomplislied, the rest was easy. But I must not 
stay talking liore. To-day is going to be a big day 
with us. I sliall go and lie down in order to recoup 
my energies. Call me if I am wanted, but otherwise 
do not disturb me.^^ 

Ho wont into the inner room, laid himself down upon 
his bod, and for nearly two hours slept as peacefully 
as a little cliild. Tlie morning meal was served soon 
after sunrise, but 1 did not wake him for it; indeed, 
it was not until nearly mid-day that he made his 
appearance again. When lie did, we discussed our 
position more fully, weighed the pros and cons more 
carefully, and speculated still further as to what 
the result of our adventure would bo. Somehow a 
vague feeling of impending disaster had taken 
possession of me. 1 could not rid myself of the 
beli(*f that before the day was over wo should find 
our success in some way reversed, I told Nikola 
as much, but he only lauglied, and uttered his usual 
reply to the effect tliat, disaster or no disaster, lio was 
not going to give in, but would go through wu’th it 
to the bitter end, whatever the upshot might be. 

About two o’clock in the afternoon a dwarf put 
in an appearance, and intimated that Nikola’s pre- 
stmeo Avas required in the great hall. He immediately 
left the cell, and remained away until dusk. When 
ho returned he looked more like a ghost than a 
man, but even then, tired as he undoubtedly was, 
his iron will would not acknowledge such a thing as 
fatigue. Barely vouchsafing me a word he passed 
into the inner room, to occupy himself there until 
nearly eight o’clock making notes and writing up 
a concise account 6f all that he had seen. I sat on 
my bed watching the dancing of his torch flame 
upon the wall, and feeling about os miserable as 
it would be possible for a man to be. Why* I 
should have been so depressed I cannot say. But 
it certain that everything served to bring back 



THE CAVE AGAIN 


269 


to me my present position. I thought of my old 
English school, and wondered if I ^ad been told 
then what was to happen to me in later life whether 
I should have believed it. I thought of Gladys, my 
pretty sweetheart, and asked myself if I shoijld ever 
see her again ; and I was just in the act of drawing 
the locket she had given me from beneath my robe, 
when my ear caught the sound of a footstep on the 
stones outside. Next moment the same uncanny 
dwarf who had summoned iis on the previous evening 
made nis appearance. Without a word ho pointed to 
the door of the inner room. I supposed the action to 
signify that those in authority wished Nikola to come 
to thorn, and went in and told him so. Ho immedi- 
ately put away his paper and pencil, and signed to 
me to leave his room ahead of him. The dwarf pre- 
ceded us, I came next, and Nikola following me. 
In this fashion we made our way up one corridor 
and down another, ascended and descended in- 
numerable stairs, and at last reached the tunnel of 
the great cavern, tlio same in which we had passed 
through such adventures on the preceding night. 
On this occasion the door was guarded by fully a 
dozen monks, whd fomed into two lines to let us 
pass. 

If the cave had been bare of ornament when we 
visited it the previous night, it was now altogether 
different. Hundreds of torches flamed from brackets 
upon the walls, distributed their ruddy glare upon 
the walls and ceiling, and were reflected, as in a 
million diamonds, in the stalactites hanging from 
the roof. 

At the farther end of the great cavern was a large 
and beautifully decorated triple throne, and opposite 
it, .but half-way down the hall, a dais covered with 
a rich crimson cloth bordered with heavy bullion 
fringe. As we entered we were greeted with the 
same mysterious music we had heard on the day of 
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our arrival. It grew louder and louder until wc 
reached the dais, and then, just as Nikola took up 
his place at the front, and I mine a little heliind him, 
began to die slowly away again. When it had ceased 
to sound a great bell in the roof above our heads 
struck three. The noise it made was almost deafen- 
ing. It seemed to fill the entire cave, then, like the 
music above mentioned, to die slowly away again. 
Once more the same number of strokt's were rejieatod, 
ami once more the .sound died away. When it could 
no longcM’ bo heard, curtains at the further end were 
drawn hack, and th(^ monks commenced to file shnvly 
in from either .sid(', just as they had done at the first 
servitjo after our arrival. There must have beem 
lu'arly four liundi’ed of them; they were all dressed 
in black and all woi'e the .same peculiar head-covering 
I have described elsewhere. 

When th(*y had taken their places on either .side 
of the dais ujion which wo .stood, the curtain which 
covered the doorway, through which I had fol- 
lowed Nikola down into the subterranean chand)er 
the night before,' w'as drawn aside and another pro- 
ce.ssion entered. First came the dwarfs, to thn num- 
ber of thirty, each carrying a lighted torch in liis 
hand ; following them were nearly a hundred monks, in 
white, .swinging censer.s, then a dozen grey-bearded 
priests in black, but ivithout the head-covering, after 
which the two men who were the heads of this extra- 
ordinary sect. 

Reaching the throne the procession divided itself 
into two parts, each half taking up its position in the 
form of a crescent on either side. The two heads 
seated themselves beneath the canopy, and exactly at 
the moment of their doing so the great bell boomed 
forth again. As its echo died Sway all the monks 
who had hitherto been kneeling rose to their feet and 
with one accord took up the hymn of their sect. 
Though the music and words were barbaric in the 
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extreme, there was something about the effect pro- 
duced that stirred the heart beyond dc'seription. The 
hymn ceased as suddenly as it had begun, and then, 
from among the white-robed monks beside tlietlirono, 
a man stepped forth with a paper in his hand. In a 
loud voice ho proclaimed the fact that it had jdeased 
the two (Ireat Ones of the Mountains to fill the 
vacancy wliich had so long existed in tlie triumvirate. 
For that reason tlu^y had summoned to their pn*.sence 
a man who bore a ropiitaiion for wisdom and iioliness 
second to non(3. Him they now saw before thorn. 
He had rendered good service to tlie Society, lie had 
been proved to be a just man, and now it only re- 
mained for him to state whether ho was willing to 
take upon himself the responsibilities of the office to 
which he had been called. Having finished his 
speech, the man retired to his jdace again. Then 
four of the monks in white, two from either side of 
the throne, walked slowly down the aisle towards 
Nikola, and, bidding him follow them, (‘scortod him 
in jirocession to the room behind the curtain. While 
he was absent from the cave no one moved or spoke. 

At the end of something like ten minutes the small 
prbce.ssion filiMl out again, Nikola coming last,^ Ho 
was now attired in all the grand robes of his oifice. 
His tall, spare form and venerable disguise became 
them wonderfully well, and when ho once more stood 
upon the dais before me I could not help thinking I 
had never in my life seen a more imposing figure. 

Again the great bell tolled out, and when the sound 
had ceased, the man who had first spoken stepped 
forward and in a loud voice bade it bo known to 
all present that the ex-priest of Hankow was pre- 
pared to take upon himself the duties and responsi- 
bilities of his office. As ho retired to his place again 
two monks came forward and escorted Nikola up the 
centre aisle towards the triple throne. Ati*iving at 
the foot the two Great Ones threw off the veils they 
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had hitherto been wearing, and came down to meet 
him. Having each extended a hand, they were about 
to escort him to his place when there was a commo- 
tion at the end of the hall. 

In a flash, though so far the sound only consisted 
of excited whispering, all my forebodings rushed back 
upon me, and my heart seemed to stand still. The 
CJiief of the Three dropped Nikola’s hand and, turn- 
ing to one of the tuonks beside him, bade him go 
down the hall and discover what this unseemly inter- 
ruption might mean. Tho man went, and was absent 
for some few minutes. When he returned it was to 
report that there was a stranger in the monastery 
who craved immediate speech with the Ihvo on a 
matter concerning the election about to take place, 
lie was ordered to enter, and in a few minutes 
a trav(‘l-stained, soiled and bedraggled Chinaman 
made his appearance and humbly approached the 
throne. His four followers remained clustered round 
tho door at the further end. 

“ Who art thou, and whaf is thy business here ? ” 
asked the old man in a voice that rang like a trumpet 
call. “ Tliinkost thou that thou wilt be permitted to 
disturb us in this unseemly fashion ? ” 

I humbly sue for pardon. But I have good rea- 
son, 0 my father !” returned the man, with a rever- 
ence that nearly touched the ground. 

" Let us • hear it then, and bo speedy. What is 
thy name, and whence comest thou ? ” 

I am the Chief Frie^ft of the temple of Hankow y and 
I eome asking for justice ! " said the man, and as he 
said it a great murmur of astonishment ran through 
the hall. I saw Nikola step back a pace and then 
stand quite still. If it were the truth this man was 
telling we were lost beyond hope of redemption. 

Thou foolish man to come to us with so false a 
story ! ” said the elder of the Two. Knowest thou 
net that the Priest of Hankow stands before thee ? ” 
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''It is false!” said the man. "I come to warn 
you that that man is an impostor. Ue is no priest, 
but a foreign doyil who captured me and sent me out 
of the way while he took my place.” 

" Then how didst thou got here ? ” asked the chief 
of the sect. 

" I escaped,” said the man, " from among those 
whom he paid to keep me, and made my way to 
Tientsin, thence to Pekin, and so on here.” 

"0 my father!” said Nikola, just as quietly as if 
nothing unusual were happening, "wilt tliou allow 
such a cunningly-devised tahi to do me evil in thy 
eyes ? Did I not bring with me a letter from the 
High Priest of the Llamascrai, making known to thee 
that I am ho wlioin thou didst expect ? Wilt thou 
then put me to shame before the world ? ” 

The old man did not answer. 

too, have a letter from the High Priest,” said 
Jie new arrival eagerly. Whereupon lie j^roduced 
a tloeument and luuidod it to the second of the 
Two. 

" Peace ! peace ! We will retire and consider upon 
this matter,” said the old man. Then turning to the 
monks beside hiin'lic said sternly : " See that neither 
of these men escape.” After which he retired with 
his colleague to the inner room, whence they had ap- 
peared at the beginning of the ceremony. 

In perfect silence we awaited tlieir return, and dur- 
ing the time they were absent, I noticed a curious 
fact that I had remarked once or twice in ray life 
before. Thougli all day I had been dreading the 
approach of some catastrophe, when it came, and I 
had to look it fairly in the faee, all my fears vanished 
like mist before the sun. My nervousness left me 
like aHiscarded cloak/ and so certain seemed our fate 
that I found 1 could meet it with almost a smile. 

At the end of about twenty minutes there was a 
stir near the door, and presently the Two returned 
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and mounted their thrones. It was the old Tnan who 
sj)ok(‘. 

We have considered the letters/Mie said, ^^and in 
our wisdom we have concluded that it would be wisest 
to postpone onr judgment for awhile. This matter 
must bo further inquired into.^^ Then turning to 
Nikola, he continued: “Take ofE those vestments. 
If thou art inn<icent they shall bo restored to thee, 
and thou shalt wear them with lionoui* to thyself and 
the respect of all our order ; but if tliou art guilty, 
prepare for death, for no human soul shall save 
thee.” 

Nikola immediately divested himself of his gor- 
geous robes, and handed them to the monks who 
stood ready to receive them. 

Thou wilt now,” said the old man, bo conducted 
bjn*k to the cells thou hast hitherto occupknl. To- 
night at a Inter hour this matter will be considered 
again.” 

Nikola bowed with his peculiar grace, and then 
came back to where I stood, after which, escorted by 
a double number of monks, we returned to our rooms 
and were left, alone, not however before we had noted 
the fact that armed guards were placed at the gate at 
the top of the steps leading into the main corridor. 

When I had made sure that no one was near 
enough to eavesdrop, I went into Nikola's room, ex- 
pecting to find him cast down by the failure of liit, 
scheme. I was about to offer him my condolences, 
but ho stopped mo by holding up his hand. 

Of course,” he said, I regret exceedingly that 
our adventure should have^ended like this. We must 
not grumble, however, for we have the satisfaction of 
knowing that we have played our cards like men. 
We have lost on the odd trick, that is all.” 

And what is the upshot of it all to be ? ” 

"Yory simple, I should say. If we don't find a 
way to escape wo shall pay the penal ty^of our rash- 
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ness with our lives. I don’t know that I mind so 
much for myself, though I should very nmch like to 
have had an opportunity of putting into practice a 
few of the things I havo learnt here ; but I certainly 
do regret it for your sake.” 

That is very good of you.” 

“Oh, make.no mistake, I am thinking of that poor 
little girl in Pekin who believes so implicitly in 
you.” 

“For HeJiven’s sake don’t speak of her or I shall 
turn coward ! Are you certain that there- is no 
way of escape ? ” 

“To be frank with you I do not see one. You may 
be sure, however, that I shall use all rny ingenuity to- 
night to make my case good, though I have no hope 
that I shall be successful. This man, you sec, holds 
all the cai'ds, and we are playing a lone hand against 
the bank. But there, I suppose it is no use thinking 
about the matter until after the trial to-night.” 

The hours wore slowly on, and every moment 1 
expectod to hoar the tramp of feet upon the stones 
outside summoning us to the investigation. They 
came at last, and two monks entered my room, . and 
bade me fetch my master. When I had done so we 
were marched in single file up the stairs and along 
the corridor, this time to a higher level instead of 
descending as on previous occasions. 

Arriving on a broad landing we were received by 
an armed guard of monks. One of - them ordered us 
to follow him, and in response we passed through a 
doorway and entered a large room, at the end of 
which two people were seated at a table ; behind 
them and on either side were rows of monks, and 
between guards at the further end, the man who had 
brought the accusation against us. 

At a signal from a monk, who was evidently iri 
command of the guard, I was separated from Nikola, 
and then the ^ial commenced. 
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First the newcomer recited his tale. He described 
how in the village of Tsan-Chu ho had been met 
and betrayed by two men, who, having secured his 
person, had carried him out to sea, and imprisoned 
him aboard a junk. His first ca])tor.s, it was under- 
stood, wore Eiiglishineii, but he was finally delivered 
into the care of a Chinaman, who Jiad conveyed him 
to Along Bay. From this place he managed to effect 
his escape, and after great hardships reached Tientsin, 
On arrival there ho made inquiries, whicli induced 
him to push on to Pekin. Makitjg his way to the 
Llamaserai, and being able to convince the High 
Priest of his identity, he had learned to his astonish- 
ment that he was being impersonated, and that the 
man who was filling his place had preceded him to 
Thibet. On the strength of this discovery he obtained 
men and donkeys, and came on to the monastery as 
fast as ho could travel. 

At the end of his evidence he was closely questioned 
by both of the great men, but his testimony was 
sound and could not be shakem. Then his attendants 
were called up and gave their evidence, after which 
Nikola was invited to make his case good 

He accepted the invitation with alacrity, and, ^re- 
viewing all that his rival liad said, pointed out the 
manifest absurdities with which it abounded, ridiculed 
what he called its inconsistency, implored his judges 
not to bo led away by an artfully contrived tale, and 
brought his remarks to a conclusion by stating, what 
was perfectly true, though hardly in the manner he 
intended, that he had no doubt at all as to their 
decision. A more masterly speech it would have 
been difficult to imagine. His keen instinct had 
detected, the one weak spot in his enemy^s story, and 
his brilliant oratory helped him to make the most of 
it. His points told, and to my astonishment L saw 
th^it he had already influenced his judges in his 
favour. If only we could go on as we had begun, we 
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might yet come successfully out of the affair. But 
we were reckoning without our liost, " 

Since tliou sayest that thou art the priest of the 
temple of Hankow,” said the younger of tlie two great 
men, addressing Nikola, it is certain that tliou must 
bo well acquainted with the temple. In the first hull 
is a tablet presented by a Taotai of the province ; 
what is the inscription upon it ? ” 

** ^ With the gods be the decision as to wluit is best 
for mun,^ ” said Nikola without hesitation. 

I saw that the real priest was suiqirised beyond 
measure at this ready answer. 

And upon the steps that lead up to it, what is 
carved ? ” 

Let peace be with all men ! * ” said Nikola, again 
without stopping. 

The judge turned to the other man. 

There is nothing there,” he said ; and my heart 
went down like lead. 

‘‘Now I know,^^ said the old man, turning to 
Nikola, “that you are not what you pretend. There 
are no steps ; therefore there can be nothing written 
upon them.” 

Then turning to the guards about him ho said, — 

“ Convey these men back to the room whence they 
came. See that they be well guarded, and at day- 
break to-morrow morning let them be hurled from 
the battlements down into the valley below.” 

Nikola bowed, but said never a word. Then, 
escorted by our guards, we returned to our room. 
When we' had arrived there, and the monks had left 
us to take up their places at the top of the steps 
outside, I sat myself down on my bed and covered 
my face with njy hands. So this was what it had 
all come to. It was for this I had met Nikola in 
Shanghai; to be hurled from the battlements, the fate 
for whic.h we had braved so many dangers. 
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H our uftcr hour I sat upon my bL‘(l-j)laco, my 
miml completely overwlielmed by the cou- 
sideratiou ol: our terrible position. We were 
caught like rats in a trap, and, as far as I could see, 
tho only thing left for us to do now was to continue 
our rosomblaiicc to those animals by dying game. For 
fear lest my pluck should give way I would not think 
of (jladys at all, and when I found I could no longer 
keep my thoughts away from lier, I went into the 
adjoining I'oom to see what Nikola was doing. To , 
iny surprise 1 found him pacing quietly up and doAvn, 
just as calm and collected as if ho were waiting for 
dinner in a London drawing-room. 

Well, Bruce, he said, as I entered, "it lookf, as 
if another threo hours will see the curtain rung down 
upon our comedy,” 

" Tragedy, 1 should call it,” I answered bitterly. 

" Isu^t it rather difficult to define where one begins 
and the other ends ? ” he asked, as if desirous of 

starting an argument. " Plato says ” 

" Oh, confound Plato ! ” I answered sharply. 
"What I want to know is how you are going to 
prevent our being put to death at daybreak.” 

"I have no intemtion that we shall be,” said 
Nikola. 

"But how are you going to prevent it?” 1 in- 

not the remotest notion,” he answered, 
*78 


quired. 
"I 1 
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"but all the same I do iiubend to prevent it. The 
uuforiuuato part of it is that wo are left so much in 
the dark, and have no idea where the execution will 
take place. If that were once settled we could ar- 
range things more definitely. However, do not botlicr 
yourself about it ; go to bed and leave it to me.” 

1 went back into my own room* and laid myself 
down upon my bed as he commanded. One thought 
followed another, and presently,, however singular it 
may seem, 1 fell fast asleep. I dreamt that I was 
once more walking upon the wall in Pekin with my 
sweetheart. .. I saw her dear face looking up into 
mine, and I felt the pressure of Jier little hand upon 
my arm. Then suddenly from over the parapet of 
the wall in front of us Appeared the man wlio had 
discovered my identity in the Llamaserai ; he was 
brandishing a knife, and I was in the act of spring- 
ing forward to seize him when I felt iny shoulder 
rudely shaken, and woke up to discover a man lean- 
ing over me. 

One glance told me that it was one of the monks 
who had conducted us to the room, and on seeing 
that 1 was awake he signed to me to get up. By this 
timo a second hadr brought Nikola from his room, 
and as soon as we were ready wo were marched out 
into the corridor, where we found about a dozen men 
assembled. 

It seems a pity to have disturbed us so early,” 
said Nikola, as we fell into our places and began to 
march up the long passage, " especially as I was just 
perfecting a most admirable scheme which I feel sure 
would have saved us.” 

" You are too late now,” I answered bitterly. 

" So it would appear,” said Nikola, and strode on 
without further comment. 

To attempt to describe to you my feelings during 
that march through those silent corridors, would be 
impossible. Indeed, I hardly like to think of it myself. 

D.K. T 
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What tlio time was 1 Jiad no idea, nor could I tell to 
what place we were being conducted. We ascended 
one stair and descended another, passed through largo 
and small caves and threaded endless corridors, till 
I lost all count of our direction. At last, however, 
wc came to a halt at tlie foot of the smallest staircase 
I had yi‘t seen in the monastery. We waited h)r a 
f(iw nionients, then ascended it and arrived at a 
narrow landing, at the end of which was a large door. 
Here our ])rocession once more lialted. Finally the 
doors were unbaiTCKl and thrown open, and an icy 
blast rushed in. Outside we could see Ihe battle- 
ments, which wore built on the sheer side of the clilT. 
It was broad daylight, and bitterly cold. Snow lay 
upon the roof-tops, but the air was transparently 
clear; ind(*ed, when wo passed outside avo coulil 
plainly distinguish the mountains across the vallt‘y 
where we had lost our coolies and donkeys only a 
week or so before. 

Once in the sunshine our guides boat their torches 
against the wall till the flames Avere extinguished, 
and then stood at attention. From their })reparations 
it Avas evident that the arrival of some person of im- 
portance Avas momentarily expected. 

All this time my lieart was beating like a wheat- 
'.flail against my ribs, and, try hoAV 1 Avould to prevent 
them, my teeth AA^ere chattering in my head like 
castanets. As our gaolers had brought us up here it 
Avas evident Ave Avere going to bo thrown over the cliff, 
as had been first proposed. I glanced round me to 
see if it Avould be possible to make a fight for it, but 
one glimpse showed me how utterly ^tile such an 
attempt would be. 

While I Avas arguing this out in iny own mind our 
guards liad someAvhat relaxed their stiffness ; then 
they came suddenly to attention, and next moment, 
evidently at a signal from the other side, we were 
marched to a spot further along tlie battlements. 



IN THE JAWS OF DEATH 28 1 

Here the two great men of tlie monastery were 
awaiting us, and as soon as we made our appearance 
they signed to our guides to bring us closer to them. 
The old man was the first to speak. 

Men of the West ! ye have lieard your sentence/' 
he said in a low and solemn voice. Yo have 
brought it upon yourselves; have yo anything to urge 
why the decree should not be executed." 

I looked at Nikola, but he only shook his head. 
Hard as 1 tried I could not discover sulticient reason 
myself, so I followed his example. 

“ Tlien let it be so," said the old man, \vho had 
noticed our hesitation ; there is nought to be done 
save to carry out the work. Prepare ye for death." 

Wo were then ordered to stand buck, and, until 
I heard another commotion on the stairs, I was at 
a loss to understand why we were not immediately 
disposed of. Then a second procession of monks 
appeared uj)on the battlements escorting a third 
prisoner. lie was a tall, burly fellow, and from the 
way in which ho was dressed and shaved I gathered 
had been a monk. He made his appearuiico with 
evident reluctance, and when he arrived at the top 
of the steps bad Jo be dragged up to face the Two. 
Tftieir interview was short, and even more to the 
point than our own. 

Thou hast murdered one of thy brethren," said 
tlie old man, still in the same sepulchral tone in 
which he had addressed us. “ Hast thou anything 
to say why the sentence of death passed upon thee 
should not be carried into effect ? " 

In answer the man first blustered, then became 
stolid, and finally howled outriglit. I watched him 
curiosity which at any other time I should 
have deemed impossible. Then, at a signal from the 
old man, four stalwart monks rushed forward, and^ 
having seized him, dragged him to the edge of the 
batth menta. The poor wretch struggled and screamed, 
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but he was like a cliild in the hands of those who 
hold him. Closer and closer they drew to the edge. 
Then there was an interval of fierce struggling, a 
momentary pause, a wild cry, and next moment the 
man had disappeared over the edge, falling in a sheer 
drop quite fifteen Imndrcd feet into the valley below. 
As he vanished from our sight my heart seemed to 
stand still. The poor wretches cry still rang in my 
ears, and in another minute I knew it would bo our 
turn. 

I looked up at the bluo sky above our heads, across 
which white clouds were flying before the breeze ; I 
looked across the valley to where the snow-capped 
peaks showed on tlie other side, then at the battle- 
ments of tlic monastery, and last at the crowd of 
black figures surrounding us. In a flash all my j)ast 
life seemed to rise before my eyes. I saw myself a 
little boy again walking in an hiiiglish garden with 
my pretty motlier, with my playfellows at school, at 
sea, on the Australian gold-fields, and so on through 
almost evi‘ry phase of my life up to the moment of our 
iirrival at the place where we now stood. I looked 
at Nikola, but his pale face showed no sign of 
emotion. I will stake my life that he was as cool at 
that awful moment as when I first saw him in 
Shanghai. Presently the old man came forward 
again. 

‘'If yo have aught to say — any last request to 
make — there is still time to do it,'' he said. 

“I have a request to make," answered Nikola. 
“ Since we must die, is it not a waste of good material 
to cast us over that cliff ? I liave heard it said that 
' my skull is an extraordinary one, while my companion 
here boasts such a body as I would give worlds to 
; anatomise. I have no desire to die, as you may sup- 
i pose ; but if nothing will satisfy you save to kill us, 

• pray lot us die in the interests of science." 

Whether they had really intended to kill us, I cau- 
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not say, but this singular request ol my companion's 
did not seem to cause as much astonishment as I had 
expected it would do. He consulted with his col- 
league, and then turned to Nikola again. 

Thou art a brave man," he said. 

One must reconcile oneself to the inevitable,” 
said Nikola coolly. "Have you any objection to 
urge ? " 

" We will give it consideration," said the old man. 
"^J'he lives of both of you are spared for the time 
being." 

Thereupon our guards were called up, and we were 
once more inarched back to our room. Arriving there, 
and when the monks had departed to take up theii* 
positions at the top of the staircase as before, Nikola 
said, — 

" If we escape from this place, you will never be 
f able to assort that science has done nothing for yon. 
. At least it has saved your life." 

"But if tliey are going to scoop your brains ont 
and to practise their butchery on me," I said with an 
attenij)t at jocularity I was far from feeling, " I must 
say 1 fail to sec h^w it is going to benefit ns." 

^^Let me explain," said Nikola. "If they are 
going to use us in the manner you describe, they 
cannot do so before to-morrow morning, for I happen 
to know that their operating-room is undergoing 
alterations, and, as I am a conscientious surgeon my- 
self, I should be very loath to spoil ray specimens by 
any undue hurry. So you see we have at any rate 
all to-night to perfect our plan of escape." 

" But have you a plan f " I asked anxiously. 

" There is one maturing somewhere in the back of 
my head," said Nikola. 

"And you think it will come to anything ? " 

" That is beyond ray power to tell," he answered ; 
"but I will go so far as to add that the chances are 
in our favour." 
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Nothing would induce him to say more,, and pre- 
sently ho went back into his own room, wliere he 
began to busy himself with his precious medicine- 
chest, which 1 saw ho had taken cai*o to hide. 

My little friend,” ho said, patting and fondling it 
as a father would do his favourite son, “ I almost 
thought we were destined to part company ; now it 
remains for you to save your master’s life.” 

Tlieii turning to me he bade me leav^e him alone, 
and in obedieiKic to his wish I went back to my own 
room. 

How we survived the anxiety of that day I cannot 
think ; such another period of waiting 1 never re- 
member. One moment I felt confidtmt that Nikola 
would carry out his plan, and that we should get 
away to the coast in safety ; the next I could not sec 
how it could possibly succeed, the odds being so 
heavy against us. 

Almost puuctufilly our midday meal was served to 
us, then the ray of light upon the floor began to 
lengthen, reached the opposite wall, climbed it, and 
finally disappeared altogether. 

About s(wen o’clock Nikola came in to me. 

Look hero, Bruce,” he said with unusual anima- 
tion, “ Tv^e bo(?n thinking this matter out, and I 
believe I’ve hit on a plan that will save us if any- 
thing can. In half an hour the monk will arrive 
with our Inst meal. He will place the bowl upon 
the floor over there, and will then turn his back on 
you while he puts his torch in the bracket upon the 
wall yonder. We will have a sponge, saturated with 
a little anaesthetic I have here, ready for him, and 
directly he turns I will get him by the throat and 
throttle him while you clap it over his nose. Once 
he’s unconscious you must slip on his dress, and go 
out again and make your way up the steps. There 
are two men stationed on the other side, and the door 
between us and them is locked. I have noticed that 
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the man who brings us our food simply knocks upon 
it and it is opened. You will do as he docs, thus, 
and as you pass out will drop this gold coin as if by 
accident.” (Here he gave mo some money.) One 
of the men will bo certain to stoop to pick it up; as 
he goes down you must manage by hook or crook to 
seize and clioke the other. 1 shall be behind you, 
and I will attend to his companion.” 

^^It seems a desperate scheme.” 

We are desperate men ! ” said Nikola. 

" And when we have secured them ? ” I asked. 

I shall put on one of their robes,” this intrepid 
man answered, and we will then make our escape as 
quickly as possible. Luck must do the rest for us. 
Are yon prepared to attempt so much ? ” 

'^To get out of tliis place I would attempt any- 
thing,” I answered. 

Very good then,” he said. Wo must now wait 
for the appearance of the man. Let us hope it won’t 
be long before he comes.” 

For nearly three-quarters of an hour we waited 
without hearing any sound of the monk. The minutes 
seemed long as yj^avs, and I don’t think I ever felt 
ifiore relieved in ray life than I did when I heard the 
door at the top of the stairs open, and detected , the 
sound of sandalled feet coming down the steps. 

Are you ready?” whispered Nikola, putting the 
sponge down near me, and returning to his own room. 

Quito ready,” I answered. 

The man came nearer, the glare of his torch pre- 
ceding him. At last he entered, carrying a light in 
one hand and a large bowl in the other. The latter 
he put down upon the floor, and, having done so, 
turned to place the torch in the socket fastened to 
the wall. He had hardly lifted his arm, however, 
before I saw Nikola creep out of the adjoining room. 
Closer and closer he approached the unsuspecting 
monk, and then, haying measured his distance, with ‘ 
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a great spring threw hitnself upon the, man and 



**Nikolift . . . threvf hiioMlf apim the man.*' 


^clutG^d him by the throat. 1 pulled his legs from 
under him, and down he dropped upon the floor, with 
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NikoWfl fingers still tightening on his-^throat. Then, 
when the sponge had been applied, little by little, his 
struggles ceased, and presently he lay in Nikola's 
arms as helpless as i£ he were dead. 

"That is one man accounted for," said Nikola 
quietly, as he laid the body upon the floor ; " now 
for the others. Slip on this fcllow*s dress as quickly 
as you can." 

I did as ho bade me, and in a few seconds had 
placed the peculiar black covering over thei upper 
part of my face and head, and was ready to carry 
out the rest of the scheme. In the face of this 
excitement I felt as happy as a child; it was the 
creepy, crawly, supernatural business that shook my 
nerve. When it came to straightforward matter-of- 
fact fighting I was not afraid of anything. 

Carrying the money in my hand as we had 
arranged, I left the room and proceeded up the steps, 
Nikola following half a dozen yards or so behind me, 
but keeping in the shadow, An*iving at the gate I 

3 ed upon it with my knuckles, and it was im- 
ately opened. Two men were leaning on either 
side of it, and as i passed through I took care that 
tjice one on the right should see the money in my hand. 
As if by accident I dropped it, and it rolled away 
beyond his feet. Instantly ho stooped and made a 
grab for it. Seeing this 1 wheeled round upon the 
other man, and before he could divine my intention 
had him by the throat. But though I had him at a 
disadvantage, he proved no easy capture. In stature 
he must have stood nearly six feet, was broad in pro- 
portion, and, like all the men in the place, in nmst 
perfect training. However, I held on to him for my 
life, and presently we were struggling upon the floor. 
For some strange reason, what I cannot tell, that 
fight seemed to be the most enjoyable three minutes 
I have; ever spent in the whole of my existence. 

Over and over we rolled upon the stone floor, my 
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hand still fixed upon his throat to prevent him from 
crying out. At last throwing ray leg over him I 
seated myself upon his chest, and then — having 
nothing else to do it with — I drew back my right 
arm, and let him have three blows with the whole 
strength of my fist. 

Written in black and white it looks a trifle blood- 
thirsty, but you must remember wo were fighting for 
our lives, and if by any chance he gave the alarm, 
nothing on earth could save ns from death. I had 
therefore to make tlm most of the only opportunity I 
possessed of silencing him. 

As soon as he was unconscious, I looked round for 
Nikola. He was kneeling by the body of the other 
man, who was lying, face downwards upon the floor, 
as if dead. 

I would give five pounds,’^ wliispcred Nikola, as 
ho rose to his feet, for this man’s skull. Just look 
at it ; — it goes up at the back of his head like* a tom 
cat I It is my luck all over to come across such a 
specimen when I can’t make use of it.” 

As he spoke ho ran his first finger and thumb 
caressingly up and down the man’s poll. 

I’v^e got a bottle in my museum in Port Said,” 
said regretfully, which would take him beautifully.” 

^J'hon ho picked up the sponge which he had used 
upon the last man, and went across to my adversary. 
For thirty seconds or thereabouts he held it upon his 
nose and mouth; then, throwing it into a corner, 
div^ested the man of his garments, p-nd attired himself 
in them. 

^^Now,”*he said, when he had made his toilet to 
his own satisfaction, "we must be off. They change 
the guard at midnight, and it is already twenty 
minutes past eleven,” 

So saying, he led the way down the corridor, I 
following at his heels. We had not reached the end 
of ilj however, before Nikola bade me wait for him 
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wliile ho wont hack. When he rejoinnl me, I aKskod 
him in a whisper what he had been doing. 

'' Notldng very tnuch/^ he answered. '' I wanted 
to convince myself as to a curious malformation of 
the occipital bone in that man’s skull. I am sorry to 
have kept j’^ou waiting, but I miglit never have had 
another chance of examining such a complete case.” 

Having given this explanation, this extraordinary 
votary of scicmcc condescended to continue his escape. 
Leaving the long corridor, now so familiar to^ us, wo 
turned to our left hand, ascended a flight of steps, 
followed another small passage, and then came to a 
standstill at a spot where four roads met. 

Whore on earth are we ? ” inquired Nikola, look- 
ing round him. “This place reminds me of the 
Hampton Court maze.” 

“ Hark ! What is that booming noise ? ” 

We listened, and by doing so discovered that we 
wore near the subterranean waterfall we had seen 
on the occasion of our first visit to the large cave, 
“We are altogether out of our course,” 1 said. 

“ On the other hand,” answered Nikola, “ we are 
not close enough tcrit yet.” 

^ “ What do you mean ? ” I asked, 

“ My dear Bruce,” he said, “ tell me this : Why 
are we in this place? Did we not come here to 
obtain* possession of their secrets? Well, as we are 
saying good-bye to them to-night for good and all, 
do you suppose, after adventuring so much, I am 
going empty handed ? If you think so, you are very 
much in error. Why, to do that would be to have 
failed altogether in our journey ; and th<vigh Nikola 
often boasts, you must admit he seldom fails to do 
what he undertakes. Don’t say any more, but come 
along with me.” 

Turning into a passage on his right, be led the 
way down some more steps. Here the torches were 
almost at their la^ flicker. 
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If we don^t look sliarp/^ said Nikola, " we shall 
have to carry out our errand in the dark, and that 
will be undesirable for more reasons than ono/^ 

From the place where we now stood we could 
hear the roar of the waterfall quite distinctly, and 
could just make out, further to our left, the entrance 
to the great cave. To our delight there were no 
guards to be seen, so wo were able to pass in un- 
molested. Taking what remained of a torch from a 
socket near the door, we entered together. A more 
uncanny place than that great cave, as it revealed 
itself to us by the light of our solitary torch, no man 
can imagine. Innumerable bats fluttered about the 
aisles, their wings filling the air with ghostly whisper- 
ings, whiles dominating all was that peculiar charnel- 
house smell that I had noticed on the occasion of [ 
our previous visit, and which no words could pro- 
perly describe. 

^^The entrance to the catacombs is at this end,'' 
said Nikola, leading the way up the central aisle. 

Let us find it." 

I followed him, and together we made towards 
that part of the cave furthest from the doors. The 
entrance once found, we had only to follow the ste|it.s, 
and pass down into the crypt I have before described. 
By the light of our torch we could discern the 
swathed-up figures in the niches. Nikola, however, 
had small attention to spare for them — he was too 
busily occupied endeavouring to discover the spring . 
in the central pillar to think of anything dse. When 
he found it he pressed it, and the door opened. Then 
down the ladder we crept into the ante-room where I 
had waited on that awful night. I can tell you one 
thing, and it is the sober truth — I would far rather 
have engaged a dozen of the strongest monks in that 
monastery, single-handed, than have followed my 
chief into that room. But he would not let me draw 
back, and so we pushed on together. All around us 
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were the mysterious treasures of the luoiiastery, with/ 
every sort of implement for every sort of chemistry | 
known to the fertile brain of man. At the further 
end was a large wooden door, exquisitely carved. 
This was padlocked in three places, and looked as if 
it would ofFcr a stubborn resistance to any one who 
might attempt to break it. But Nikola was a man 
hard to beat, and ho solved the diCBculty in a very 
simple fashion. Unfastening his loose upper gar-’ 
iaont, he .unstrapped his invaluable mediciuejchest, , 
and placed it on the floor; then, choosing a small! 
but sharp surgeon's saw, he fell to work upon tlie* 
wood surrounding the staple. In less than ten 
minutes he had cut out the padlocks, and the door 
swung open. Then, with all the speed wo were 
masters of, wo set to work to hunt for the things 
we wanted. It contained small phials, antique parch- 
ment prescriptions, a thousand sorts of drugs, and 
finally, in an iron coffer, a small book written in 
Sanscrit and most quaintly bound. This Nikola 
stowed away in one of his many voluminous pockets, 
and, as soon as he had made a selection of the other 
things, announced that it was time for us to turn 
bafk. Just as he came to this conclusion, the torch, 
which had all the time been burning lower and lower, 
gave a final flicker, and went out altogether. Wo 
were left in thq dark in this awful cave. 

• " This is most unfortunate," said Nikola. Then, 
after a pause, However, as it can't be cured, wo 
must make the best of it." 

1 answered nothing, but waited for my leader to 
propose some plan. At the end of a few moments 
the darkness seemed to make little or no difference 
to Nikola. He took me by the hand, and led me 
straight through the cave into the ante-chamber. 

" Look out ! " he said ; " here is the ladder." 

And, true enough, as he spoke my shins made its 
acquaintance. Strange is the force of habit; the 
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pain' was sharp, and though I was buried in the 
centre of a mountain, surrounded by tlio dead men 
of a dozen centuries, I employed exactly the same 
epithet to express my feelings as I should have done, 
had a passing hansom splashed my boots opposite 
the Mansion nousc. 

Leaving the lower regions, wo dinibed tlio laddcir, 
and reached the crypt, passed up the stairs into the 
great cave, made our way across that, and then, 
Nikola still leading, found the tunnel, and ])assed 
through it as safely as if we had been lighted by a 
hundred link-men. 

Our next endeavour must be to discover how we 
are to got out of the building itself,” said Nikola, as 
we reached the four cross passages; '^and as I have 
no notion how the land lies, it looks rather more 
serious. Let us try this passage first.” 

As quickly as was possible under the circumstances 
we made our way up the stairs indicated, passed the 
great w^aterfall, sped along two or three corridors, 
were several times nearly observt'd, and at last, after 
imiuinerable try-backs, reached the great hall where 
we had been received on the day of our arrival. 

Almost at the same instant there was a clamour in 
the monastery, followed by the ringing of the deep- 
toned bell ; then the shouting of many voices, and 
the tramping of hundreds of feet. 

They are after us ! ” said Nikola. " Our flight 
has been discovered. Now, if we cannot find a way 
out, we are done for completely.” 

The noise was every moment coming closer, and 
any instant we might expect our pursuers to come 
into view. Like rats in a. strange bam, who hear 
the approach of a terrier, we dashed this Avay and 
that in our endeavours to discover an exit. At last 
we came upon the steps leading from the great hall 
into the valley below. Down these we flew as fast 
as wc could go, every moment risking a fall which 
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would inevitably break our necks. Almost too giddy 
to stand, wo at last reached tho bottom, to find the 
door shut, and guarded by a stalwart monk. To 
throw ourselves upon him was the work of an instant. 
He lifted his heavy staif,.and aimed a blow at me'; 
but I dodged it in time, and got in at him before 
he could recover. T3rawing back my arm, I hit him 
with all the strength at my command. His liead 
struck the floor with a crash, and he did not move 
again. 

Nikola bent over him, and assured himself that 
the sleep was genuine. Then he signed to me to 
give him the key, and when the door was unfastened 
we passed through it, and closed it after us, locking 
it on the other side. Then down the valley we ran 
as fast as our legs would carry us. 
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CONCLUSION 

A S I luivo siiitl, wo wore no sooner tliroiigli tlio 
gates than wo took to our heels and fled down 
the valley for our lives. For iny own part I 
was so thankful to be out of that awful place, to bo 
once moro breathing the fresh air of Heaven, that I 
folt as if I could go on running for ever. Fortu- 
nately the night was ])itch dark, with a high wind 
blowing, '.riie dai’kness prevented our pursuers from 
seeing the direction wo had taken, while the noise 
of tho wind etfoctually deadened any sound wo 
might make that would otherwise have betrayed our 
whereabouts. 

For upwards of an hour we sped along tho bottom 
ofrftho valley in this fashion, paying no heed whore 
we went and caring for nothing but to put as great i 
distance as possible between ourselves and our pur- 
suers. At last I could go no further, so I stopped 
and threw myself upon tho ground. Nikola imme- 
diately came to a standstill, glanced round him sus- 
piciously, and then sat down beside me, 

. So much for our visit to tho great monastery of 
Thibet,” he said as casually as if ho were bidding 
good-bye to a chance acquaintance. 

“ Do you think we have given them the slip ? ” I 
queried, looking anxiously up the dark valley through 
which we had come. 

By no means,” he answered. " Remember wo are 
fitill Hemmed in by the ^ecipices, and at most we 
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cunnot be more than five miles from tlieir doors. We 
shall have to proceed very warily for the next week 
or so, and to do that we must make the most of every 
minute of darkness.’* 

We were both silent for a little while. I was occu- 
pied trying to recover my breath, Nikola in distribu- 
ting more comfortably about liis person the parch - 
rneiitsp etc., he had brought away with him. * 

Shall wo be going on again ? J asked, as soon as I 
thought 1 could go on. “ I’ve no desire to fall into 
their hands, I can assure yon. Which way is it to 
be now ? ” 

Straight on,” he answered, springing to his feet. 

" We must follow the valley down and see where it 
will bring us out. It would be hopeless to attempt 
to scale the cliffs.” 

Without further talk we set off, not to stop again 
until we had added another four miles or perJuips 
five to our flight. By this time it was close nj)on 
daybreak, the chilliest, dreariest, greyest dawn in 
all my experience. With the appearance of the 
light the wind dic^dowii, but it still moaned amo^ig 
^he rocks and through the higli grass in the most 
dreary and dispiriting fashion. Half an hour later 
the ‘sun rose, and then Nikola once more called a 
halt. 

^^We must hide ourselves somewhere,” he said, 

and travel on again as soon as darkness falls. Look 
about you for a place where we shall not be likely to 
be seen.” ■ 

For some time it seemed as if we should be unable 
to discover any such spot, but at last we hit upon one 
that was just suited to our purpose. It was a small 
enclosure sheltered by big boulders and situated on a 
rocky plateau high up the hill-side. To this place of^ 
refuge we scrambled, and then with armfuls of grass, 
which we collected from the immediate neighbour- 
hood, endeavoured to make ourselves as comfortable 

P.N. ^ 
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as possible until night should once more descend 
upon us. It was not a cheery camp. To make mat- 
ters worse vvo were quite destitute of food, and al- 
ready the pangs of hunger were boginning to obtrude 
themselves upon us. 

If we over do get back to civilization/' said 
Nikola, after we had been sitting tlun-e some time, 
I suppos(i this business will rank as one of the 
greatest exploits of your life ? " 

I have no desire over to undertake such another," 
I replied truthfully. This trip has more than satis- 
fied my craving for the adventurous.” 

Wait till you*v(3 been settled in a slei*py English 
village for a couple of years/’ he said with a laugh. 

By that tiujo i wouldn’t mind wsigering you’ll be 
ready for anything that turns up. I wonder what 
you would think if I told you that, dfingerous as tliis 
one has been, it is as nothing to another in which I 
was concerned about six years since. Then I was 

occupied trying to discover ’’ 

T am sorry to have to confess that it is beyond my 
power to narrate what his adventure was, where it 
occurred, or indt'ed anything connected with it, for 
while he was talking 1 fell into a sound sleep, frufn 
which I did not wake until nearly throe hours 
later. 

When I opened my eyes the sun was still shining 
brightly, the wind had dropped, and the air w’as as 
quiet as the night had been noisy and tempestuous. I 
looked round for Nikola, but to my surprise he was not 
occupying the place where he had been sitting when 
I fell asleep, nor indeed was lie inside the enclosure 
at all. Alarmed lest anything untoward might Imv^o 
befallen him, I was in the act of going in search of 
him when he reappeared creeping between th# rocks 
upon his hands and knees. I was about to express 
niy delight at his return, but he signed to me to* be 
^llieht, and a moment later reached my side,' 
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" Keep as still as you can,” he whispered ; they*re 
after us.” 

‘^How close are they?” I asked, with a sudden 
sinking in my heart. 

“ Not a hundred yards away,” ho answered, and as 
lie spoke ho bent his head forward to listen. 

A moment later I could hoar them for myself, com- 
ing along the valley to our loft. Their voices sounded 
quite plain and distinct, and for this reason 1 judgeil 
that tliey cijiilil not liave been more thiin fifty yards 
from us. Now came the gn^at question. Would they 
discover us or not ? Under the inlluem^e of the awful 
suspimso I scarcely breathed. One thing I was firmly 
resolved upon — if they did detect onr hiding- jilace 
I would fight to the last gasp rather than let them 
capture mo and carry mo back to that awful* mon- 
astery. The sw('at stood in great beads upon my 
forehead as I listened. It was evident they wen* 
•searching among the rocks at the base of the cliff. 
Not being able to find us then', would tlu^y try 
higher up ? Fortune, however, fa voured us. Eithei* 
tliey gave us credit for greater speed tlinn we pos- 
s('ssed, or they did'^ot notice the hiding-jihice among 
•the rocks; at any rate, they passed on without moles- 
ting us. The change from absolute danger to com- 
parative safety was almost overpowering, and even 
the stoical Nikola heaved a sigh of relief as the 
sound of their voices died gradually away. 

That night, as soon as it was dark, we left the 
place where we had hidden ourselves and proceeded 
down the valley, keeping a watchful eye open for any 
sign of our foes. But our lucky star was still in tlie 
ascendant, and we saw notliing of them. Towards 
daylight we left the valley and entered a large Imin, 
if it jnay be so described, formed by a number of 
lofty hills. On the bottom of the bowl thus fashioned 
was a considerable village. Halting on an eminence 
above it, Nikola looked round hhu. 
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We shall have to find a hiding-place on the hills 
somewhere hereabouts,” he said ; but before we do 
so we must have food.” 

And a change of dress,” I answered, for it must 
be remembered that we were still clad in the monkisli 
robes we had worn when wc loft the monastery. 

Quite so,” ho answered : first the food and the 
dress, then the hiding-place.” 

Without more ado ho signed to me to follow him, 
and together we left the hilloek and proceeded to- 
wards the village. It was not a large place, nor, 
from all appearances was it a vmy wealthy one ; it 
contained scarcely more than fifty houses, the majority 
of which were of the usual Thibotfin type, that is to 
say, built of loose stones, roofed with split pine 
shingles, and as draughty and leaky as it is possible 
for houses to be. The family reside in one room, the 
other — for in few cases are there more than two — 
being occupied by the cows, pigs, dogs, fowls, and 
other domestic animals. 

As we approtached the first house Nikola bade me 
remain where I was while he went forward to see. 
what he could procure. For many reasons I did not 
care very much about this arrangement, but I knew 
him too well by this time to waste my breath arguing. 
He left me a^d crept forward. It was bitterly cold, 
and while he was absent and I was standing still, I 
felt as if I were being frozen into a solid block of ice. 
What our altitude could have been I am not in a posi- 
tion to tell, but if one could estimate it by the keen- 
ness of the air, it must have been something consider- 
able. 

Nikola was absent for nearly twenty minutes. At 
last however he returned, bringing with him a quan- 
tity of clothing, including two typical Thibetan hats, 
a couple of thick blankets, and, what was better than 
all, a quantity of food. The latter consisted of half 
a dozen coarse cakes, a hunk of a peculiar sort of 
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bread, and a number of new-laid eggs, also a large 
bowl of milk. As to payment he informed me that he 
had left a small gold piece, believing that that would 
bo the most efEectual means of silencing the owner's 
tongue. Seating ourselves in the shelter of a large 
rock, we set to work to stow away as much of the 
food as we could possibly consume. Then dividing 
the clothing into two bundles we set off across the 
valley in an easterly direction. ^ 

By daylight we had put a considerable distance 
between us and the village, and were installed in a 
small cave, half-way up a rugged hill. Below us was 
a copse of mountain pines and, across the valley, a 
cliff, not unliko that down which we liad climbed to 
reach tho monastery. Wo had discarded our monkish 
robes by this time, and, for greater security, had 
buried them in a safe place beneath a tree. In our 
new rigs, with tho tall felt hats upon our heads, wo 
might very well have passed for typical Thibetans. 

Feeling that our present liiding-placo was not likely 
to be discovered, we laid ourselves down to sleep. 
How long wo slumbered, I cannot say ; I only know 
that for some reason or other I woke in a fright to 
Jhear a noise in tho valley beneath us. I listened for 
a few moments to make sure, and then shook Nikola, 
who was still sleeping soundly. 

What is it ? ” he cried, as he sat u^.‘ " Why do 
you wake me ? ” 

Because we're in danger again," I answered. 

“ What is that noise in the valley ? " 

He listened for a moment. 

" I can hear nothing," he said. " 

Then just as he was about to speak again there 
came a new sound that brought us both to our feet 
like lightning-^^fee haying of dogs. Now, as we both | 
knew, the only dogs in that district are of the formid- i 
able Deggi breed, standing about as high as Shetland j 
ponies, as strong as mastiffs, and as fierce as they are ' 
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powerful. If our enemies were pursuing us with 
these brutes our case was indeed an unenviable 
one. 

^‘Gct up!^^ cried Nikola. ^'They are hunting us 
down with the dogs. Up the hill for your life ! 

The woi'ds were scarcely out of his mouth before 
wo were racing up the hill like hares. Up and up 
wo went, scrambling from rock to rock and bank to 
bank till my logs felt as if they could go no further. 
Though it was but little over a hundred yards from 
our hiding-place into the wood at the summit it 
seemed like miles. When wo reached it we threw 
ourselves down oxliaiisted upon a bed of pine needles^ 
but only for a minute, then wo were up and on our 
way again as hard as ever. Through the thicket W() 
dashed, conscious of nothing but a desire to get away 
from those horrible dogs. Tho wood was a thick one, 
but prudence told us it could offer no possible refuge 
to us. Every step we took was leaving a record to 
guide them, and we dared not hesitate or delay a 
second longer than was absolutely necessary. 

At last we reached the far side of tho wood. Here, 
to our surprise, tho country began to slope domi wards 
^ again into a second valley. Frotn the skirt of the^ 
timber where we stood, for nearly a mile, it was all 
open, with not a bush or a rock to serve as cover. 
V7e were in a pretty fix. To wheel round would be 
to meet our pursuers face to face ; to turn to either 
hfind would bo equally as bad, while to go on would 
only be to show ourselves in the open, and after, that 
to bo run to earth like foxes in tho second valley. 
But there was no time to stop or to think, so for good 
or ill wo took to our heels again and set off down 
the slope. We .were not half-way across the open, 
however, before we heard the dogs break cover be- 
hind us, and a moment later, tho excited shouting of 
men,' vrho liad seen us ahead of them and were en- 
couraging the hounds to run us down. 
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If we had run fast before we literally flew now 
The dogs were gaining on us at every stride, and un 
less something unexpected happened to save us wo 
could look upon ourselves in the light of men as good 



as doad. Only fifty yards now separated ns from the 
cover that bounded the moor, if I may so describe it, 
on the other side. If the worst came to the worst, 
Lnd we could reach the timber at the bottom, we 
would climb a tree there and sell our lives as dearly 
RS possible with our revolvers. 
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Putting on a final spurt we gained the wood and 
plunged into the undergrowth. The nearest dog — 
there were three of these gigantic brutes — was scarce- 
ly twenty yards behind us. Suddenly Nikola, who 
was in front, stopped as if shot, threw up his arms 
and fell straight backwards. Seeing him do this I 
stopped too, but only just in the nick of time, A 
moment later I should have been over a precipice 
. into the swift-flowing river that ran below. By the 
tinio I realized this the first dog was upon us. Nikola 
supported himself on his elbow, and, as coolly as if 
ne were picking off a pigeon, shot him dead. The 
second fell to my share ; the third proved somewhat 
more troublesome. Seeing the fate of his com- 
panions, he stopped short and crouched among the 
bushes, growling savagely. 

Kill him ! cried Nikola, with one of the only 
signs of excitement I had ever known him show. I 
fired again, but must have missed him, for he rushed 
in at mo, and had I not thrown up 'my arm would 
have seized mo by the throat. Then Nikola fired — I 
fdt the bullet whiz past 'iny ear — and before I could 
think the great beast had fallen back upon the 
ground and was twisting and twining in his death 
agony. 

" Quick ! cried Nikola, springing to his feet once 
more. There^s not a. moment to be lost. Throw 
the dogs into the streain.^^ 

. Without wasting time we set to work, and in less 
than half a miiuite all three animals had disappeared 
into the river. As the lust went over the side wo 
heard the foremost of our pursuers enter the wood. 
Another moment and we should have been too late. 
There’s nothing for it,” cried Nikola, but for us 
to follow the dogs’ example. They’ll hunt about 
wondering which way the brutes have gone, and by 
that time wc ought to bo some distanco down stream. 
Come on then,” I said, and, without more deliber- 
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ation, took a Leader. It was a dive of at least sixty / 
feet, bnt not so unpleasant as our position would | 
Lave been upon the bank had wo remained. Nikola 
followed me, and before our enemies could have 
gained the river side wo had swept round the bond 
and were out of their sight. 

But though wo had for the moment given them the 
slip our position was still by no means an enviable 
one. The water was as cold as ice and the current' 
ran like a mill sluice, while the depth could ngt Lave ! 
been much under fifty feet, though I could only judge ' 
this by the shelving of the banks. 

For nearly ten minutes we swam on side by side 
in silence. The voices of our pursuers grow more 
and more faint until wo could no longer hear them. 
The horror of that swim I must leave you to imagine. 
The icy coldness of the water seemed to oat into the 
very marrow of my bones, and every moment I ex- 
pected to feel an attack of cramp. One thing soon 
became evident, the stream was running moi*e and 
more swiftly. Suddenly Nikola turned his head and 
shouted, Make for the bank ! 

I endeavoured to 4o ho, but the whole force of the 
ciy*runt was against me. Vainly I battled. The 
stream bore me further and further from my goal, 
till at last I was swept beyond the ford and down I 
between two precipitous banks where landing was| 
impossible. It was then that I realized Nikolais 
reason for calling to me. For a hundred yards or so 
ahead I could sec the river, then only blue sky and 
white cloud. For obvious reasons it could not have 
come to a standstill, so this sudden break-off could 
have but one meaning — a fall ! With incredible ‘ 
swiftness the water bore me on, now spinning me- 
round and round like a tjjetiiturn, now carrying moj 
this way, now that, but all the time bringing mof 
closer to the abyss.^ 

Ten yards further, and I could hear the sullen 
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boom of the falling waters, and as I heard it I saw 
that the bank of the fall was studded with a fringe 
of large rocks. If I did not wish to be hurled over 
into eternity, I knew I must catch one of these rocks, 
and cling to it with all my strength. Strange to say, 
even in that moment of despair, my presence of mind 
did not desert me. I chose my rock, and concen- 
trated all my energies upon the work of reaching it. 
Fortunately the current ‘helped me, and with hardly 
an effort on iny part, I was carried towards it. 
Throwing up my arras I clutched at it, but tile stone 
was slippery, and I missed my hold. I tried again 
with the same result. 1'hen, just as I was on the 
very brink of the precipice, my fingers caught in a 
projecting ledge, and I was able to stay myself. The 
weight of the water upon my back was terrific, but 
with the strength of a do/iCn men I clung on, and 
little by little lifted myself up. I was fighting for 
idear life, for Gladys, for all that made life worth 
5 living, and that gave me superhuman strength. 
At last I managed to lift myself sufficiently to get 
a purchase on tho rock with my knees. After that 
it was all plain sailing, and in less time almost than 
it takes to tell, 1 was lying stretched out upon the 
rock, safe, but exhausted almost to the point of death. 

When I had somewhat recovered my strength, I 
opened my eyes and looked over the edge. Such a 
sight I never want to see again. Picture a river, as 
wide as the Thames at London Bridge, walled in 
between two steep banks, pouring its water down 
into a rocky pool almost half a mile below. The 
thunder of the fall was deafening, while from the lake 
at tho foot rose a dense mist, changing, where the 
sun caught it, to every colour of the rainbow. Fas- 
cinated by this truly awful picture, and the narrow- 
ness of my own escape from death, I could scarcely 
withdraw my eyes. When I did it was to look across 
ht tho right-hand bank. Nikola stood there waving 
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to me. Cheered by his presence, I began to cast 
about me for a means of reaching him, but the pros- 
pect was by no means a cheerful one. Several rocks 
til ere certainly were, and near the bank they were 
close enough to enable an active man to jump from 
one\to the other. Unfortunately, however, lietween 
the one on which T lay and the next was a yawning 
gulf of something like eight feet. 1\) reach it seemed 
impossible. 1 dared not risk the h'ap, and yet if I 
did not jump, what was to become of me ? f was 
just beginning to despair again, when I saw Nikola 
point up stream and disjippear. 

For something like a quarter of an hour I saw no 
more of him, then ho reappeared a hundred yards 
or so further up the bank, and as ho did so lie pointed 
into mid-stream. I looked, and immediately realized 
his intention. He had discovered a largo log and 
had sent it afloat in the hope that it would bo of 
service to me. Closer and closer it came, steering 
directly for where I knelt. * As it drew alongside J 
leant over, and, catching at a small branch which 1 
decorated it, attempted to drag it athwart the' 
channel. My strength, however, was uncertain, and 
had the effect of bringing the cniTOut to bear on tin* 
other end. it’ immediately spun swiftly round, W(*nt 
from me like an express train, and next moment tlis- 
appeared over the brink into the abyss below, m^arly 
dragging me with it. Once more •Nikola signal li*d 
to me and disappeared into the wood. Half an hour 
later another log made its appearance. This time! 
I was more fortunate, and managed, with consider- ! 
able rnanceuvring and coaxing, to get it jambed by i 
the current between the two rocks. 

The most perilous part of the whole undertaking 
was now about to commence., I had to cross on this! 
frail bridge to the next stone. With my heart in my I 
mouth I crawled over my own rock, and then having 
given a final look round, and tested it as well as J 
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W.13 able, seated myself astride of the log. The rush 
of the water against my logs was tromendous, and 
I soon found I should have all my time tnken up en- 
deavouring to preserve my balance. Jlnt with infinite 
caution I continued to advance until at last I reached 
the opposite rock. All the time I had never dared 
to look over the brink ; had I done so I believe my 
nerve would have deserted me, and I should then 
have lost my balances and perished for good and all. 

When the journey was accomplished, and I was 
safely (Established on the second rock, I rested for 
a few minutes, and then, standing up, measured my 
distance as carefully as possible, and jumped on to 
the third. Tlio rest was easy, and in a few moments 
I was lying (juito overcome among the bracken at 
Nikolais feet. As soon as I was safe, my pluck, 
presence of mind, nerve, or whatever you like to 
call it, gave way completely, and I found myself 
trembling like a little child. 

^^You have had a narrow escape,’^ said Nikola. 
" When I saw that you could not make the bank up 
yonder, I made; up my mind it was all over with you. 
However, alFs well that ends well, and now weVe 
got to find out what we had better do next.” * 

" What do you advise ? ” I asked, my teeth chatter- 
ing in my head like castanets. 

'^That we find a sheltered spot somewhere here- 
abouts, light a fire and dry our things, then get down 
to the river below the falls, construct a raft, and travel 
upon it till we come to a village. There, if possible, 
wo will buy donkeys, and, if all goes well, pursue our 
journey to the coast by another route.” 

But don^t you think our enemies will have warned 
the inhabitants of the villages hereabouts to be on 
the look-out for us ? ” 

‘^We must chance that. Now let us find a place 
to light a fire. You are nearly frozen.^^ 

Half a mile or so further on we discovered the spot 
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we wanted, lit our fire and *dried our^ things. All 
this time I was in agony — one moment as cold as ice, 
the next in a burning fever. Nikola prescribed for 
me from his medicine-chest, which, with the things he 
had obtained from the monastery, he still carried with 
him, and then we laid ourselves down to sleep. 

From that time forward I have no recollection of 
anything that occurred till I woke to find myself 
snugly ensconced in a comfortable but simply fur- 
nished bedroom. Where I was, or how I got there, 
I could no more tell that I could fiy. I endeavoured 
to get up in order to look out of the window, but I 
found I was too weak to manage it, so I laid myself 
down again, and as I did so made another startling 
discovery — my pigtail waa gone / 

For nearly half an hour I was occupied endeavour- 
ing to puzzle this out. Then I heard a footstep in 
the passage outside, and a moment later a dignified 
priest entered the room and asked me in French how 
I felt. I answered that I thought I was much better, 
though still very weak, and wont on to state that 
I should feel obliged if he would tell me whore I 
was, and how I had got there. 

You are in the IVench mission at Ya-Ohow-Fu,” 
he said. "You were brought here a fortnight ago 
by ail Englishman, who, from what we could gather, 
had found you higher up the river suffering from a 
severe attack of rheumatic fever.” • 

" And where is this — this Englishman now ? " 
"That I cannot say. He left us a week ago to 
proceed on a botanizing excursion, I believe, further 
west. When he bade us farewell he gave me a sum 
of money which I am to devote, as soon as you are fit 
to move, to chartering a boat and coolies to convoy 
you to I-chang, where you will be able to obtain a 
steamer for Shanghai.^^ 

" A»d did he not leave any message to say whether 
I should see him agaip, and if so, where ? ” 

D.X, 


X 



312 


CONCLUSION 


I have a note in my pocket for you now.” 

Thus roininded, tho worthy priest produced a letter 
which he handed to me. I opened it as soon as he 
had departed^ and eagerly scanned its contents. It 
ran as follows : 

Dear Bruce, — ^By the time you receive this I 
hope you will be on tho high road to health again. 
After your little experiment on the top of tho falls 
you became seriously ill with rheumatic fever, A 
nice business I had conveying you down stream on 
a raft, but, as you see, I accomplished it, and got you 
into the French mission at Ya-Chow-Fii safely. I am 
writing this note to bid you good-bye for the present, 
as I think it bettor we should hencc*forth travel by 
different routes. I may, however, run across you in 
I-chang. One caution before 1 go — figure for the 
future as a European, and^eep your eyes wide open 
for treachery. The society has branches everywhere, 
and by this time I expect they will have been warned. 
Kcuuember, they will be sure to try to get back the 
things wcVe taken, and also will attempt to punish 
us for our intrusion, I thank you fm* your com- 
panionship, ami for the loyalty you have ('xtended t& 
me throughout our journey. 1 think I u,m paying you 
the greatest compliment when I say that I could have 
wished for no better companion. — Vours,, 

" Nikoua.” 


That was all. 

A week later I bade ray hospitable host, who had 
engaged a boat and trustworthy crew for me, good- 
. bye, and set off on my long down-river journey. I 
reached I-chnng — ^^vhere I was to abandon my boat 
and take a passage to Shanghai: — safely, and without 
an;^ further adventure. 

' iOn learning that there would not be a river steamer 
leaving until the following day, I went ashore, dis- 
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covered an inn, and engaged a room. Hut though I 
waited all the evening, and as late as I could next 
day, Nikola did not put in an appearance. Accord- 
ly at four o^clook I boarded the steamer Kiany- Yu7ig, 
and in due course reached Shanghai. 

How thankful I was to again sot foot in that place, 1 
no one will over know. I could have gone down on | 
my knees and kissed the very ground in gratitude. ‘ 
Was I not back again in civilization, free to find my 
sweetheart, and, if she were still of the same mhid, to 
make, her my wife ? Was not my health thorougldy 
restored to me ? and last, but not least, was there not 
a sum of £10,000 reposing at my bankers to my 
credit ? That day I determined to see Barkston and 
McAndrew, and the next to leave for Tientsin in 
search of my darling. But I was not destined to makt* 
the journey after all. 

Calling at the club, I inquired for George Barkston. 
Ho happened to be in the building and greeted me in 
the hall with all the surprise imaginable. 

By Jove, Bruce ! he cried. This is really most 
wonderful. I was only speaking of you this morning, 

and hero you turn up like 

* "^Like a bad penny you wore going to say.” 

^^Not a bit of it. Like the Wandering Jew would 
be raor^ to the point. But don't let us stand here. 
Ccitne along with me, I'm going to take you to my 
bungalow to tiffin.” * 

" But my dear fellow, I ” 

"I know all about that,” he cried. "However, 
youVe just got to come along with me, I've got a 
bit of news for you,” 

As nothing would induce him to tell me what it 
was, we chartered 'rickshaws, and set off for his 
residence. 

When we reached it I was ordered to wait in the 
hall while he went in search of his wife. .Having 
made some inquiries, he led me to the drawing-room. 



314 


CONCLUSION 


opened , the door^ and bade me go inside. Though 
inwardly wondering what all this mystery might 
mejin, I followed his instructions. 

A lady was sitting in an easy chair near the win- 
dow, sewing. That lady was Gladys ! 

Wilfred she cried, jumping to her feet, and turn- 
ing quite pale, for she could scarcely believe her eyes. 

Gladys ! ” I answered, taking her in my arms, 
and kissing her with all the enthusiasm of a long- 
parted lover. 

I cannot realize it yet,^^ she said, when the first 
transports were over. Why did you not let me 
know you wore coming to Shanghai ? 

“ Because ] had no notion that you were hero,^^ I 
answered. 

But did you not call on Mr. Williams in Tient- 
sin ? and did he not give you my letter ? 

1 liave not been to Tientsin, nor have I seen Mr. 
Williams. I have come straight down the Yang-tzo- 
Kiang from the west.^^ 

Oil, 1 am so glad — so thankful to have you back. 
Wo have been separated such a long, long time.” 

Arid you still love me, Gladys ? ” 

Can you doubt it, dear ? I love you more fondlj^ 
than ever. Does not the warmth of my greeting now 
convince you of that ? ” • 

“ Of course it does,” I cried. I only wanted to 
have the assurance from your own dear lips. But now 
tell me, how do you come to be in Shanghai, and in 
George Barkston^s house, of all other places ? ” 

" Well, that would make too long a story to tell in 
extenao just now. We must reserve the bulk of it. 
Suffice it that my brother and sister have been trans- 
ferred to a new post in Japan, and while they are 
getting their house in Tokio ready, I came down here 
to stay with Mrs. Barkston, who is an old school 
friend. I expect them here in about a week^s time to 
fetch me.” 
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"And now tlio most important of. all questions. 
When aro wo to be married ? " 

She hung her pretty head and blushed so sweetly 
tliat I had to take her in my arms again and kiss her. 
I pressed my question, however, and it was finally 
agreed that we should refer the matter to her brother- 
in-law on his arrival the following week. 

bring my long story to a close, let me say that we 
were married three weeks after my return to Shanghai, 
in the English church, and that wo ran across to 
Japan for our honeymoon. It may be thought that 
witli my marriage my connection with the Chinese 
nation came to an end. Unfortunately that was 
not so. Two days after our arrival in Nagasaki 
two curious incidents occurred that brought in their 
train a host of unpleasant suspicions. My wife and I 
had retired to rest for the night, and were botli sleep- 
ing soundly when we were awakened by a loud cry of 
fire. To my horror I discovered that our room was 
ablaze. I forced the door, and having done so, seized 
my wife, threw a blanket over her, and made a rush 
with her outside. How the fire had originated no one 
could tell, but it w^s fortunate we were roused in 
time, otherwise we should certainly Iiave both lost 
our lives. As it Avas, most of our belongings perished 
in the flames. A kindly Englishman, resident in the 
neighbAirhood, seeing our plight, took pity on us, 
and insisted that we should mako^use of his house 
until wo decided on our future movements. We 
remained with him for tAvo days, and it Avas on that 
folloAviiig our arrival at his abode that the second 
circumstance occurred to cause me uneasiness. 

We had been out shopping in the morning and re- 
turned just in time for tiffin, which when we arrived 
was already on the table. While we were washing 
our hands before sitting down to it, our host’s little 
terrier, who was possessed of a thieving disposition, 
clambered up and helped himself. By the time we 
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returned, (tihe owner* of the bungalow, you must 
understand^ Innclied at his office, and did not come 
homo till evening) he had eaten half the dish and 
spoiled the rest. Wo preferred to nnike our meal off 
biscuits and butter rather than call the servants and 
put them to the trouble of cooking iriore. An hour 
later the dog was dead, poisoned, as wo sliould have 
b(ien luid wo partaken of the curry. The new cook, 
who we discovered later was a Chinajiian, had mean- 
while decamped and could not agafii be found. 

, 'That evening, when returning home in the dusk, a 
! knife Avas thrown from a windoAv across the street, 
i narrowly gmzed my tlu*oat, and buried itself in the 
woodwork of the house I was passing at the time. 
Without inoro ado I booked two passages aboard a 
‘mail steamer and next day set sail with my wife for 
' England. 

Arriving in London I took a small furnished house 
in a (piiet jiart of Kensington, and settled myself 
down while 1 looked about mo fur a small property in 
thj[^ .country. 

Now to narrate one last surprise before I say good- 
bye. One afternoon I Avent up to toAvn to consult a 
land agent about a place I had seen advertised, ai^d 
was Avalking down the Strand Avhile Avaiting for an 
omnibus, when I felt a hand placed upon tny shoulder 
.1 Avhoelod round to fnd viyatelf face to face wit h Nikola, 
He Avas dressed (in frock coat and top hat, but was 
othei’Avise the same as ever. 

“ Ur. Nikola ! I cried in amazement. 

“Yes, Ur. Nikola, he aiiSAvered quietly, without 
any shoAv of emotion. Are you glad to see me ? ” 

“ Very glad, indeed,” I replied ; “ but at first I can 
hardly believe it. I thought most probably you were 
still in China.” 

“ China became too hot to hold me,” he said with a 
laugh. .“But I shall go out there again as soon as 
this trouble blows over. In the meantime I am off to 



/ MEET NIKOLA 317 

St. Petersburg on important business. Where are 
you staying ? and how is your wife ? . 

“I am staying in Kensington/^ I replied; ''and I 
am glad to say tliat my wife is in the best of health.” 

"I needn’t ask if you are happy; your face tells 
mo that. Now can you spare me half an hour ? ” 

" With every pleasure.” 

“Then come along to Charing Cross; I want to 
talk to you. ThivS is my hansom.” 

Ho led me to a cab which was waiting alongside 
the pavement, and, when I had seated myself in it, 
climbed in and took his place besido me. 

“ ’rhis is better than Thibet, is it not ? ” he said, as 
we drove along. 

“ Very much better,” I answered with a laugh. 
“ Hut how wonderful it seems that wo should bo 
meeting here in this prosaic fashion after all we have 
been through together. There is one thing I have 
never been able to understand : what became of you 
after you left me at Ya-Chow-Pu ? ” 

“ I went olf on another track to divert the attention 
of the men who were after us.” * 

“ You think wo were followed then ? ” 

“ I am certain of it, worse luck. And wliaPs more 
' they are after us now. I have had six attempts made 
upon my life in the last three months. But they have I 
not iruinaged to catch me yet. Why, you will hardly • 
believe it, hut there are two Chinavien ffdlowing ym \ 
divwn the Strand even noiv, Duskfhas fallen, and you I 
might walk down a side street and thus give them 
the opportunity they want. That was partly why I 
picked you up.” 

“The devil I Then my suspicions were correct 
after all. The hotel we stayed at in Nagasaki was 
fired the first night we were in it, a di.sh of curry in- 
tended for us was poisoned two days later, while I 
was nearly stuck with a knife two days after that 
again. Yesterday I saw a Chinaman near our bouse 
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in Kensington, but though I thought ho appeared to 
be watching iny house 1 may have been mistaken in 
his intentions.” 

What was he like ? Was he dressed in English 
clothes ? and was half his left car missing ? ” 

You are d(3scribing the man exactly.” 



Quoiii; Ma. 


^'Quong Ma. Then look out. It that gentleman 
has his eye upon you I should advise you to leave. 
HeMl stick to you like wax until he gets his oppor- 
tunity, and then he'll strike. Be advised by me, take 
time by the forelock and clear out of England while 
you have the chance. They want the things we took, 
and' they ^want revenge. To get both they'll follow 
u6 to the ends of the earth.” 
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" And now ono very important question : have the 
things you took proved of sufficient value to repay 
you for all your trouble and expense ? ” 

Of more than sufficient value. I'm going to see a 
French chemist in St. Petersburg about that an- 
msthotio now. In less than a year I shall enlighten 
this old” country, I think, in a fashion it will not for-* 
get. Wait and see ! " 

As he said this we rattled into the station-yard, 
and a minute or so later were standing alongside the 
Continental express. Time was almost up, and in- 
tending passengers wore already being warned to 
take their seats. Nikola saw his baggage placed in 
the van and then returned to me and held out his hand. 

“ Good-bye, Bruce,” ho said. We shall probably 
never meet again. You served mo well, and 1 wish 
you every happiness. One last word of caution, how- 
ever, beware of that fellow with half an ear, and 
don't give him a chance to strike. Farewell, and 
think sometimes of Dr. Nikola ! '' 

1 shook hands with him, the guard fluttered his 
flag, the engine whistled, and the train steamed out 
of the station. I waved my hand in token of good- j 
t'-yo, and since then I have never heard or seen any- 1 
thing of Dr. Nikola, the most extraordinary, man If 
have o^er come in contact with. 

When the last carriage was out of sight, I went 
into the station-yard intending to\;all a cab, but 
when I had beckoned one up a man brushed past me 
and appropriated it. To my Jiorror it was the China- \ 
man with half an ear I had seen outside my house the 
day before. 

Waiting until he had left the station-yard, I made 
my way down to the Embankment and took the 
Underground Railway for Earl's Court, driving home 
as fast as I could go from there. On the threshold 
of my residence my servant greeted me with the in- 
formation that a Chinaman had just called to see me. 
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I waited to hear no niorc, but packed my things, and 
within a couple of hours my wifcj and I had left 
Ijondon for a tiny country town in the Midlands. 
Here at h*ast we thought wo should bo safe ; but as 
it turned out wo were no more secure there than in 
Ijondon or Nagasaki, for that week the hotel in which 
we stayed caught fire in the middle of the night, and 
for the second time since our wedding we only just 
manage<l to escape with our lives. 

Next day we migrated to a still smaller place u\ 
Devonsliire, near Torquay. Our enemies still pursued 
] us, hoAvever, for we had not been tlu.TO a month 
i before a most daring burglary was committed in my 
rooms in broad daylight, and when my wife and I 
returned from an excursion to a neighbouring village, 
it was to find our trunks rifled, and our belongings 
strewn about our rooms. The most extraordinary part 
of the affair, however, was the fact that nothing, save 
a small Chinese knife, was missing. 

The county police were soon to the fore, but the 
only suspicious character they could think of was a 
certain Celestial wdth half an ear, who had been ob- 
served in the hamlet the day before, and even he 
could not bo discovered when they wanted him. 

On hearing that last piece of news 1 had a consul- 
tation with my wife, told her of Nikolais waniing, 
and asked her advice. 

As a result we^^left the hotel, much to the chagrin 
of the proprietor, that night, and departed for 
Southampton, where we shipped for New York the 
following day. Judge of our feelings on reading in 
an afternoon paper, purchased on board previous to 
sailing, that the occupants of our bed had been found 
in the morning with their throkts cut from ear to 
ear. 

In New York things became even more dangerous 
than in, England, and four distinct attempts were 
made upon my life. We accordingly crossed the 
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continent to San Francisco, only to leave it in a hurry 
three days later for the usual reason. 

Where we are now, my dear Craigie, as I said in 
my Introduction, 1 cannot even tell yoxi. Lot nio tell 
you one thing, liowevor, and that is, though we have 



**Good-hje, Bruce.” 


been here six months, we have seen no more of the 
half-eared Chinaman, nor indeed any of his sinister 
race. Wo live our own lives, and liave our own 
interests, and now that my son is born, we are as 
happy as any two mortals under similar circamstances 
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can expect to be. I lovo and honour my wife above 
all living’Votnen, and for that reason^ if for no other, 
I shall -‘'never regret the circumstances that brought 
abouf my meeting with that extraordinary individual, 
Dr. Nikola. 

Now, old friend, you know my story. It has taken 
a long time to tell — let us hope that you will think it 
worth the trouble. If you do, I am amply repaid. 
Good-bye I 
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2 Cerise. Illustrated by (}. P. Jacomm Hooo 

3 SarchedOfl. Illustrated by S. E. Waller 

4 Sons^s and Verses and The True Cross. 

Illustrated by S E. Waller 

5 Market Harboroush and Inside the Bar. 

Illustrated by John CriARi.TON 

G Black but Comely. Illustrated by S. E Wai.lk r 

7 Roy’s Wife. Illustrated by G. P. Jacomk Hood 

8 Rosine» and Sister Louise. Illustrated by G P Jacomr Hood 

0 Kate Coventry. illustrated by Lucy E. Khmp-Wklcii 

10 The Ciladiatofs. lllustratod by J. Ambrose WALTo.^^ 

11 Riding Recollections. Illustrated by John Ciiaklxon 

12 The Brookes of Bridlemere. Illustrated by S. E. Waller 

«3 5 atanella. Illustrated by Luev E Kemf Welch 

T4 Holmby House. Illustrated by Luev E. Kkmp-Wrlch 

15 The White Rose. Illustrated by S. E. Waller 

iG Tilbury Nogo. Illustrated by Stanley L. Wood 

17 Uncle John. Illustrfted by S. E. Waller 

.x8 Contraband. Illustrated by Stanley L. Wood 

19 M. or N. Illustrated by Adolf Tiiiedb 

20 The Queen’s Maries. Illustrated by Lucy E. Kbmp-Welcii 

21 General Bounce. . Illustrated by Frances Ewan 

22 Digby Grand. Illustrated by J. Ambrose Walton 

23 The Interpreter. Illustrated by Lucy e: Kemp-Wblch 

24 Good for Nothing. Illustrated by G. P. Jacomb Hooi> 

25 Bones and I. Illustrated by A. Forestier 


LONDON: WARD, LOCK & CO., LTD. 



The Times calls It “Wonderful." 

THE WINDSOR 

■ MAGAZINE 

• Has achieved the 

Host Brilliant Success of the Day ‘ * 

It has ECl.IPSED EVERY OTHER HIXPEHNY MAGAZINE 
by beht^ 

BIGGER, BRIGHTER, BETTER 

• Tremendous prices are paid in order to secure the Best Work 
by the Best Writers j and amongst recent contril tutors arc the . 
Mowing : 

HALL CAINE RUDYARD KIPLINO ' 

ANTHONY HOPE CONAN DOYLE 

S. R. CROCKETT* GUY BOOTHBY 

ETHEL TURNER ADA CAMBRIDGE 

Every Copy contains several chapters of t 

A Splendid Serial Story 

Guy Bootiiby*s ‘Pr. Nikola’ and IIalk'-Cainf/s ‘The 
Christian’ hftvc gained world-wide renown through 
their appearance in The Windsor. 

READABLE AND INTERESTING ^ 

THE WINDSOR IS AT THE TOP OF THE TREE 

PRICE SIXPENCE 

# ^ . 

Loiiofpii: WARD, LOCK & CO., Ltd., Salisbury Square, E.C. 









